
APPLICATION & CONSTRUCTION 
SIMPLE FREE STANDING WALLS IN CLAY BRICKWORK

FOUNDATIONS & ALLOWABLE WALL HEIGHT
Rules of Thumb - The foundation shown will be adequate in most cases.

 

CLAY BRICKS
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FOUNDATIONS

Min
150mm

Minimum
500mm

Changes to the diagrams shown must only be 
on the instruction of a Structural Engineer.

Twice weathered 
concrete coping 
to BS5642

M12 class mortar

High bond DPC 
sandwiched in 
fresh mortar and 
projecting beyond 
the face of the wall

F2/S2 rated facing 
bricksfor the main 
body of the wall

M6 class mortar for 
the main body of the wall

Engineering bricks in 
M12 mortar below 
ground and minimum two 
courses above ground level

Gravel splash 
strip

Concrete 
foundation

Paving laid to 
falls (sloping away 
from the wall)

FREESTANDING GARDEN WALL

DAMP PROOFING

 

 

Zone 1

Wind Zone Sheltered Exposed

Zone 2

Zone 3

Zone 4

Source: BRE Good Building Guide No.14

600 mm

1450 mm

625 mm

1300 mm

650 mm

1175 mm

650 mm

1075 mm

525 mm

1925 mm

550 mm

1750 mm

575 mm

1600 mm

575 mm

1450 mm

ALLOWABLE WALL HEIGHT
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IN CLAY BRICKWORK

MORTAR

FILLERS AND SEALANTS

Designation (i) Designation (ii)

Additional movement joints will be required at minimum 3m 
centres through the copings/cappings.

MOVEMENT JOINTS
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coping

pier

ground level
foundation

3m6m6m3m
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APPLICATION & CONSTRUCTION 
SIMPLE FREE STANDING WALLS IN CLAY BRICKWORK

COPINGS AND CAPPINGS

 

PIERS

 

Do;
•  Use a DPC below the capping/coping and sandwich 

the DPC in mortar 

• Use the correct mortar mix 

• Build in the movement joints 

• Use bucket handle mortar jointing 

Do not;
• Use recessed mortar jointing 

where indicated

• Clean brickwork with high pressure water washers

•  Use bricks for treads or risers in step construction, 
pavers or path edging

Do’s Don’ts
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