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O P E N I N G  S T A T E M E N T

Between the lowland Amazon and the Andean
cloud forest lies a threshold barely two degrees
of temperature wide, and immeasurably rich
in chemistry. Eden Origo occupies exactly
that threshold.

At 480 to 650 metres above sea level, cloud does not merely pass over
this land — it is intercepted here, held in the canopy, and returned to
the soil. Botanists know this premontane band as a zone of unusual
chemical concentration: the same conditions that slow growth appear to
deepen the compounds a plant builds to survive them.

It is a living herbarium at the seam between two ecosystems, and its
chemistry has been read for generations by the Kichwa and Shuar
communities who hold its knowledge.
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03L O C A T I O N

The Premontane Threshold

F I G .  0 1  —  E C U A D O R  &  T H E  P R O V I N C E  O F  M O R O N A - S A N T I A G O D A T U M  W G S  8 4

P R O V I N C E

Morona-Santiago
Ecuadorian Amazon

A L T I T U D E

480 – 650 m
premontane transition zone

S E T T I N G

Lowland Amazon meets
Andean cloud forest
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04D O S S I E R  T É C N I C O - E C O L Ó G I C O  ·  C L I M A

Climate & Chemistry

19–22 °C

M E A N  A N N U A L
T E M P E R A T U R E

90–98 %

R E L A T I V E  H U M I D I T Y

4,200–
5,500
A N N U A L  P R E C I P I T A T I O N ,  M M

Temperatures here run notably cooler than the Amazon lowland, and humidity is
sustained less by rainfall than by a persistent bank of cloud that never fully lifts.
Precipitation includes direct interception of cloud moisture, so water availability
holds even through the regional dry season.

These conditions are associated in the botanical literature with elevated production of
secondary metabolites in plants — alkaloids, flavonoids, terpenes — the compounds a plant
produces not to grow, but to defend and endure.
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14
N A T U R A L  S P R I N G S

5
P E R M A N E N T  S T R E A M S

Fourteen natural springs, fed by aquifers at higher elevation, surface across
the holding. Five of these organise into permanent streams of constant year-
round flow, running cold — 16 to 19 °C — even where the forest around them
stays warm.

S O U R C E Higher-elevation aquifers

W A T E R  T E M P E R A T U R E 16 – 19 °C, year-round

D R Y- S E A S O N  A V A I L A B I L I T Y Sustained, by cloud-moisture interception
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06E X T E N T

105,831 ± acres

C .  4 2 , 8 2 8  H E C TA R E S  ·  A P P R O X I M AT E  F I G U R E

R E L I E F

Elevation from 480 m to 650 m across the holding, the full width of the
premontane transition band, drained by the property's springs and streams.

C O N D I T I O N  O F  T H E  L A N D

Intact transition forest, never intervened. No clearance, no extraction, no
built element of any kind within the boundary.
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07F O R E S T  C O V E R

Canopy & Structure

30–50 m

C A N O P Y  H E I G H T

40 %

E P I P H Y T E  L O A D  O F  C A N O P Y  B I O M A S S

Intact, never-intervened transition forest. Almost half the biomass carried in
the canopy belongs to something other than the tree itself — orchids,
bromeliads, ferns and moss, suspended in a permanent bank of cloud.

S T R U C T U R A L  S P E C I E S C O M M O N  N A M E N O T E

Uncaria tomentosa Uña de gato C A N O PY- C L I M B I N G  L I A N A

Cinchona officinalis Árbol de la quina H I S TO R I C  S O U RC E ,  A N T I M A L A R I A L

C O M P O U N D S

Maytenus macrocarpa Chuchuhuasi T R A D I T I O N A L  B A R K U S E
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08E T H N O B O T A N I C A L  P R O F I L E

Medicinal Flora Register
Approximately 240 species documented in the regional ethnobotanical record, a fraction of which is
registered below. A notable diversity of orchids inhabits the canopy's epiphytic community.

S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E T R A D I T I O N A L  U S E

Croton lechleri Sangre de drago WO U N D - H E A L I N G  R E S I N

Banisteriopsis caapi Ayahuasca C E R E M O N I A L ,  K I C H WA  &  S H UA R  U S E

Ilex guayusa Guayusa T R A D I T I O N A L  S T I M U L A N T  T E A

This knowledge is not archival. It is held and practised, transmitted across
generations of the Kichwa and Shuar communities whose territory borders the
reserve — the record's most durable form of documentation.
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09F A U N A  D O C U M E N T E D  O N  S I T E

Species Register
Species recorded within the transition zone; conservation status per the IUCN Red List.

S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E S T A T U S

Tremarctos ornatus Oso de anteojos V U L N E R A B L E

Tapirus pinchaque Tapir de montaña E N DA N G E R E D

Bassaricyon neblina Olinguito · endemic N E A R  T H R E AT E N E D

Pudu mephistophiles Pudú del norte N E A R  T H R E AT E N E D

Ateles belzebuth Mono araña E N DA N G E R E D

Leontocebus sp. Chichico · tamarín L E A S T  C O N C E R N

Rupicola peruvianus Gallito de las rocas L E A S T  C O N C E R N

Pharomachrus auriceps Quetzal cabecidorado L E A S T  C O N C E R N

Andigena laminirostris Tucán andino piquiplano N E A R  T H R E AT E N E D

Fam. Centrolenidae Ranas de cristal I N F R E Q U E N T  AT  T H I S

L AT I T U D E
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10D I S T I N C T I V E  S P E C I E S

Spider Monkey & Tamarin
Ateles · Saguinus / Leontocebus

S A D D L E B A C K  TA M A R I N ,  R E C O R D E D  O N  T H E  P R O P E R T Y L E O N T O C E B U S  S P.

The spider monkey (Ateles) and the tamarin (Saguinus / Leontocebus) are two
South American primates that differ greatly in size, appearance, and
family. The spider monkey is a large, slender primate with very long limbs
and an extremely strong prehensile tail that functions as a fifth hand.

It lives in the tree canopies of tropical forests across Central and South America,
feeding mainly on ripe fruit, leaves, and seeds. The tamarin, far smaller, moves
through the lower strata and understorey of the same forest, occupying its own
distinct niche.
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P L A T E S

Cloud & Canopy
P H O T O G R A P H E D  O N  S I T E

P L AT E  I  ·  C A S C A D E ,  P R E M O N TA N E  F O R E S T 2 0 2 6

P L AT E  I I  ·  S P R I N G  C H A N N E L ,  M O S S  A N D  R O C K 2 0 2 6

E D E N  O R I G O 1 1  /  1 4



H O R T U S  D E L I C I A R U M P R O P E R T Y  R E C O R D

P L A T E S  ·  C O N T I N U E D

P L AT E  I I I  ·  S P R I N G ,  M O S S  A N D  R O C K 2 0 2 6

P L AT E  I V  ·  S T R E A M B E D ,  M O S S

A N D  U N D E R G R O W T H

2 0 2 6

P L AT E  V  ·  E X P O S E D  R O O T S ,  W AT E R ' S  E D G E 2 0 2 6 P L AT E  V I  ·  C A N O P Y,  S E E N  F R O M  B E L O W 2 0 2 6
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13T E R M S

S T A T U S  ·  A V A I L A B L E

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D O L L A R S

7,850,000
E X T E N T 105,831 ± acres · c. 42,828 hectares

for reference — figure not offered per acre or hectare

A L T I T U D E 480 – 650 m · premontane transition zone

S T A N D I N G  O F  T H I S  D O C U M E N T Dossier and internal reference only

Name, extent and altitude are confirmed. Title and transfer terms are indicative, pending legal
confirmation. This record is not an offer and does not constitute an invitation to acquire.
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If Eden was the garden where paradise began, Eden Origo is the
altitude where it never stopped concentrating itself.
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