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Celia Paul writes lucidly about her life in her first book, Self-Portrait. Her second is about her favorite painter, Gwen John, titled Letters to Gwen john. 
Both books are fascinating and well-written, which is a real testament to Paul's uncanny ability to say the ineffable in paint and with words. 

She paints and writes about loss, solitude, and about being an artist. 

Born in India in 1959, Paul moved with her parents and four sisters to England, where her father was a Christian missionary. She attended the Slade School 

of Fine Art when she was 16 and there met Lucien Freud who became her lover for ten years and the father of her child, Frank. Today, she is very close to 

Frank and often paints his portrait with great tenderness and devotion. Frank on a Green/Grey Pi//ow(2025) is wide awake, as if swirling, staring 

into the distance. He too could be in a dream, but this one is lucid, filled with anticipation. 

My Mother(2024) is also filled with love, depicting a beautiful human being. Paul frequently painted her mother until her death a few years ago. The

devotion that Paul gives to all her paintings is clearly visible, and viewers can feel the sacrifice. 
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