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Arthur Jafa: Fiorucci Made Me Hardcore.| mean, it's one of the
greatest titles of all time. We were talking earlier today - | said |
wasn't going to reference what we were talking about - but the word
came up: ‘spectral. And so we were talking about how it's a little bit
of a ghost dance.

When | saw Fiorucci, | had never really seen a film that got at or
offered an explanation for one of the central preoccupations in my
life. Which is that, as much as Black people are hated around the
world ‘The Wretched of the Earth’, everybody loves the music. More
than any other single film, that film gives you a vision of this music of
the most despised people on the face of the earth, and how it just
spread over the world like a virus. It's the question of, “Why does
everybody like Black music?” Even the Nazis liked Black music! And
the tension between it. The music is loved, and Black people are not
always loved. So Fiorucci, to me, literally gets at that better than
anything I've ever seen. Maybe better than anything I've ever read.

Mark Leckey: Love is The Message, The Message is Death - it's
fucking amazing. You said it's only seven minutes, right? And that
title just rings like a bell from the beginning to the end. | watched
that video like | listen to music, you know. I'm not analysing it, I'm not
looking for meaning. I'm looking for its effect. And | just remember
the first time | watched it, just feeling the way it sort of roots itself in
your brain, as music does and at the same time it opens something

up.
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ML: Both of us, we mostly align about music, right?

AJ: Yeah, definitely, even though you like a lot of beats per minute. |
like the slower beats.

ML: We recognise that AJ is basically 60 BPM, and I'm about 148.
Even though | don't sound like it now. Inside, I'm 140. | always look at
music as a kind of condition, right? And it's a condition that informs,
and when | look at TikTok, to me, people are editing using video in the
same way as music, right? It's essentially the same kind of
techniques and the same kind of energy in the same drives. I'm
always invested in that. I'm always invested in the hope of those
things. Music is a prophecy, right? The idea that music speaks to the
future, or divines the future. And I'm still looking, and | think you
[Arthur] are still looking for a kind of future, still looking for a kind of
potential for things opening up creatively...
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