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I
n November, Sotheby’s made history when it sold a painting made by artificial intelligence
for a million bucks. Ai-Da robot, “the first humanoid robot artist to have an artwork
auctioned by a major auction house,” created a portrait of Alan Turing that resembled

nothing more than a bad Francis Bacon rip-off. Still, Sotheby’s described the sale as “a new
frontier in the global art market.”

As I look back on the year in art in New York, in which big claims were made for found art and
appropriation and scraps of things being sewn to other scraps of things, I feel there is much,
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technically speaking, that an artificial intelligence could copy. But what AI is missing (besides, 
you know, real originality or human consciousness) is the ability to deliver that electric hit of 
what Werner Herzog calls “ecstatic truth.” From the Renaissance all the way up to the scrappy 

capers of Jamian Juliano-Villani and Klara Lidén, we saw that humans continue to go where 

no machine has gone before.

Art: © Arthur Jafa. Courtesy of the artist and Gladstone Gallery; Photo:by David Regen.

Jaffa revisited one of the most violent scenes in cinematic history, recasting and 
re-choreographing the bloody finale of Taxi Driver so that Travis Bickle’s victims are Black. 
Jafa’s masterful film makes clear that Bickle was also motivated by racism.
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