
To Go On Is a Kind of Resistance

The Last Days of Rococo: Karen Kilimnik

by Sabrina Taraso�

Live from someplace high up in the sl<y, where I'm stucl< wearing brand-new and hellishly painful Prada 
heels, currently filled to their pretty patent brim with blood, I'm thinl<ing about selfconsciousness as a 
gesture-about romantic faux pas, disappearing acts, projective displacement, and moments in the fragile 
boundary of life and art, which Jacl< Banl<owsl<y once sweetly and vaguely called the slacl<er art generation's 
"lucid something." I am thinl<ing about cloud castles, itineraries across time and history, cruising altitudes, 
loose associations, forest picnics, acid trips, and minor emotions. I'm thinl<ing about beauty, error, and 
ambiguity. And, because Evelyn "Champagne" I(ing's 1977 banger "Shame" is playing on my headphones 
straight off the soundtracl< of The Last Days of Disco- that is, the last of Whit Stillman's Doomed 
Bourgeois in Love trilogy-I am thinl<ing about disco-floor sadness and figuring one's shit out through 
choreographed escapes to glittering psychic basements. 

Karen Kilimnik, perfumed cloud, 2018

© Karen Kilimnik. Courtesy: the artist; 303 Gallery, New York; Sprüth Magers, Berlin / London / Los Angeles; Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich / New York
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