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Art History: Classical Technique- The Frottis

This unfinished painting, “Madame Récamier” by Jacques-Louis David exhibits the initial rubbed-in image 
called the frottis.

The frotté (”rubbed") technique involves a thin layer of oil color diluted with thinner, applied with vigorous 
brush work. While the palette is largely composed of earth colors, the image is actually worked up in a 
relatively full palette even at this early stage. This approach establishes a lean (low oil), smooth 
underpainting that supports subsequent layering.

Bright (short flat) natural bristle brushes work well for For the frotté technique (though David’s work 
precedes the development of metal ferrule flat brushes). 
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