Preface

The study of national security law is both rewarding and complex. Interest
in this field has grown tremendously in the past three decades, reflected in the
increasing popularity of the course in law schools and other courses of study
throughout the nation. All law disciplines involve both complexity and diversity of
pedagogical treatment, as no two texts or professors are the same. However, in this
field, there tends to be greater diversity in the primary text used by students and
the prioritization and treatment of materials by the professor than is commonly
experienced in other disciplines of the law.

This treatise was developed with a very clear objective: provide students with
a resource to aid them in understanding what we consider the essential topics in
any national security law course. We did not endeavor to produce a comprehen-
sive national security law treatise, nor a textbook in the guise of a supplemental
resource. Instead, we focused on key topics of national security law, and within
each topic what we believe are the most important sources and authorities. In so
doing, our goal was to provide a resource that, while certainly not perfectly syn-
chronized with every national security law curriculum in the nation (something
that is probably impossible to achieve), strikes a student-centric balance between
the scope of coverage and feasibility of use to enhance the learning experience.

The diversity of the many sub-topics falling under the broad umbrella
of national security law suggests to us that there is no uniform syllabus for this
broad topic. However, we do believe there are common foundational topics that
will almost inevitably be addressed in a national security law course. Accordingly,
our text begins by addressing general national security law foundational issues,
and then progresses to more specific topical issues. Each chapter, while linked by
very broad themes that permeate the subject generally, is intended to stand on its
own. We believe this will facilitate the utility of the text for students who, where
appropriate, may selectively utilize topical chapters. This has also led us to tailor
the scope and density of each chapter to what we believe is student need, which
we prioritized over any effort to provide a consistent tone through the chapters.
Ultimately, our mission unifies our chapters: provide a useful resource for students.
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We hope those who use our book feel that we have accomplished our mission!
More importantly, we hope students will value the contribution our book makes to
their journey through the complexities of national security law.

We are especially grateful to colleagues and students who helped us in taking
our mission from inception to completion, most notably James Schoettler and Dru
Brenner-Beck, both of whom offered outstanding editorial assistance for our first
edition, and the following Research Assistants who contributed throughout the
development process:

For Professor Corn: Cynthia Roholt, James “Dennis” Kan, Raychel Johnson,
and John Wooldridge.

For Professor Gurulé: Sabina Danek, Michael Krzywicki, and Mitch
Moximchalk. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Mary-Kathryn
Takeuchi for her outstanding research, editing, and other valuable assistance
to the second edition. I would like to thank Melissa Iannuzzi, NDLS ’24, for her
invaluable research, meticulous editing, and other significant contributions to the
third edition.

For Professor Jensen: Grant Hodgson, Caroline Lamb, Court Roper, Aaron
Worthen (first edition), Kyle Watkins (second edition), and Jordin Annett and
Colton Schlesinger (current edition).

Professor Margulies acknowledges the expert assistance of Roger Williams ref-
erence librarians Nan Balliot, Emilie Benoit, and Lucinda Harrison-Cox.

Most importantly, we thank our families and loved ones for their kindness,
patience, and support.
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