
Contents

xi

Preface  xix

1	 The Study of Women and Crime................................1

Introduction  1
Historical Criminology  2
Progress Toward Women’s Rights  4
Women, Crime, and Blame  6
The Indirect Effects of the Law on Women  7

Menopause Defense  7

The STEP Act  8

Other Parental Responsibility Laws  8
Women, Violence, and the Death Penalty  10
The Female Offender Today  13
Gender Effects on Perceptions of Crime Risk and Victimization  16
Women in the Workforce Today  18
The Status of Women in the United States Today  19
The Scope of the Text  21
Critical Thinking Questions  21
Additional Resources  22
Popular Films  22
References  22

2	 Theories of Female Criminality................................ 27

Introduction  27
Traditional Criminological Theories and Female Crime  28

Labeling Theory  28

Conflict Theory  31



Contentsxii

Social Control Theories  33

Low Self-Control Theory  34

Social Learning  36

Biological Theories  37
Feminist Perspectives and Female Crime  38

Early Feminist Crime Theories: Liberation and Opportunity  39

Conflict and Economic Marginalization  40

Core Elements of a Feminist Theory Framework  40

A Variety of Feminist Approaches to the Study of Crime  44
The Gender Gap: Theory and Research  46

Is the Gender Gap Narrowing?  46

Violence and the Gender Gap: Contemporary Analyses  47
What These Theories Tell Us  48
Critical Thinking Questions  48
Additional Resources  49
Popular Films  49
References  49

3	 The Female Victim and the Criminal  
Justice System..................................................................... 53

Introduction  53

Assessing Crime Victims’ Risks  54

Women and Fear of Crime  55
Theories About Female Victims  57

Culture Conflict  57

Rational Theories  60
Alternating Roles as Victims and Offenders  64
High-Profile Cases and Victims  65

High-Profile Cases  66

High-Profile Victims  67
Crime and Victimization on Campus  68
Assisting Victims in the Criminal Justice System  72

Finding Solutions to the Epidemic  73
Critical Thinking Questions  73
Additional Resources  74
Popular Films  74
References  74



xiiiContents

4	 Prostitution and Sex Crimes...................................... 79

Introduction  79
Prostitution  80

Prostitution Today  82

Barriers to Exiting Prostitution  84
Rape  85

The Challenges of Measuring Risk of Rape  87

Acquaintance Rape and Recurrent Sexual Victimization  90

Theories and Myths About Rape  92
Control of Pornography and Sexually Explicit Media  95

Studies on the Nature of Pornography  96

Law and the Regulation of Pornography  98
Human Sex Trafficking  99

From Baby Pros to Trafficked Victims  100

Supply and Demand at the Heart of Sex Trafficking  102
Critical Thinking Questions  103
Additional Resources  104
Popular Films  104
References  104

5	 Women and Domestic Violence............................109

Introduction  109
Research Issues  110
Battered Women  112

Theories of Intimate Partner Violence  113

Correlates of Domestic Violence  114

Gender Roles and Values  115

Social Learning as an Explanation of Battering  116

Battered Women’s Syndrome  118
Marital Rape  119

Legal Issues  120

Incidence Rates of Marital Rape  122
Criminal Justice System Responses to Domestic Violence  124

Mandatory Arrest  125

The Minneapolis Experiment  126

Variation in Mandatory Arrest Policies  127

Torrington and Liability  128



Contentsxiv

Other Tools in Combating Domestic Violence  129

Restraining Orders and No-Contact Orders  129

Full Faith and Credit Clause  130

Domestic Violence Shelters  131
New Campus Sexual Misconduct Rules  131
Conclusions  132
Critical Thinking Questions  132
Additional Resources  133
Popular Films  133
References  133

6	 Other Domestic Offenses..........................................137

Introduction  137
Mothers as Murderers  138

Baby Moses/Infant Safe Haven Laws  140
Motherhood on Trial  141

Prosecuting Infanticide: Perceptions and Realities  142

Legislation on Postpartum Psychosis  143

Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy  145
Child Maltreatment and Neglect  148

Drug-Endangered Children  149

Interventions and Treatments  152

Deadbeat Parents and Child Support  152
Matricide  154

Femicide Around the World  156

Women as Victims of Elder Abuse  157

Reducing Family Crime  159
Critical Thinking Questions  161
Additional Resources  161
Popular Films  161
References  162

7	 Female Drug Offending...............................................167

Introduction  167
Women as Drug Offenders  169

The Impact of the War on Drugs  171



xvContents

Interaction Between Drug Offending and Women’s Lifestyles  173

Sources of Interaction  173

Drugs and Social Issues  174

Drugs and Criminological Theories  175
Access to Treatment  177

Treatment for HIV/AIDS  178

Mental Health, Abuse, and Family Support Issues  179
Laws and Policy Responses Affecting Female Drug Offenders  180

Pregnancy  180

Asset Forfeiture and Zero-Tolerance Policies  182

Termination of Parental Rights  183

Mandatory Minimum Sentences and Harsher Drug Laws  184
Conclusions  184
Critical Thinking Questions  185
Additional Resources  185
Popular Films  186
References  186

8	 Women and Corrections.............................................191

Introduction  191
The Female Prison Population Today  192

Female Facilities: When Less Is Less  193

Female Prison Subculture  194
Mothers as Prisoners  197

Visiting Incarcerated Mothers  199

Cross-Gender Pat Down and Strip Searches  202

Medical Issues Inside  203

Women in Immigration Detention  205
Women Are “So Difficult” in Corrections  206
Female Parolees and Reoffending  207

Gender Differences in Parole Recidivism and Instruments  208

Can Generic Risk Assessment Tools Be Applied to Female 
Parolees?  209

Female Parolee/Probationer Needs and Experiences  211
Women Who Marry Prisoners  213
Toward More Gendered Corrections  214
Critical Thinking Questions  215



Contentsxvi

Additional Resources  215
Popular Films  216
References  216

9	 Issues in Female Delinquency................................221

Introduction  221

Female Delinquency by the Numbers  222
Historical Approaches to Girls in Need of Supervision  224

Dysfunctional and Criminogenic Families  226
Delinquent Girls in the Justice System Today  226
Theory and Research on Female Delinquency  228

Subculture Theory  229

Females and Gangs  230

Differential Association Theory and Female Delinquency  232

Control Theory and Social Learning  233
Factors Leading to Increased System Involvement  235

Zero Tolerance and the Creation of Delinquency  236

Female Delinquents and Drugs  238

School Bullying  240

Acting-Out Behaviors and Self-Harm  241
Gender-Based Strategies for Delinquency Prevention  242
Critical Thinking Questions  244
Additional Resources  244
Popular Films  245
References  245

10	 Women Working in the Criminal  
Justice System...................................................................251

Historical Background  251

Women Working in a Male-Dominated Field  252
Women in Law Enforcement  253

Women in Law Enforcement Today  254

The Realities of Women Working in Policing  255

The Women Police Chiefs of Mexico  258

Toward Gender Equality in Policing  259
Women in Law and Courts  260



xviiContents

Women in the Legal Profession Today  261

From Law to Politics  264
Women in Corrections  265

Doing Corrections  266

Women and Risks in Corrections Work  267

Raising the Profile of Women in Criminal Justice  269
Critical Thinking Questions  271
Additional Resources  271
Popular Films  271
References  272

11	 Employment Issues and the Law.........................277

Introduction  277
Women and High-Risk Occupations/Assignments  278
Sexual Harassment  280

Identifying and Analyzing Sexual Harassment  280

Legal Concepts and Issues  283

#MeToo Movement and Its Impact  287
Employment, Promotion, and Wage Differentials  289

Discrimination and Tokenism  290

Disparate or Adverse Impact  292

The Wage Gap and the Equal Pay Act  294

Pregnancy, Light Duty, and Maternity Leave  296

Legal Standards in Workplace Discrimination Litigation  298
Conclusions  299
Critical Thinking Questions  300
Additional Resources  300
Popular Films  300
References  301

12	 Effects of Race, Class, Gender,  
and Culture............................................................................305

Introduction  305
Intersection of Race, Class, and Gender on Offenders and 
Victims  306

The Changing Complexion of America  308



Contentsxviii

The Degenerative Effects of Discrimination  310
Women in a Socially Disorganized Environment  312

Young Women Associating with Gangs  313

Young Female Victims in Mexico  315
Prioritizing Gender and Considering Sameness  316

Research on Differences in Sentencing  316

Gender, Race, and Incarceration: Some Historical 
Observations  319

Gendered Culture, Gendered World, and Gendered Discipline  321

Issues of Gendered Politics and Society  321

Facts May Be Biased Information and Mutant Statistics  322
Policy for the Future  324
Critical Thinking Questions  325
Additional Resources  325
Popular Films  326
References  326

Index  331


