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Origami Butterfly Canvas
Calling all butterfly fans! This beautiful origami 
“sculpture” is a great way to paint and fold your way 
into creating a unique butterfly-filled wall decoration.

HOW TO MAKE IT
STEP 1

Download instructions for an easy origami butterfly. Make as 
many butterflies as you want on white or colored paper — or 
do a combo! Yasutomo Mineral Origami Paper accepts any 
media, wet or dry, so it’s a great option if you want to paint or 
decorate your butterflies before gluing them to the canvas.

STEP 2

Embellish your origami butterflies any way you’d like. We 
used Blick Artists’ Watercolor to add splashes of color.

STEP 3

Create a background for your butterflies by painting the canvas with Blick 
Studio Acrylics. These bright colors cover well, hold brush and palette 
marks, and dry to a lightfast, flexible finish. Allow the canvas to dry.

STEP 4

Use glue to affix the origami butterflies in a pattern 
that suggests movement, freedom, and beauty!
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STEP 5
Allow the finished piece to dry for two or three hours. Hang and enjoy!

IT continued)



Easy Origami Butter!y 
Start with the color side down.

Fold in half diagonally
in both directions. 

Unfold and turn over.

Fold in half in both
directions.

The paper will have
mountain and valley

folds.

Collapse into a triangle 
with two flaps.

Fold left top layer flap up to
top point.

Fold right top layer flap up
to top point. Turn the 

model over.

Fold top layer up past
the top edge approximately 1/2”

past the top edge.

Crease the middle section
outwards then begin

to flatten the two outside corners.

Flatten the two outside corners. Valley fold in half.

Fold at angle on both sides. Pinch  sides together and fold
the wings down to meet.

Open the wings and enjoy!

Diagram courtesy of Yasutomo Inc.          www.yasutomo.com

originally created by Akira Yoshizawa
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