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APPLICATION & CONSTRUCTION 
BUILDING WITH BLUE FACING BRICKS

For further information or advice regarding this topic please contact  
Ibstock’s Design & Technical Helpline on 0844 800 4576 or email technical@ibstock.co.uk 

The issues you can avoid are; 

•   
• Peacocking or picture framing 
• Staining 
• Floating during laying 
 

an Ibstock Representative as soon as possible.

TECHNICAL
INFORMATION C12

BLENDING

absolute uniformity of colour is not guaranteed. Therefore blending bricks is 
of paramount importance. 
 
BS 8000: Part 3: Workmanship on Building Sites states;  
 

slices.” 
 

and shade variation.

Blue bricks have gained popularity over recent years 
and are now used for prestigious buildings rather 
than civil engineering. However additional care and 
consideration is required when building with them to 

 

Blend from a minimum 3 packs.
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PROTECTION
To prevent unnecessary staining and ‘peacocking’  
BS 8000: Part 3: Workmanship on building sites states; 

mortar joints causing lime staining and ‘picture framing’.

LIME STAINING, PEACOCKING  
AND PICTURE FRAMING

 

and guidance on lime staining. 

 
causes light diffraction through a very thin surface layer of colloidal  
silica or cementitious material. This is referred to as picture framing 

face it is often referred to as ‘peacocking’.

Ibstock’s Technical Information Sheet B4 gives more guidance  
on peacocking.

Brick Staining

Peacocking
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SCAFFOLD RASH

planks and are not cleaned off before the end of a day. Using scaffold 

FLOATING

MORTAR SMUDGING

‘picture framing’.

INCREASING THE HEIGHT IN A LIFT

amount of cement from a M4 to a M6 to increase the strength of the 

VISUAL ASSESSMENT

Ibstock’s Technical Information Sheet B12 contains more information on 
visual assessment.

REMEMBER

blend not only the colour but the sheen. This obviously entails a large cost. 
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