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Michael O. Snyder is a photographer, filmmaker, and 
environmental scientist who uses his combined 

knowledge of visual storytelling and conservation to 
create narratives that connect people to the other-than-
human-world and drive social change. He is a Fellow at 

the Bertha Foundation, a Blue Earth Alliance 
Photographer, and the co-founder of two environmental 

organizations. He holds an MSc in Environmental 
Sustainability from the University of Edinburgh, 

Scotland.

Through his production company, Interdependent 
Pictures, he has directed films in the Arctic, the Amazon, 
the Himalaya, and East Africa. His journalism work has 
been featured by outlets such as National Geographic, 

The Guardian, and the BBC. His films have been 
selected to over 40 festivals and have taken home 

numerous awards.

We interviewed Mike to learn more about Arctic 
storytelling. 



Why do you do what you do?

“We have an amazing opportunity 
to reshape the narrative about 

what it means to live well on this 
planet without destroying it. I work 

to empower researchers, 
organizations, and front-line 

communities with the storytelling 
tools that they need to share their 

visions for the future.”



What is something 
you are proud of ?

https://www.interdependentpictures.org/intothedark

https://www.interdependentpictures.org/intothedark


What new area of research or storytelling are you 
most excited about, and why does this get you 
excited?

“For me, the most exciting 
development is something that I 
call "an ecosystem of 
storytelling". That is, a variety of 
storytelling tools, such as writing, 
photography, video, audio, graphic 
design, etc. that can be used 
together to tell the same story in 
different ways and reach different 
audiences. Today, we can produce 
these stories simultaneously.”



We all stand on the shoulders 
of giants. Is there an individual(s) 
that our network members should 
check out that has inspired you?

“James Balog's work (e.g. 
Chasing Ice) is excellent!”



What are you most looking forward 
to in the Migration in 
Harmony Research 
Coordination Network?



Learn more about our 
members and join our research 
coordination network on Arctic 

migrations today at
www.migrationharmony.org!

http://www.migrationinharmony.org/

