Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Weekly Update
Our mission is to be more visible, to become more connected,
and to draw closer, with Christ as our center.

Wednesday, December 23, 2020

I pray that you and all yours may have a holy, blessed and peace filled Christmas.
As a church we can also share prayers of gratitude for how the Spirit has kept us
together. Welcome O holy Child of Bethlehem, welcome!
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A Community of Prayer

For those in need of healing and comfort:
Members and Friends of the Congregation: Lauren, Ray, Tim,
Joan, Marie, Audrey, Elizabeth, Gordon, Sarah, Miriam, Scarlet,
Jason, Brian, David, Tricia, Cate, Cecilio, Donna.
Military (on active duty), Fire fighters, and Police: Ryan, Teddy,
Tyler, Ben, Kenny, Brian, Bill, Ken, John, Glen, and Vic.

Pour out your Spirit on all people living with illness, as well as their
loved ones and caregivers. Help
them to know that you claim them
as your own and deliver them from
fear and pain; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.

Front Line workers in the COVID-19 pandemic: Diane, Alicia,
Brittany, Loretta, Jay, Alyssa, Monica, Rachel, June.
Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family and
friends of + Dorothy Miller +.

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
Psalm 147 vs. 3

Do you wonder how to put a loved one, friend, neighbor, or yourself on the prayer list?
Simply email the church office at office@gslc-ct.org. If you would like a prayer card sent to your
loved one, friend or neighbor, please include the full name and address. Prayer requests may also
be made by phone (203-268-7596) and will be included by the church office.
For privacy, only the first name of each individual will be listed.
Do you have something you would like to discuss with Pastor Doug?
Should you be in need of pastoral care, please contact Pastor Doug Ryniewicz by cell phone (860595-9560—text if you like!) or by his email (dearynos@gmail.com).

Offering Envelope Boxes for 2021
The boxes for the new year are on the table in the narthex. If you attend the Drive In Service, please stop in and pick yours up. If you
would like to pick it up during the week, please make an appointment
to stop by during office hours - Monday through Thursday, 9 am to
noon. If those times are not convenient for you, just call the church
office at 203-268-7596 or send an email so that other arrangements
can be made.

Advent Lighting
Our gracious thanks everyone who participated in the
Advent Wreath Lighting Service via Zoom. It was a
wonderful, interactive, spirit filled experience for all!

Join us on December 24th for worship either online at a time of your choosing or at the Drive In
Worship Services, weather permitting. If it is a steady rain, the Drive In services will be cancelled.
Whichever you choose, we are delighted to worship with you!
Our gracious thanks to Sydnie Chin for the beautiful artwork above.

On Sunday, December 27th we will have online worship only. We are giving a much deserved day off to the dedicated set up crew, who work hard to make the Drive In Service happen
each Sunday morning. Please join us online at a time of your choice. The service may be found on
our Facebook page, website, and Youtube channel.

Upcoming Events

The Book Club is meeting
on January 5th at 1:00 p.m.
we will discuss “The Indigo
Girl” by Natasha Boyd. In
February, we will discuss
“The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek” by Kim
Michele Richardson. We will
either meet via Zoom or possibly indoors using the new
handler system if the infection rates are low. We welcome new members!

Reaching Out, Serving Others:

Food for Summerfield
There is an ongoing need for nutritious food for the kids
at Summerfield. Protein is especially needed. GSLC
Council has challenged the congregation to provide funds
for the purchase of nutritious food. GSLC will match donations from members for up to $250 per month. Pastor
Gaston has told us that $500 per month would meet their
nutritious food needs. If you wish to donate please write
a check to GSLC with the notation "Food For Summerfield" or place cash in the Summerfield box.

Sunday, December 27 - The First Sunday of Christmas
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature
and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Readings for Sunday, December 27, 2020
The First Sunday of Christmas
First Reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148 (13)
Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s
father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him.

