
Utrecht Art Supplies
Product Profiles: Primer Coverage 

Ask the Expert: How much area does Utrecht
Acrylic Gesso cover? How does this 
compare to Oil Priming White?"

A: Because there's so much variation in 
absorbency and texture of grounds, and 
because individual technique is a factor, each 
artist's experience will vary, but we can give 
some general guidelines. 

The Chicago Public Art Group estimates 1 gallon
of acrylic gesso will cover 100-300 square feet 
of wall space. We estimate one pint of gesso will
cover about 12.5 to 37.5 square feet. 

Rough surfaces require more gesso to 
achieve full coverage

For Oil Priming White, we recommend 2 
tablespoons of primer plus 1 tablespoon of 
thinner per 18x24" canvas (3 square feet). There
are 64 tablespoons in a quart, so we estimate 
single-coat coverage for 1 quart of primer should
be about 96 square feet (an area of about 9.75 
by 9.75 feet, or the equivalent of 4 canvases 4 
feet square with primed sides). Most artists 
apply more than one coat, however. Regarding 
sizing for oil primed canvas: one pound of RSG 
will cover 6 to 10 yards of fabric. 
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