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Ugo Rondinone unveils new figurative sculpture at
Gladstone

Rondinone meditates on the experiential qualities of the everyday,
drawing upon a multiplicity of artistic tropes and approaches to create
immersive and affectively charged environments

Gladstone is pleased to announce an exhibition of new works by Swiss artist Ugo
Rondinone. Continuing to offer a glimpse into his widely discursive practice through
meditations on the experiential qualities of the everyday, Rondinone draws upon a
multiplicity of artistic tropes and approaches to create immersive and affectively
charged environments. Skillfully traversing the boundaries between public and
private, interior and exterior, truth and falsity, Rondinone reveals and displaces the
processes of how cultural meaning is produced and distributed. Spanning a wide
range of material production, from video to neon signage, this exhibition focuses on
new figurative sculptures, which like the whole of Rondinone's work consistently
testifies to the strangeness and beauty of human life.

Since the early 1990’s Rondinone has been developing a specific formal and
conceptual language around figuration that includes an expansive group of sculptural
and photographic self-portraits as well as his clown series. Established as a thematic
extension of these earlier works, this exhibition continues to explore similar aesthetic
strategies of engagement in which Rondinone generates often unsettling contexts that
reflect upon existentialist expressions of the human condition. Made from a mixture of
wax and earth pigments, these seven human-scale figures modestly line the walls of
the gallery space, each positioned in a pose of hermetic contemplation that gives way
to a site of serenity. While the exhibition title "nude" most commonly connotes bare or
naked, it also implies a kind of primary, exposed and reductive state, which Rondinone
mirrors by stripping the scene of narrative action, a decision that momentarily
suspends the outside world and its referential character in an appeal to the conditions
of our present state of consciousness. Accentuating the vast dimensions of the room
and its abyss-like emptiness, Rondinone's interplay of sculpture and architecture
elicits a sensorial encounter, highlighting both the passivity of the figures and the
spatial void at the core of this scenario. By staging this setting for existential reflection,
Rondinone plays with the co-constitutive forces of artifice and authenticity, unfixing
the grounds upon which they operate and allowing the imminent ruminations upon
Being to briefly and reflexively take hold among his poetic reshuffling of truth and
meaning.

Exhibition Details

nude

November 6 - December 23, 2010
530 West 21st Street

New York, NY 10011

About Ugo Rondinone
Ugo Rondinone (b. 1964, Brunnen, Switzerland) studied at the Universitat fur
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Angewandte Kunst in Vienna before moving to New York in 1997 where he currently
lives and works. His work has been the subject of solo presentations at the Centre
George Pompidou, Paris (2003); Whitechapel Gallery, London (2006); Art Institute of
Chicago, lllinois (2013); Rockbund Art Van Beuningen, Rotterdam (2016); Museo de Arte
Contemporaneo de Roma, Rome (RS13); Carre D'Art, Nimes, France (2016); Berkeley
Art Museum, California (2017); Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati (2017); Bass
Museum of Art, Miami (2017); Belvedere, Vienna (2021); Tamayo Museum, Mexico City
(RSRR); Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt (2022); Petit Palais, Paris (2022); Scuola Grande
San Giovanni Evangelista di Venezia, Venice (2022); The Musée d'Art et d'Histoire,
Geneva (2023); Parrish Museum, Water Mill, New York (2023); Stadel Museum,
Frankfurt (2023); Storm King Art Center, New Windsor, New York (2023); Museum
SAN, Wonju, Korea (2024) Kunstmuseum Luzern, Switzerland (2024); Wirth Museum,
Kunzelsau, Germany (2024); and Aspen Art Museum, Colorado (2024).

About Gladstone Gallery

Gladstone is known for its commitment to artists whose prescient approaches and
experimental practices have defined the contours of contemporary art. The gallery has
long been an active partner in the cultivation of iconoclastic careers, fostering a roster
of artists recognized for their ground-breaking contributions. Headquartered in New
York and including outposts in both Brussels and Seoul, Gladstone’s impact extends
globally, enabling both the presentation of new bodies of work, and an amplification of
the international reach of its artists. Alongside its work with contemporary artists, the
gallery is steward to the legacies of pivotal historical artists and serves as an advocate
for the enduring power of art. Gladstone is led by a team of partners who spearhead its
long-term vision and program, building on the values of its founder Barbara Gladstone.
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