
CSSE Mock Paper 1 English Paper

DO NOT OPEN THIS PAPER UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO DO SO.

First Name: ................................................................................................

Primary School: .........................................................................................

Last Name: ................................................................................................

Today’s Date: ............................................................................................

Date of Birth: ............................................................................................



Mock Paper 1 CSSE – English

READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY:
This test consists of two parts:

•	 COMPREHENSION (40 minutes plus 10 minutes reading time)

•	 CONTINUOUS WRITING (20 minutes) 

Total time: 1 hour 10 minutes

AFTER THE FIRST 10 MINUTES YOU DO NOT NEED TO WAIT TO BE TOLD TO CARRY ON 

TO THE NEXT SECTION.

Instructions:

1.	 Do not open this booklet until you are told to do so.

2.	 Inside the booklet is a separate passage. Read the 

passage carefully when you are told to do so. You 

have 10 minutes. Then answer the questions in the 

booklet. 

3.	 Think carefully about the passage and its meaning.

4.	 Work quickly but carefully through the questions.

5.	 The number of marks available for each question is 

indicated in the right-hand margin.

6.	 Correct spelling and grammar is recommended.

7.	 Punctuation should be clear and exact.

8.	 Where you are asked to choose between a number 

of responses, always choose the most appropriate 

response.

9.	 If you finish with time to spare, please remember to 

check your work.

10.	Once the test has begun you should not ask questions 

about the test.

REMEMBER: this is not a test of memory. You can look 
back at the passage to check your answers as many 
times as you want.
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SECTION ONE 
 
Spend about 40 minutes on this section.

1 What time of day is it when the narrator comes on deck? 

(Line 1)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

2 Explain the meaning of the word ‘ceased’. (Line 2)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

3 State the two things that broke up the grey-coloured woods. 
(Lines 5–6)

First: .....................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

Second: ..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

4 Write a synonym for the word ‘becalmed’, in the context of 
the passage. (Line 3)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(5)

R

W
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5 (a) Rewrite the sentence used in the description of the hills in 
paragraph one.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

(b) Explain what the phrase ‘spires of naked rock’ suggests about 
the hills. (Line 8)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

6 Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘rolling scuppers under in 
the ocean swell’. (Line 12)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

7 What can be inferred about the author’s first impression of the 
island?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(7)

R

W
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8 The ship is described as ‘creaking, groaning, and jumping like 
a manufactory’. What does this comparison suggest about the 
ship? Explain two ideas.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

9 What literary device is used in the phrase ‘my heart sank into 
my boots’? Explain the effect of the phrase. (Lines 23–24)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

10 Find two examples of how the author creates a sense of       
unease about the island in the passage.

Example 1: .........................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

Example 2: .........................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

11 Why does the narrator feel sick while standing on the ship?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(8)

R

W
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12 What does the phrase ‘the men grumbled fiercely’ suggest 
about their mood? 

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

13 What do you think is meant by, ‘the foliage round that part of 
the shore had a kind of poisonous brightness’?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

14 What does Long John Silver’s confidence in navigating the 
passage suggest about his character?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

15 Explain the effect of the phrase ‘the trees coming right down to 
high-water mark’. (Line 47–48)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(10)

R

W
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Word from passage Look in lines

(a) uneasy ..................................................... 16–17

(b) pensive ..................................................... 18–19

(c) energetic ..................................................... 34–35

(d) dive ..................................................... 44–45

GO TO SEPARATE BOOKLET ON YOUR DESK TO ANSWER THE CONTINUOUS WRITING QUESTIONS.

16 How does the author use sensory details to build suspense in 
the final paragraph? Provide examples from the text.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

17 The anchorage is described as having ‘a peculiar stagnant 
smell’. Explain three ways the writer makes this place seem 
unhealthy or dangerous.

1. ..........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

2. ..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

3. ..........................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

18 Select from the passage the ONE WORD that most closely 
corresponds to the word or phrase on the left. The line        
numbers on the right give you an idea of where in the passage 
the word can be found.

4 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(10)

R

W
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