
DESIGN & SPECIFICATION CONSIDERATIONS  
CURVED BRICKWORK USING STANDARD FORMAT BRICKS

Movement 

To create curved brickwork with standard format bricks the mortar joints need to be tapered.  This will create a degree 
of faceting depending on the curvature required.  The perpend joints will also overhang the stretcher face below casting 
a shadow.  The acceptability of appearance hinges on how pronounced the overhang looks with the desired radius. 
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Figure 1 Faceting due to difference of arc and chord.
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‘L’
Length of unit (mm)

‘W’
Width of unit (mm)

‘n’
number of bricks per unit

‘p’
factor

1 1

1

1 1

CALCULATING JOINT WIDTHS AND BRICK NUMBERS

Factor ‘p’ is also dependant on the bonding pattern. The appropriate values are:

r = R – W *      

W  
 

( or for vice versa r = R + W )

 X = ( L x W)

 ( p x r )

W

 
 

N N =           2 r            x n

                     ( L + [ p x d ] )    

*  The term ‘unit’ refers to a group  
of up to 3 bricks depending on  
the bonding pattern adopted.
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