
PVC Free Pipe Purchaser’s Report 

Points of interest: 

1. PVC Pipe represents approximately 50% of the PVC market in the U.S. 
2. For all PVC pipe applications there are readily available PVC free alternatives. 
3. Material costs of pipe are frequently a relatively small fraction of the total project cost. 
4. Environment Canada found that costs for substituting other pipe materials for PVC range 

between only 1% - 3% of total water and sewer rate revenues.  
5. PVC free materials have maintained significant market shares in competition with PVC indicating 

the alternative pipe materials have broad market acceptance and demonstrated effectiveness. 
6. Difference in pipe material costs are often not the determinant issue in pipe selection. 
7. Recommendations: 

a. The significance of modeling PVC free alternatives cannot be understated in the effort to 
prevent pollution and protection of environmental health.  

DIPRA comments: 

1. Good article that compares PVC free pipe materials and what their advantages are.  
2. Article seems to be written from HDPE standpoint but says nothing negative about Ductile. 
3. Highlights the fact that the upfront cost of pipe materials is generally insignificant and should 

not be the deciding factor. 
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