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CHINESE CANADIAN MUSEUM RECEIVES $1.1 MILLION GIFT FROM GRACE AND
RICHARD K. WONG & FAMILY

(Vancouver, BC, November 1, 2022) — The Chinese Canadian Museum has received a $1.1 million
gift from its Board Chair, Grace Wong, along with her husband Richard K. Wong and family. This
follows the Chinese Canadian Museum’s launch of a $25 million campaign to secure its
operations and sustainability, and support renovations. The Museum is scheduled to open in the
summer of 2023 at the historic Wing Sang Building at 51 East Pender Street in Vancouver
Chinatown.

“Richard and Grace have been active contributors to British Columbia society for decades. We
thank Richard and Grace, and their family, for their generosity and support of the Chinese
Canadian Museum. As the Board Chair, Grace is demonstrating true leadership and we are
eminently grateful for her dedication and faith in building the Museum. This is an important
investment by Richard and Grace in advancing our work. We hope it inspires others to step
forward with their own contributions,” states Melissa Lee, CEO of the Chinese Canadian
Museum.

The Wong Family’s donation will be recognized through naming of the “School Room” located on
the third floor of the Wing Sang Building. This historic room is expected to retain its original
shape and patina expressing the heritage of the era and the story of the Yip family, the building’s
first residents.

The purchase of the Wing Sang Building was made possible through $27.5 million in funding
from the Province of B.C., announced in February 2022. The building was acquired from Bob
Rennie whose family has made a major donation to the Chinese Canadian Museum.

“Four generations of my family, with initially only the men allowed entry, have come to Canada,
settling in Prince Rupert and later in Vancouver. | am glad to see the establishment of the
Chinese Canadian Museum where history and heritage of our ancestors, families, and friends
throughout the province will be honoured,” says Richard K. Wong. “For generations, Chinese
communities have contributed to building this province and country, and bringing the known
and untold experiences of Chinese Canadians to everyone is an important facet of shaping an
inclusive society in Canada.”
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Richard is the National Chair of Canada Day Drumming and was a founding president of the
Chinese Entrepreneurs Society of Canada. He is also a patron of the Vancouver Asian Film
Festival establishing a film fund to support Asian Canadian film projects.

“It is my honour to serve as Chair and to work alongside such committed directors, staff, and
community members who are united in their belief in the importance of establishing the first
such Chinese Canadian Museum in Canada,” says Grace Wong. “Our donation is intended to
support this work, so that the Museum can fulfill its public education mandate, sharing the full
history and stories of Chinese Canadians far and wide, and we hope that others will also join in
support.”

In addition to her role as Board Chair of the Chinese Canadian Museum, Grace Wong is also
currently on the board of the Chartered Professional Accountants of British Columbia. She has
been director and advisory member of several organizations including serving as Chair of
S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Before her retirement, Grace worked at the University of British Columbia for over
three decades in various roles, including Assistant Dean International at the Sauder School of
Business and Senior Advisor International in the Office of Provost and Vice President Academic.

About the Chinese Canadian Museum | chinesecanadianmuseum.ca

The Chinese Canadian Museum Society of British Columbia was founded in March 2020 to
establish and operate a public museum in British Columbia honouring Chinese Canadian history,
contributions, and living heritage. Guided by its mission statement “Connecting to the Chinese
Canadian story — addressing inclusion for all”, the Chinese Canadian Museum aspires to provide
an invigorating and transformative experience for present and future generations through its
exhibitions and programming throughout B.C. and Canada.
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Media Kit: https://bit.ly/3DreMsn
- Photos, Chinese Canadian Museum Backgrounder

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Monica Cheng
778-929-2559
monica.cheng@chinesecanadianmuseum.ca
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