Flattening Artwork

How to flatten artwork for printing

Flattening your artwork can help prevent
transparency, layers and complex effects from
causing unexpected results when your file is
processed for print.

The exact process depends on the the software you have used to create your artwork.
This guide explains how to prepare flattened artwork using lllustrator, InDesign,
Acrobat, Photoshop and Canva.

What does flattening artwork mean?

Design files can contain layers, transparency, shadows, blending effects, masks and
other editable elements. While these are useful when creating your design, some
complex elements can behave differently when the artwork is processed for print.

Flattening processes these elements so that the finished artwork is less dependent on
live effects and editable features. Your design should still look the same, but the
structure of the file may change.

Important: Always save an editable copy of your original artwork before flattening.
Once some flattening processes have been applied and the file has been saved, they
cannot be reversed.

When should you flatten artwork?

Flattening can be useful if your artwork
contains:

- Transparency or opdcity effects

- Drop shadows

- Blending modes

- Complex masks

- Multiple overlapping effects

- Elements that appear differently after
exporting to PDF

- Artwork that has previously caused a
processed or printing issue

You do not need to flatten every file simply
because it is being printed. If your PDF has
exported correctly and all elements display
as expected, additional flattening may not
be necessary.




Before you start

Keep your original design file so you can return to the editable artwork if you need to
make changes. After flattening, always check your finished PDF carefully. Look at text,
images, transparency, colours and any fine details to make sure everything still
appears as intended.

Important: If your artwork contains specialist production elements such as a CUT path

or spot colours for an additional print finish, follow the relevant artwork guide.
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Flattening in Adobe lllustrator
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Flattening transparency can divide
complex artwork into a mixture of vector
and raster elements while retaining its
visual appearance, so always inspect the
exported PDF before uploading it to WTTB.
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Flattening in Adobe InDesign
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1. Open the Layers panel by going to
Window > Layers.

Layer Options.. 2. Select the layers you want to combine.

3. Click the icon in the top right corner of
the Layers panel.

4. Select Merge Layers to combine them.

5. Repeat as needed until your artwork is

+  Ungroup Remembers Layers S|mp||f|ed

Paste Remembers Layers

Delete Layers

Hide All Layers
Lock All Layers

Unlock All

Open the PDF afterwards and check that
shadows, transparency, gradients,
images and text look as intended.
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New : Flattening in Adobe Photoshop
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Flattening in Canva

Canva includes a flattening option when
downloading a PDF.
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1. Open your finished Canva design.

2. Select Share and then Download. Share desien R R .

3. Choose PDF Print as the file type. o

4. Open the Advanced Settings and oS-
select Flatten PDF.
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uploading it for print.

If you need help, you can reach out to customer support or even use our Artwork

Technical Check service to identify common issues before your file gets sent to print.

Check your PDFs

Before uploading, open the PDF and check it at a high zoom. Ensure all text is showing
correctly, images are clear and sharp, shadows and gradients look correct, nothing is
missing, the artwork is still the correct size and crop marks & bleed is included.

Flattening can help resolve problems caused by complex artwork, but it will not fix low
resolution, incorrect dimensions or missing bleed.
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