FIRST RIDE

ITSNEWBUTISITWORTHIT?

ucati have somehow

managed to seamlessly

spread their new Desmo-free

V2 throughout the entire
middleweight range. The 890cc
twin features variable inlet valve
timing and comes in various tunes
across the fleet. With a claimed
110bhp, the new DesertX certainly
feels less fruity than its sportier,
more road-biased V2 family
members, yet it’s not short on
thrills and uses its versatile
characteristics to extract the best in
adventure form. Ducati say thisisn’t
just an engine swap, which is a good
thing as the old motor wouldn’t fit
in the DX’s all-new chassis.

As we left the launch hotel and hit
the highway, it was clear Ducati
have done their homework. The
original DesertX had a stack of fans,
rightly so, but as soon as the roads
opened up and higher speeds were
anecessity, its wind protection -
or lack of - was a literal headache
caused by turbulence. Wearing
exactly the same adventure helmet
asIdid riding the old bike, the new
front fairing and screen make
exuberant motorway speeds
considerably more tolerable,
as does the new engine.

The V2 feels less stressed in taller
gears than the previous DX and is
less fussy on gear selection thanks
to the wide rev parameters. You can
go as low as you dare with the revs
and there’s no chain clattering or
judder, just a silky delivery.
Conversely, higher revs are
rewarded with an enthralling
top-end and airbox-induced
soundtrack. With the lack of
Desmo, there’s no doubt some of the
quirky character and a smidgen of
soul have left the chat, but that’s
offset by a buttery-smooth
execution wherever you are in the
range. The overrun pops and gargles
are also a welcome addition.

Much of the morning ride was
off-road; not just your token gravel
roads for the chance to grab some
frivolous launch photos, but
technical, sometimes challenging
pistes that required serious mental

DesertXV
hits the spot

890cc V2 update adds extrarefinement
to Ducati's middleweight adventurer

Rugged looks
and stacks
of ability
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‘No moments,
no surprises,
no hesitation’

fortitude. Even for the most
experienced pilots, it can takea
while to get fully accustomed to a
new bike on tricky terrain, but the
DesertX instantly felt like a willing
companion; no moments, no
surprises, no hesitation. Just
surefooted compliance.

We were running the standard-
fitment Pirelli Scorpion STRs; it is
an excellent dual-sport tyre but
comes with obvious compromise at
either end of the terrain spectrum,
yet sniffing out grip wasn’t a
problem, even on rocky trails and
sandy sections. In my experience,
the only bike that effortlessly glides
from one terrain to the next is the
previous Ténéré. Now, the new
DX is very much on par with the
Yamaha, belying its weight with
asupernatural balance.

My only concern at varying
points throughout the day was
switching between modes and
ensuring the bike had the required
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settings to excel across each
environment.

Off-road modes and throttle
maps on adventure bikes are largely
castrated, power-sapped offerings,
and quite often make the
connection with the rear wheel feel
vague. Not so the DesertX. The
‘Off-Road’ throttle setting culls
power to a mere 75bhp (because few
of us need 110bhp on the dirt) and
boasts a wonderful connection that
allows you to feel for grip with every
throttle increment.

The confidence-inspiring heroics
translate to the tarmac, too. Just as
the chassis flattered the tyres
off-road, the abundance of
mechanical grip can also be felt on
the black stuff. Given the tyres
fitted, the bike’s sporting ability
shines through immediately and
the big, wide "bars offer immense
leverage. Previously bereft of a
shock linkage, there’s now a full
floater arrangement at the rear that
- along with a plusher suspension
stroke at either end - has added a
fluidity to ride. Aside from slightly
wooden-feeling brakes, the
DesertX is near faultless on the road
dynamically and, as with all the V2
models, the DX is easier to ride than
its predecessor.
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Want serious
dirt? Thenew
q,. DesX lovesit

Torque the torque

70% of the DX's torque is available at 3000rpm.

Ducati reckon oil changes are required every
10,000 miles or two years, and valve clearance
checks recommended every 28,000 miles.

Look at me...
Despite looking like they've been robbed from

a1980s XT350, mention must go to the mirrors.

Ducati aren’t known for functional mirrors, but
these offer crystal clear vision and stability.

‘The sporting
ability shines
through’
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DUCATI

Listenup

Ducati took advice from owners and made it
much easier for the trail brigade to access the
air filter. It's still a paper filter, but at least you
can get to it relatively easily.

‘A special
motorcycle’

If you're looking for a do-it-all
middleweight adventure, this is
amust-ride option. But there are
guestions over its touring ability.
If mile-munching on open roads
is your thing, I'd look elsewhere
as it's not the comfiest, and 126
(GPS-tracked) miles froman 18
litre tank isn't exactly frugal,
although much of the ride was
‘buoyant’ to say the least. And
considering the price, you've got
to really want a Ducati when you
weigh up its rivals. For a limited
time, there's a ‘special’ launch
price of £14,995, which is still
nearly five grand more than the
equally gifted Ténéré. That said,
this is a very special motorcycle.

' THE FACTS |
£15,175
DucatiDesertXV2

Engine 890cc,90°V2,8y,
liquid-cooled

Frame Aluminiummonocoque

Suspension F:KYB46mminverted
fork, fullyadjustable

R:KYBmonoshock,
fullyadjustable

Frontbrake 2x305mmdscs,
Brembo4-piston
monobloccalipers,
cornering ABS

Rearbrake Single265mmdisc,
Brembo2-piston
caliper,cornering ABS

Seatheight 880mm/900mm
@900 @700
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*NOFUEL

pPCP 4r £3784.84

ermonth Total deposit
DEAI. D r,(36 payahple

3000 5.9%  £8513

Annual APR Optional final
mileage fixed payment
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