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Mock Paper 2 CSSE – English

READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY:
This test consists of two parts:

•	 COMPREHENSION (40 minutes plus 10 minutes reading time)

•	 CONTINUOUS WRITING (20 minutes) 

Total time: 1 hour 10 minutes

AFTER THE FIRST 10 MINUTES YOU DO NOT NEED TO WAIT TO BE TOLD TO CARRY ON 

TO THE NEXT SECTION.

Instructions:

1.	 Do not open this booklet until you are told to do so.

2.	 Inside the booklet is a separate passage. Read the 

passage carefully when you are told to do so. You 

have 10 minutes. Then answer the questions in the 

booklet. 

3.	 Think carefully about the passage and its meaning.

4.	 Work quickly but carefully through the questions.

5.	 The number of marks available for each question is 

indicated in the right-hand margin.

6.	 Correct spelling and grammar is recommended.

7.	 Punctuation should be clear and exact.

8.	 Where you are asked to choose between a number 

of responses, always choose the most appropriate 

response.

9.	 If you finish with time to spare, please remember to 

check your work.

10.	Once the test has begun you should not ask questions 

about the test.

REMEMBER: this is not a test of memory. You can look 
back at the passage to check your answers as many 
times as you want.
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SECTION ONE 
 
Spend about 40 minutes on this section.

1 Where are Watson and Sherlock at the beginning of the 

extract? 

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

2 Explain the meaning of the word ‘injunctions’ as it is used in 
the passage. (Line 3)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

3 (a) From the passage, name two people who are being 
considered or discussed by Holmes in connection with the 
case.

1. ..........................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2. ..........................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

(b) What does Holmes’s reason for keeping the Barrymores on the 
suspect list tell us about his approach to detective work? 
(Lines 17–19)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(6)

R
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4 Write one word from the passage that means ‘friendly and 
pleasant’. (Lines 12-14)

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

5 Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘shadowed during the last 
two days’. What does this tell us about the situation the 
characters are in? (Lines 34-35)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

6 What does the description of Holmes as ‘tall’, ‘austere’ and 
‘motionless’ suggest about his character?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

7 What can be inferred about Watson’s feelings as the train pulls 
away from the platform? (Lines 46-51)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(7)

R
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8 Holmes says Watson should ‘never relax your precautions’. 
(Lines 29-30) What does this suggest about the danger facing 
Sir Henry? Explain two ideas.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

9 The word ‘grave’ is used in line 43 to describe Holmes’s 
expression. Write one synonym and one antonym for the word 
‘grave’ as it is used in this context. 

Synonym: ...........................................................................................

Antonym: ............................................................................................

2 marks

10 Find two examples from the passage of how Holmes shows he 
is deeply concerned for Sir Henry’s safety.

Example 1: .........................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

Example 2: .........................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

11 Why does Holmes think it was ‘imprudent’ for Sir Henry and Dr. 
Mortimer to separate the previous afternoon? (Line 42)

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(8)

R

W
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12 What do you think is meant by Holmes’s parting words: ‘avoid 
the moor in those hours of darkness when the powers of evil 
are exalted’?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

1 mark

13 How does the description of the changing landscape in lines 
54–58 reflect the mood of the journey? Use evidence from the 
passage in your answer.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

14 Explain the effect of the contrast between the ‘swift and 
pleasant’ journey and the warnings Holmes has given before 
the train departs.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

15 From whose perspective is this passage written, and how does 
this affect what the reader is told about the events taking 
place?

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

2 marks

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(9)

R

W
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16 How does the writer use the conversation between Holmes 
and Watson to build tension before the journey begins? 
Provide examples from the text.

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

17 Explain three ways the writer presents Holmes as a 
commanding and authoritative figure in this extract.

1. ..........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

2. ..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

3. ..........................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

3 marks

18 Select from the passage the ONE WORD that most closely 
corresponds to the word or phrase on the left. The line        
numbers on the right give you an idea of where in the passage 
the word can be found.

4 marks

Word from passage Look in lines

(a) temperament ............................................... 12-14

(b) remove ............................................... 14-16

(c) reckless ............................................... 41-43

(d) elevated ............................................... 49-51

GO TO SEPARATE BOOKLET ON YOUR DESK TO ANSWER THE CONTINUOUS WRITING QUESTIONS.

Please do 
not write in 
this space

(10)

R

W
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