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- LESSON SUMMARY

Students will explore the importance of plants to other living
things by investigating a particular thing made from trees.
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Activity Information

Estimated Duration: Two class periods (one for discussion and research; one for presentations)
Materials: Pencils, clipboards

Setting: Indoors

Key Vocabulary: Pulp, deciduous, coniferous
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Teacher Background

Have you ever really thought about where certain products come from? Just sit down, look around and
reflect on how something is actually made. It's not the result of a magic trick — that bookshelf or chair did
not just appear. Many things originated from trees. What about the book on that bookshelf? Same thing:
the pages are made from pulp, which came from a tree.

There are many products in our lives that originate from nature, whether plants or animals. Many of the
medicines we take come from trees and other plants. The Rosy periwinkle flower is the source of a cancer
drug; a form of aspirin comes from the willow tree. Much of the food we eat comes from plants and animals.

Teacher Preparation

Photocopy the Weird Wood Products Research Sheet — one copy per student.

ACTIVITY

Step 1 Ask your students to look closely around the classroom and identify those things that began their
lives as trees (give them about one minute). Tell them to look at structures, furniture, things hanging on
walls, etc. Some hints:

e Seats on chairs

e Desk tops

e Chalk board

e Cupboards, shelves

® Posters

e Pencils, rulers, books
Step 2 Once you have established that there are many things that originated as a tree, break the class

into teams. Ask each team to choose a product that is made from a tree. You can make suggestions from
the Products from Canada’s Trees chart or from the Ontario Trees and Their Uses list below:
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Ontario Trees and Their Uses

Hardwoods/Deciduous

Sugar maple  furniture to maple syrup
Red maple furniture

Black walnut  fine furniture

Black cherry fine furniture

Red oak cabinets, flooring, furniture, decorative work
Beech flooring, plywood, furniture supports

White ash tool handles, baseball bats, hockey sticks, furniture
White birch plywood, veneer, toys, clothes pins

Softwoods/Coniferous
Black spruce  pulp, newsprint, fine papers, kraft paper

White spruce  lumber, newsprint, fine papers, Christmas trees, kraft paper

Jack pine pulp, newsprint, lumber
White pine furniture, window and door framing, lumber
Red pine telephone poles, lumber, pilings

Step 3 Explain to the teams that they will be completing a research project on their chosen product, from
tree to product completion. Distribute copies of the Weird Wood Products Research Sheet for the students
to use to guide their research and help them to prepare a brief presentation.

Step 4 As a class, students will discuss, compare and contrast how each of the products was created.

Evaluation

Have your students design a poster about one “weird” wood product, illustrating how this product
originated from a plant and how humans depend on this particular plant.

Extensions

Have students conduct a more global investigation and look at plants in the rainforest. \What kind of products
and services do those forests provide? Students can learn about plants that provide medicines, as well as
plants that provide other products.

Download a copy of our Weird \Wood Flashcards have have students discover some of the ways they
consume wood and wood by-products.
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WEIRD WOOD PRODUCTS

Research Sheet

Student Names:

Our product made from trees is:

Our product is used for:

The kinds of trees that our product comes from are:

The parts of the tree used to make our product are:

Our product looks like / does not look like it comes from a tree (circle one).

How our product is made:

If there were no trees, we would suggest using the following to make our product:
(If your product could not be made, please state that.)
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PRODUCTS FROM CANADA'S TREES

Excerpted from A Forestry Manual for Ontario Secondary School Teachers by G.A.R. Morrison

Paints Rayon
— Tall Oil Lacquers Cellophane _
Soaps Sausage casing
Collodion
. Explosives
Paints — Chemical Products — photo films
— Turpentine - Polishes Celluloid
Cleaning fluids Shatterproof glass
Artificial sponges
Pulpwood — Imitation leather
. . Artificial hair and
Soil conditioner bristl
Plastics N||’Is GSd lasti
_ Liani Road-building materials oulded prastics
1gnin Tanning materials
Vanillin Paper
Drilling mud additive
— Cellulose Fiber Products — Pulp and Paper
Boxes Products
Cabinets
Saw Logs —— Shop and — .
Lo 9 : p Caskets Fiberboard
umber actory Farm implements
Flooring
Furniture
MiIIv'vork' — Structural —{ Mining timbers
Musical instruments Heavy joists, beams and columns
Parquetry Planks
Patterns Sills
Tanks Laminated timber ~ __ glahs —
Sporting goods
Boats Boards
. Dimension lumber
— Construction Yard Finish lumber
— Mill Waste
Barrel staves L H _
Plywood Handles Edgings
Veneer Logs Furniture Shingles
Baskets Shoe lasts
Doors. Pallets Charcoal
Containers Squares Acetate of lime
Matchgs Excelsior Wood creosote
Toothpicks Particle board Tar Sawd
Charcoal (from burning) Acetic acid — Sawdust
Bolts Distillation products Wood alcohol as:d .
avings
Fuel Wood
Railway Ties Soil conditioner
Pol d Pili Fuel Drugs
oles and Filing Tannin Spirit varnishes
Posts Drilling mud additive Balsam Glass cement
Adhesives
Bark
g d Drugs
Sap ugar and syrup Chewing gum
Gums Spruce Confections
Foliage Oils
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Newsprint
Wrapping paper
Bags

Books

Writing paper
Tissue paper
Absorbent paper
Building paper
Industrial paper
Wallpaper

A great variety
of articles

Boxboard
Hardboard
Insulation board

Fuel

Lath

Pulp chips
Particle board

Mouldings
Flooring
Furniture squares
Mop handles
Dowels

Particle board
Fuel

Pulp chips

Wood floor

Sweeping compounds
Bedding for animals
Insulation

Fuel

Particle board
Briquettes



