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Preface to The Origin of Fu Clan

By Ouyang Xiu of Song Dynasty
Translated with explanatory notes by Foo Hee Keng

The famous statesman and scholar Ouyang Xiu of the Song Dynasty had written
a Preface to the Genealogical Tablet of the Fu Clan, which is now translated below:

The Fu Clan are actually the posterity of Hou Ji (called Qi) by name but literally
and traditionally known by his position as Lord of Agriculture who lived before
the first legendary Xia Dynasty in China (2070BC to 1600BC), the 4" generation
descendant of Huang Di (the 1%t legendary Emperor who was believed to have
ruled China around 4500 - 5000 years ago.) Another fourteen generations later,
King Wen, (leader of Zhou Kingdom in the Shang Dynasty (1600BC - 1046BC)
begot the Duke of Zhou (who was later bestowed the title of the Duke of Lu State
after overthrow of the Shang Dynasty by his elder brother King Wu, the founding
Emperor of the Zhou Dynasty (1046BC - 221BC). The Duke of Zhou begot Bo Qin
and sent perforce his son to the State of Lu (how Shandong Province) to receive
the title of Duke of Lu, as he, the Duke of Zhou was assisting King Cheng as
Regent King to run the state affairs of Zhou Court.

Thirty three generations later, the Duke of Lu, called Qing Gong (the last Duke
of Lu who ruled the State of Lu from (273BC to 249BC) had a grandson called
Gong Ya who served in the Qin State (770BC - 222BC) as an official in charge of
the Imperial Seal (a seal in Chinese is called Fu). He was conferred the surname
of Fu by Qin Emperor. But in fact, he was from the Langya County of State of Lu.
A descendant of Gong Ya called Fu Rong, who resided in Junyi (now in Henan
Province) was a man of prominent personage in the Eastern Han Dynasty (25AD
- 220AD). More than ten generations later from Gong Ya, a descendant called Fu
Lingaqi (begot his son Fu Lin. Both of them served in the Court of Tang Dynasty
(618AD - 907AD) and distinguished themselves for their loyalty and uprightness.
Another descendant Fu Cunshen migrated to the Wan Qiu County in the State
of Chen (657AD -589AD) (now in Henan Province) where he served in the Court
of the Later Tang Dynasty (923AD - 936AD) of the Five Dynasties and Ten States
Period and rose to the rank of Military Satrap of Xuan Wu. Fu Cunshen begot of Fu
Yanging who at the young age of 13 years had mastered the art of horsemanship
and archery. In the beginning, Yanging had served in the Court of Emperor Zhuang
Zong of Later Tang Dynasty (923AD - 936AD) as Commander of General Affairs.



In the following years, he continually served through Later Jin Dynasty (936AD -
946AD), Later Han (947AD - 950AD) as Military Satrap of Heyang and Later Zhou
Dynasty (951AD - 960AD) whereupon he was conferred the prestigious title of the
Prince of Wei.

In the Great Song Dynasty (960AD - 1127AD), Yanging was elevated to the
position of Grand Tutor of the Crown Prince (similar to a Duke in status) and in the
good graces of the Emperor. He had seven sons and seven daughters - three of
his daughters had become Empresses. one of whom, the sixth daughter, was the
Empress Yi De of Emperor Tai Zong of the Song Dynasty. During that time, the high
prestige and great fortune of his family were unsurpassed. From there onwards,
there would be bountiful talents in every following generation.

Preface by Ouyang Xiu from Luling (now Jiangxi Province, Jizhou City), Senior
State Scholar, Fellow of the Imperial Academy of Literary Consultation and Councillor
of the State Policy Advisory Council, acting in accordance with the Imperial Decree
of the Great Song Emperor, for the compilation of National History, in the First Year
of Xi Ning (1068AD) on the 16" of the 10" Lunar Month, Winter.

Notes:

As mentioned the Preface, the two words “Langya” refer to South Eastern sector of the present
Shandong Province in between Zhucheng City and Jiaonan City. During the Spring and Autumn
Period (770BC - 476BC) it was a big port and a naval base. King of Yue, Gou Jian used it
as Capital. When the First Emperor of Qin Dynasty united China, he divided China into 36
Administrative Regions, of which Langya was one. In the 28" year of Qin Shi Huang (15t emperor
of Qin) he ascended Mount Langya (south of Jiaonan City) where he constructed a terrace called
Langya Terrace with an observatory tower overlooking the east, and erected a huge and tall
stone tablet with inscriptions in commemoration of what were considered his noble deeds and
meritorious services to the country. Langya is therefore the place of origin of the descendants of
the Fu clan, who had since then used the name of Langya as the name of their Ancestral Hall,
which is also known as Yi Yang Hall.
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