Preface

Legal writing is the foundation of law school and the most enduring skill
of legal practice. Every email, memorandum, motion, or brief shapes a lawyer’s
professional identity. Clear and convincing writing conveys competence and
credibility; poor writing can undermine a client’s case and a lawyer’s repu-
tation. Because of its centrality to all aspects of legal practice, legal writing
has long been a cornerstone of the law school curriculum and the focus of
excellent teaching and scholarship.

Clear and Convincing: Modern Legal Writing builds on that tradition while
offering a fresh approach for today’s law students. Over our many years of
teaching, we have learned that law students arrive with diverse backgrounds,
experiences, and learning styles. Some students thrive on detail; others prefer
concise explanations. Some students are eager to dive into legal discourse;
others feel tentative. The legal writing classroom must cater to all learning
styles and guide students toward becoming confident, professional writers.

This book is guided by a simple but ambitious premise: clarity and
credibility are not just writing skills; they are professional skills. From the first
day of law school to the last day of practice, a lawyer’s credibility rests on the
ability to write and speak clearly and convincingly, whether in an objective memo-
randum, a persuasive brief, a client communication, or a courtroom argument.

What makes this book distinctive?

A modern voice. The book speaks to students in language that is clear,
candid, and accessible. The tone is intentionally conversational and sometimes
humorous, designed to engage students directly while respecting the impor-
tance of the subject matter. The aim is to demystify legal writing without dilut-
ing its rigor. In keeping with the KISS principle — Keep it Simple, Student — the
book presents concepts plainly and directly, reinforcing that clarity is the
hallmark of good legal writing.

A building-block structure. Skills are introduced in carefully sequenced
stages, beginning with foundational concepts and progressing through more
complex forms of analysis and advocacy. Students first develop objective skills
such as rule synthesis, explanation, and application; then they learn to adapt
those same skills for persuasive advocacy. The book also integrates research
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strategies, mechanics, grammar, editing, oral argument, and professional
development. The book is intentionally modular, so chapters can stand alone,
be reordered, or be integrated flexibly into different curricula.

Pedagogical tools that reinforce learning. Each chapter includes features
designed for both student engagement and professor adaptability. Pro Tips dis-
till practice-ready insights. Caution notes highlight common pitfalls. Checklists
translate sometimes abstract principles into concrete steps. Exercises provide
immediate opportunities for student application. These tools reflect decades
of classroom experience and the questions and challenges we have heard most
often from students.

Integration of modern resources. The practice of law continues to evolve.
This text directly addresses the ways technology, digital research, and generative
Al intersect with legal writing. It prepares students to use these tools respon-
sibly and ethically while reinforcing that judgment and accountability remain
central to professional practice. Modern law students are digital learners, accus-
tomed to concise explanations, visual aids, and practical takeaways. This book
speaks to them in that language while still challenging them to adopt and
practice a growth mindset.

A holistic view of the lawyer-in-training. This book emphasizes that
every piece of legal writing, whether a memo, a brief, or a client email, is more
than a form to be copied; every aspect of legal writing reflects a lawyer’s pro-
fessional credibility. Writing is not a side skill; it is the skill that ties all other
skills together.

Professor-friendly design. The book is also written with teaching in mind.
It provides adaptable examples, flexible organization, checklists, handouts,
and exercises. The goal is to support, not dictate, pedagogy, making classroom
time more effective while lightening the preparation burden.

In a crowded field, identity matters. Many texts cover legal analysis,
predictive writing, persuasive writing, mechanics, and oral advocacy. Clear
and Convincing distinguishes itself by offering a modern voice, a carefully scaf-
folded structure, and deliberate attention to the realities of today’s law students
and legal practice. It is rigorous without being impenetrable, comprehensive
without being overwhelming, and modern without being faddish.

Our hope is that students will return to this text throughout law school
and into practice, not as a requirement but as a resource. We want them to see
that learning to write clearly and convincingly is not simply an academic exer-
cise. It is the very essence of lawyering.



