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W
hen Honda pulled 
the covers of their 
XL750 Transalp, it 
looked set to be in the 
perfect sweet spot of 

performance, price and technology 
for a middleweight adventure 
machine. Equipped with a light 
chassis, a punchy parallel twin, 
riding aids and a colour TFT display 
that allows for connectivity, the 
Transalp offers a full package for 
very sensible money. 

From blasting up and down the 
smooth tarmac curves on the side of 
Mount Etna to tackling sodden 
green lanes in the heart of 
Lincolnshire, MCN have racked up 
the miles on the Transalp, and it has 
performed admirably. This is down 

Affordable 
adventure
At £9499, the reborn Honda Transalp proves you don’t need 
to break the bank for an impressive new go-anywhere bike…

Carl Stevens
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With four riding modes on offer, 
there is the ability to alter the 
amounts of engine power and 
braking, alongside the Torque 
Control, Wheelie Control and ABS, 
which is a neat touch in today’s 
world of modern technology.

There’s also a reasonable amount 
of wind protection from the screen, 
while the seat and riding position 
are comfortable and roomy (even 
for a taller rider) which makes 
longer stints in the saddle a doddle. 
Sure, the Transalp may not be the 
most composed when it comes to 
hard off-roading compared to more 
dirt-focused brethren, but it will 
easily handle a green lane or trail 
with its long-travel Showa 
suspension and 21in/18in front/rear 
wheel combination. 

The Transalp really is a do-it-all 
machine, that offers a broad range 
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Italian emperor
Ducati have taken the crown of best adventure  
all-rounder with their sublime Multistrada V4 Rally
Since its release in 2021, the 
Multistrada V4 has been a 
seriously impressive machine, 
albeit one that did come with a 
few criticisms. Although it’s an 
adventure bike it lacked in true off-
roading ability, while its thirsty 
engine and small tank made fuel 
stops a regular occurrence. But 
for 2023, Ducati have fixed it all 
with their new, all-conquering 
Multistrada V4 Rally.

Building on the already 
impressive Multistrada V4 
platform, the Rally takes 
everything up a notch, with a 
30-litre tank, better fuel economy, 

longer-travel suspension (with 
more ground clearance) and more 
of a dedication to getting dirty. 

But most impressively, Ducati 
have done all of this without losing 
any of the Multistrada’s civilised 
road-going abilities. Naturally, it 
comes with fully loaded with 
cutting-edge technology, from the 
usual rider aids and riding modes 
to impressive, innovative goodies 
such as the rear bank deactivation 
to cut one set of cylinders and 
Minimum Preload functions. And 
let’s not forget the four-year 
warranty and 9000 mile service 
intervals that take away anxiety 

over running costs which used to 
be associated with the brand.

Ducati have not only moved the 
goalposts in terms of technology, 
but they’ve paired it with some of 
the best componentry in the 
business. By combining the 
Multistrada chassis and addictive 
V4 Granturismo engine with some 
longer Skyhook suspension engine, 
a dash of off-road ability and the 
fuel range to go anywhere, the 
Multistrada V4 Rally has proven 
itself to be one of the most capable 
machines in just about any 
scenario. No wonder it’s our Best 
Adventure Bike over 1000cc.

‘Long-travel 
suspension 

means it can 
handle a trail’

Price	 £23,590
Engine	 1158c liquid cooled V4 Granturismo
Power/torque	170bhp/89.2lb.ft
Weight	 240kg
Seat height	 870mm
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V4 Rally is up 
for anything

Proof you really 
can venture off 
the beaten track

to that new 755cc parallel twin 
which works an absolute treat in 
touring guise – although it doesn’t 
pack as much low-down grunt as 
some rivals, it makes up for it at the 
top of the rev range. Despite having 
a bit less torque at low rpm, it never 
feels lacking and is more than happy 
to cruise along at motorway speeds 
– the only thing we would like to 

see would be cruise control to make 
those long journeys even sweeter.

The new chassis isn’t lacking in 
prowess either, with a soft and 
neutral balance that soaks up 
imperfections, without wallowing 
too much in the process. The 
suspension offers impressive 
feedback, and the brakes provide 
ample bite and stopping power. 

of capability at a sensible price. In 
today’s world of rampant inflation, 
that’s very welcome indeed.

Price	 £9499
Engine	 �755cc liquid-cooled 8-valve 

parallel twin 
Power/torque	91bhp/55lb.ft
Weight	 208kg
Seat height	 850mm

THE FACTS

The Honda’s a fun and practical buy That 755cc parallel-twin is a beauty

Where will the 
Multi take you?


