
 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Weekly Update 

Our mission is to be more visible, to become more connected, 
and to draw closer, with Christ as our center. 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 

 
Devotional for the week of September 13th, 2020 
Churches have different practices around baptism. In some churches, a small bowl 
holds just enough water to trickle a few drops over the head. In others, the bowl is 
wider and the water is splashed with the whole hand. In yet other churches, the 
person is fully immersed in a font large enough for them to go all the way under-
water. Sometimes the water stays in the bowl, sometimes a bit splashes out, and 
sometimes the whole area around the font gets wet. But no matter the amount of 
water used, there’s always more where it comes from. God’s waters of forgiveness 
run deeper than we will ever know. 
The waters of baptism are so deep that even a few sprinkles cover a lifetime of 
falling short. We are forgiven time and again for a myriad of sins. And because the 
weight of sin has been lifted from us, we are free to extend such forgiveness to 
others. 
In fact, our faith depends on it. In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition for forgiveness is 
directly tied to our own willingness to forgive others: “Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.” Thankfully, we are not expected to conjure up 
such forgiveness on our own. We draw from the endless supply of divine reserves. 
Where we, and Peter, might have difficulty forgiving a mere seven times, Jesus re-
minds us that his kind of forgiveness can be measured on an exponential scale. 
While our capacity for forgiveness may be limited, Jesus’ well of forgiveness is 
deep enough for all people and all matters of sin. When we find ourselves strug-
gling to extend forgiveness to others, we return to the baptismal font. This is an 
overflowing well of love. Drawing from this water, we draw from the limitless sup-
ply of forgiveness. 
Remembering our baptism, we are reminded not only that we are forgiven, but 
that we, too, are agents of forgiveness in the world. 
  
Devotional message and art based on the readings for September 13th, reprinted 
from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Deep Waters of Forgiveness 
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Every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. we will 
have an Outdoor Worship Service at Good Shep-
herd on the back lawn behind the sanctuary, 
weather permitting. We are committed to our 
goal of having no spread of the contagion due to 
our gatherings. With this in mind, we ask you to 
observe these updated guidelines: 

1)   If you do not feel well or if you do not 
feel comfortable, please stay at home. 
The service is available online for those 
who do not join is in person. 

2) Please put on your face covering before 
leaving your vehicle. You will be ex-
pected to wear it throughout your visit. 

 
3) Please bring: a lawn chair, face covering, and portion of bread for communion for 

every person in your group. 

 
4) Please plan to arrive between 9-9:15. There will be a table at the entrance where you 

may leave your offering.  

5) Please choose a spot at least six feet from other family groups. Your chair should be 
positioned so that your feet are on the white line in front of you. Please stay seated 
until worship begins. 

 
6) Please refrain from unnecessary movement through the worship space to allow eve-

ryone to get set up while maintaining social distancing. 

 
7) Please understand that singing has been shown to be one of the riskiest activities at 

this time. We will NOT be singing during this service. Please hum softly or mouth the 
words without using your voice. 

8) We will pass the Peace without physical contact.  

 
9) We will pass the Peace without physical contact. 
  
10) For Holy Communion, you will be asked to get out the bread you brought with you.   

Pastor will consecrate it from the altar and signal you when you should eat it. No 
wine will be available. As Lutherans, we believe that Christ is present to us in, with, 
and under both the bread and wine, so in times such as this when it is not safe to 
share a common cup, the sacrament is fully available and complete in the consecrat-
ed bread.  

 
11) When the service has ended, please do not linger to socialize; go directly to your ve-

hicle and depart. 

12) The church is now open if you need to use the bathroom. Please use the designated 
bathroom and sign in to help us ensure the bathroom is cleaned regularly. 

13) In the event of inclement weather, the service will be cancelled. You may assume 
that if there are thunderstorms or torrential rain in the forecast, there will be no ser-
vice. Check our Facebook page and Website for updates if the weather seems ques-
tionable. 

 
Please remember that we are all handling these unprecedented times in the best ways we 
know how given our unique circumstances. Some will feel more comfortable than others, some 
face greater risks than others. Please be respectful of these personal differences and lift each 
other up as we move into gathering in community again. We are taking a conservative ap-
proach so that as many people as possible may feel safe in joining us. Please follow any direc-
tions given by our ushers. 



 

 

A Community of Prayer 

For those in need of healing and comfort:  
  
Members and Friends of the Congregation: Ingeborg, Bill, Vicki, 
Peg, Marie, Karen, Pat, Billie, Audrey, Catherine, Elizabeth, Ray,  
Gordon, Miriam, Sarah, Chuck, Timmy, Bruce, Karl, Kendra, 
Mary Helen, Carolyn, Irma, Patricia, Cate, Misty, Julia, Sydne, 
Anna, Roy, Judy, Marilyn, Scarlet, Jason, Brian. 
 
Military (on active duty), Fire fighters, and Police:  Ryan, Teddy, 
Tyler, Ben, Kenny, Brian, Bill, Ken, John, Glen, and Vic. 
 
Front Line workers in the COVID-19 pandemic: Diane, Alicia, 
Brittany, Loretta, Jay, Alyssa, Monica, Rachel, June. 
 
 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  

 

Psalm 147 vs. 3 

Do you wonder how to put a loved one, friend, neighbor, or yourself on the prayer list?  
Simply email the church office at office@gslc-ct.org. If you would like a prayer card sent to your 
loved one, friend or neighbor, please include the full name and address. Prayer requests may also 
be made by phone (203-268-7596) and will be included by the church office.  
For privacy, only the first name of each individual will be listed.  
 

Do you have something you would like to discuss with Pastor Doug?  
Should you be in need of pastoral care, please contact Pastor Doug Ryniewicz by cell phone (860-
595-9560—text if you like!) or by his email (dearynos@gmail.com).  
 

Upcoming Events 

Pour out your Spirit on all people 
living with illness, as well as 
their loved ones and caregivers. 
Help them to know that you 
claim them as your own and de-
liver them from fear and pain; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
healer and Lord. Amen. 

Monday, September 21 - Church Council Meeting at 7:30 p.m 
via Zoom. Contact: Donna Duessel, President. 



 

 

The Book Club met outdoors this past week! Our next meeting will 
also be outdoors, please bring your own chair and sit socially distant 
from each other. On October 6th at 1:00 p.m. we will discuss “The 
Widows of Malabar Hill” by Sujata Massey. In November, we will be 
discussing “The One” by John Marrs. We welcome new members!  

Thanks to Dave Wang for constructing 
the wonderful cross on the back wall of 
the church and to Mickey Pelella and 
Dave Wang for the installation on the 
wall. It is a beautiful addition and won-
derful blessing for the Outdoor Worship 
Service!  

Thanks to Billie Flaherty for the beautiful 
mum plants that are lining the walkway. 

What a cheerful and welcoming sight! 



 

 

There are a lot of good hymns and spirituals about heaven and how wonderful it will be to rest 
from our labors and be there with the Lord. And this is true. The apostle Paul, when he wrote 
his letter to the Philippian Christians, was in prison and didn’t know if he was about to die. If 
so, he said, that would be just fine: “To die is gain.” But he went on to say that, although this 
world and its problems can be tiresome, he needed to stick around because there was still 
work to do. To remain, for Paul and for us, was “necessary for you.” 

 

Now, “you” isn’t just our loved ones, or even our neighbors, co-workers and folks we meet. 
“You” is also the world in which we live and breathe, the vineyard in which we toil. To “remain 
in the flesh” is hard work, because it calls us to be ever more intentional in our care for all 
around us, including creation itself. German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer once affirmed that 
“it is only by living completely in this world that one learns to have faith.” This world, and all 
that it holds, is in God’s hands. But as long as we remain in the flesh, then by God’s call it is in 
our hands as well. 

 

Liberating, life-giving God, help us to know that we and the world you have created are truly 
the work of your hands. Give us knowledge and wisdom to care for your handiwork now and 
for future generations. Amen. 

 

Suggested hymn: “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” (Lift Every Voice and Sing II, 217). 



 

 

Readings for Sunday, September 20, 2020 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10-4:11 

Psalm 145:1-8 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual dai-
ly wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; 
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no 
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, begin-
ning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each 
of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would re-
ceive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envi-
ous because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody 
the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 


