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Report card on the Federal Labor Government 2022 – 2025 – compiled by Kirsty McIntyre, March 2025
We’ll look at three areas of the environment to assess how well the Federal Labor govt has fared over the past 3 years.
Generally, the govt has done well in the field of renewables but not very well in fighting climate change and in stopping the logging of native forests. There are many other causes to assess – e.g. salmon fish farming in Tasmania but we will concentrate on these three main areas.
1. What measures have been put in place to take action on climate change?
Our govt has done some good things but there have been some terrible decisions made to make it much worse.
Good achievements:
😃Emissions are falling (but not fast enough)
😃Labor has brought in some good policies, (although these have not kicked in yet):
· Capacity investment scheme - this is designed to boost investment in renewable energy (ways to generate it and store it)
· It has reformed the safeguard mechanism
· It has improved the fuel efficiency standard (which encourages people to buy cleaner cars)
😃Locally, Lisa Chester has approved a new solar power station in Bendigo - Muskerry and this will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 495,000 tonnes per annum.
Terrible decisions:
😣Approving 4 new coal mines (some called “extensions”) and new gas projects. This is terrible because it means that a lot more carbon (21 mill tonnes) will be released into the atmosphere between now and 2030, and even more will be released after it is exported and used in other countries.
· We are the 3rd largest fossil fuel exporter in the world and we export so much coal that we are the 2nd largest exporter of fossil fuel CO2 emissions
Climate change is such a huge, urgent problem and our federal govt needs to do much more.
Although all levels of govt should be trying to do their bit, it’s the federal govt which controls the money given to industry - e.g. subsidies, tax rules and it’s the fed. govt that really needs to lift its game.
If the fed govt doesn’t improve its record on climate change, unfortunately our climate in Australia and the climate around the world will get worse. Our climate has warmed by 1.51 degrees since 1910 and 8 of the warmest years have occurred since 2013. 
The State of the Climate report 2024:
😣oceans around Aust are likely to get even warmer and more acidic, sea levels will rise. There have been more incidents of mass coral bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef.
😣our weather will become more volatile (heatwaves, longer fire seasons, more intense rainfall events, flooding). Some parts of Australia will suffer extreme conditions on a regular basis: flooding, heatwaves, fires. Other regions will become drier and agriculture will become unsustainable. Already, there are some areas where house and property insurance bills have become unaffordable (risen by 30%) and some insurance companies won’t insure in some places. Food will become more expensive if the supply is affected.
😣”many people (84%) have already been directly affected by at least one climate-fuelled disaster since 2019”
😣the cost of damage caused by natural disasters has grown by over 60% to $3.7 billion per year

What do we need to do?
We all need to put pressure on this govt to do much better, especially close to the fed election, to do these things:
· No more approvals of fossil fuel mines - coal and gas
· Coal-fired power stations need to be closed down and phased out
· An ambitious climate pollution target needs to be set, in line with Australia’s Paris commitments
· End all subsidies of coal and gas industries, force them to pay their fair share of tax

2. What have been their actions and policies on native forest logging?
Under Labor, there have been some gains made:
😃$550mill investment to protect threatened plants, mammals and to shield 70 mill hectares of ocean and bush from development
However, there have been many lost opportunities:
😣More mammal species have gone from Australia than any other continent in the world! Our country still has one of the highest rates of species decline in the OECD
😣Every hour in Australia, bulldozers destroy the equivalent of 28 Opera Houses of threatened species habitat (including precious koala habitat). Almost 26,000 hectares of threatened species destruction was approved in 2024, a huge rise from 2023. 3,000 hectares of koala habitat is to be razed. 
Since Australia’s national environmental protection law took effect 25 years ago, more than 7 million hectares of threatened species habitat has been destroyed. Many endangered and vulnerable animals are in peril - Pilbara leaf-nosed bat, northern quoll, superb parrot, ghost bat…

What can we do?
We need put pressure on the govt to:
Stop bulldozing the bush and deliver strong laws to protect wildlife and native forests - at a state and federal level
It’s important to know that state govts make decisions to clear land and log forests but fed govt could make laws which could overrride these laws (sec 52 Constitution, Franklin Dam). They could also declare places to be World Heritage listed.
· Implement a national plan to end deforestation by 2030
· Require businesses to publicly report their impact and take action to remediate damage caused
· Support farmers and restore natural areas on their land
· Boost funding for the protection of nature
Occasionally, businesses take action. Recently, Coles has decided that it won’t source meat from areas cleared.

3. What have been their actions and policies on encouraging renewable energy
Under Labor, renewables have really taken off - is this due to govt incentives or it just makes good business sense and investors and entrepreneurs can see a future in it?
😃Solar and wind energy has been added to the grid
😃There have been more rooftop panels installed - 3.5 million households have solar panels on their roofs, generating 20,000 gigawatts of electricity every year
😃2 more large wind farms installed
😃New solar power station for Bendigo
😃electricity from renewables is growing and in Victoria it makes up 40% of our electrical supply
What more do we have to do?
A lot more needs to be done - more renewable plants need to be built more quickly in the right locations to benefit people.
We could become a renewable manufacturing and export superpower in this industry. We have the expertise and resources but there is not the political will.
We need to support renewable energy, not nuclear, for the following reasons:
· Nuclear is 10 times more expensive than producing energy from solar or wind
· Nuclear power plants consume enormous volumes of water (24 billion litres a year)
· Nuclear power is becoming unpopular overseas and there are fewer trained people to maintain the plants
· It is definitely not safe - even new plants have been known to leak - and the technology needs to be updated frequently
· The waste from nuclear energy is a huge problem - it has to be securely stored for thousands of years, there are no proven safe ways to manage long-lived radioactive waste


So what can WE do?
There are many ways we can put pressure on the govt to do the things they should be doing:
· Write letters, petitions to Tanya Plibersek - Market Forces, Australia Institute, Australian Conservation Foundation -  marketforces.org.au, australiainstitute.org.au, acf.org.au
· Donate
· Divest our super money out of companies supporting fossil fuel, check our banks
· Attend rallies, speak to Lisa Chesters (our local fed rep).
· Vote for parties, individuals whose policies are pro-climate and encourage others to do the same
· Have conversations with people – friends, family, neighbours

Where did I get this info from?
The Guardian newspaper - Adam Morton, Petra Short, Dan Jervis-Bardy
The Climate Council
Australian Conservation Foundation

Who are our candidates for the upcoming federal election (the seat of Bendigo)?
· Lisa Chester - Labor, member of House of Representatives, her office: corner Williamson and Myers Streets, Bendigo, ph: 03 5443 9055
· Andrew Lethlean - Nationals
· Matt Evans - Liberal 
· Avery Barnett Darcy – Greens


