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Included Hardware: Needed Materials: 
•	 Dovetail Joints •	 PVA wood glue

•	 Rubber mallet or 	
small hammer

•	 Soft Cloth, Towel, or 	
Protective Surface 

Lay out the four frame sections into two “L” shapes, placing the long sides on the left and the short 
sides on the right. This helps prevent accidentally joining two sides of the same length.

Apply a small amount of glue to the mitered ends of both pieces, just enough to cover the joint. 
Spread the glue evenly with the nozzle tip. Place the pieces face down and let the glue sit for about 
15 seconds until tacky.

Important: Do not fill the routed opening with glue.

1. Prepare the Corners

Align the glued ends to form a clean 90° angle. Join the two “L” shapes by inserting a dovetail key 
into the routed opening and tapping it gently with a rubber mallet or small hammer. Tap the key in 
partway, adjust the corner if needed, then drive it fully into place. For float frames, place a support 
block inside the corner to support the bottom of the frame while tapping. Wipe away any excess 
glue with a damp cloth.

Join the third corner, then the fourth, until the frame is fully assembled.

Allow the frame to dry for at least 4 hours before inserting your artwork, glazing, and backing.

For instructions on installing and hanging artwork, see Wood Frame Assembly sheet.

2. Secure the Joints
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