
The Parable of the Ten Virgins  (Matthew 25:1-13)

I. Like the statements of Christ which precede it, the parable of the ten virgins teaches us to watch 
and be ready for Christ's coming which will catch the foolish unawares and undo them.  
MAT 24:42-51.

 A. This is another parable describing the nature of the kingdom of heaven, the church.  The 
bridegroom is obviously Christ.  MAT 9:15.

 B. Church members are as virgins presented to Christ (2CO 11:2).  In the church there is a 
mixture of wise and foolish to be divided at the coming of Christ.

 C. This agrees with what Christ elsewhere revealed about His coming for His kingdom.  
MAT 13:24-30, 37-43, 47-50.

D. It shows a need for self-examination in hope of a full reward.  2JO 1:8 c/w 2PE 1:5-11.
E. (MAT 22:14)  For many are called, but few are chosen.

II. The virgins were to have burning lamps when the bridegroom came.
 A. In readiness for the second coming of Christ, the Christian is to be a shining light.  

MAT 5:14-16; LUK 12:35-36; PHIL 2:15.
 B. All the virgins had lamps, but only the wise virgins took a supply of oil in their vessels for 

the future.  c/w 1TI 6:19.
1. All shared in church membership, but some were lacking something.
2. Only the wise were looking beyond the immediate.  COL 3:1-5.
3. The gospel call to the wise is not foremost a formula for temporal bliss but rather a 

preparation for Judgment Day and relief given by Christ then.  
ACT 17:30-31; 2PE 3:10-14; 1TH 1:9-10 c/w LUK 19:13.  

 C. The foolish virgins were not ready for the time to come.
  1. They represent those who make a profession of religion yet do not watch with 

readiness for the coming of Christ.
  2. Those who actively hope for the coming of Christ give evidence of a store of grace. 

TIT 2:11-13; 1JO 3:2-3.

III. As the bridegroom tarried, so Christ is presently tarrying.  vs. 5-6 c/w 2TH 2:1-2; HEB 10:36-37.
 A. Notice that ALL the virgins slumbered and slept.  None had secret knowledge of the exact 

time of the bridegroom's coming so as to have an upper hand in his appearance.  
LUK 21:34-35.

 B. Many have foolishly presumed to determine what is hidden.  MAR 13:32.

IV. When the bridegroom came, all the virgins trimmed their lamps.  vs. 7-8.
A. The foolish virgins' lamps had gone out for lack of oil and a trimmed empty lamp is still 

only an empty lamp. 
B. Trimming an empty lamp only improves its looks, not its life.  It is of no more value than 

dressing up a corpse.  
C. The foolish virgins had an empty “...form of godliness...” (2TI 3:5), not godliness itself 

which has “...promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come” (1TI 4:8).  

V. The wise virgins had oil enough for themselves and did not share their supply of oil with the 
foolish virgins.

 A. The wise virgins are wise through Christ Who is made their wisdom through grace.  
1CO 1:30.

B. The wise virgins know that they cannot freely distribute saving grace, Arminian style.
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1. The righteous are scarcely saved (1PE 4:18); they dare not spend for others.
2. Paul only said that he could wish himself accursed from Christ for the non-elect 

Israelites (ROM 9:3).  He was a wise virgin who understood PSA 49:7-8.
 C. In the day of judgment, no one will be able to draw on the grace of another.  Remember the 

rich man and Lazarus.  LUK 16:25-31.
 1. This opposes the Roman Catholic doctrine of drawing on the merits of the saints 

for salvation.
 2. This also opposes the Mormon doctrine of baptisms for the dead.
 
VI. When the bridegroom came, the wise virgins “...went in with him to the marriage” (v. 10).
 A. So too will the saints be with Christ when He appears.  COL 3:4; 1TH 4:16-17.
 B. The door was shut.
  1. This secured the wise virgins within.  None are lost.  JOH 6:39; REV 3:12.
  2. This shut out the foolish virgins.  There will be no pretenders to glory, only those 

given to Christ.  JOH 10:26-28; 17:2; 2TI 2:19.
  3. The wicked shall be shut out with no admittance allowed.  
     LUK 13:24-28; REV 22:14-15.
 C. Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 

heaven but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (MAT 7:21).
 D. The bridegroom did not know these foolish virgins just as Christ never knew the wicked.  

MAT 7:23.
 E. Let none deceive themselves by hanging their hopes of eternal life on a future Christ Who 

deserves no present devotion, adoration or preparation.

VII. Again, Christ emphasizes that we know not the time of His coming and must therefore watch after 
the example of the wise virgins.  HEB 9:28.
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