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TPAKUCKN YHUBEPCUTET, ATPAPEH DAKYJITET

CTAHOBHUIE

or: Jdou. a-p Aurea iBaHos IlaBs10B

Hayuna crnieuansoct: Exonoaus u onaseane nd exocucmemume; TIpodecnoHaHO HanpaBiCHUC 4.3.
Buonoeuuecku nayku, O6nact Ha Buciue 00pa3oBaHue 4.0. IIpupoonu HayKu, MameMamura u
ungpopmamuxa,

OTHOCHO: KOHKypC 32 JloueHT" no HayuHa crietMaiHocT: Buoxumusi, [IpodecoHanHo HanpaBJieHHE
4.3. Buonozuyecku nayxku, O6nactT Ha BUCILIC o6pasosanue 4.0. [Ipupoonu HayKu, mamemamuxa u
ungpopmamuxa B ArpapeH ®akynret npy Tpakuiickv YHUBEPCUTET, Cr. 3aropa

1. Undopmanusi 32 KOHKypca

KoHKYpCHT € 00sBeH 32 HYKIMTE Ha KaTeaApa _Bronoruyeckn HayKku' npu A® na Tp. V. B /IB 0Op.
81 /11.10.2022 r., cbC CPOK 2 Meceua. VyacTBaM B ChCTaBA Ha HAYYHOTO XKYpH M0 KOHKYypca CBIJIACHO
3anosen Ne 4028/ 12.12.2022 r. Ha Pexropa Ha Tp. Y. - Cr. 3aropa.

2. Kparka uapopmanus 3a KaH1An1aTa B KOHKYpca

1. Acucrent Ennua Boromunosa Bhbikosa € eIMHCTBEH KaHAM/aT B KOHKYpCa. 3apbpllBa CPEAHOTO
cu obOpazoBaHue Npe3 1995 r. B [lpodecronanHa ruMHasus Mo XPaHMTEIHO-BKYCOBU W XUMUTHH
texnonorud rp. HynHuua. Buciue oOpa3zyBaHue 3anucBa B Coduiicku Y HUBEPCUTET, BuosoruieH
daxyarer KpAETO Mpe3 2000 r. 3aBbpllBa Karo Marucrep ¢ npuaooura kBaaupuKalys yuuTen 1o
OMOJIOTHS U XUMMUA.

Ciiej1 3aBbpIIBaHe Ha 06pasoBaHUETO CH IJl. aC. Enuua Bbakosa paboTu B peauna NpOU3BOICTBEHH
npeAnpusATHsa OT MeTalypriinara u XPaHUTEIHO-BKYCOBA POMHILIEHOCT KaTo JJabopaHT, KbAETO
YChBBPLICHCTBA YMEHUATA €U 38 AHAINA3 M KOHTPOJ Ha pa3iuyHHU MPOU3BOACTBEHH npouecu. OCBeH B
NPOU3BOJICTBOTO TA pabotu u B cepara Ha 06pa30BaHKETO M0 CreLUaNHOCTTa CH ,,yuuTes no ouonorus
1 XUMHA

Ot 2008 r. cien koHkype Enmua BbakoBa € u30paHa 3a aCUCTCHT MO OGuoxuMus B Arpapet
daxynrer Ha TpakuHCKu Vuusepeuter. Ilpes 2015 T. BamuraBa JOKTOPCKA JMCepTallus Ha Tema:
,,CpaBHHMTENIHO MPOYy4YBaHe Ha HiAKOM Te)KM METajd B OpraHmMsma Ha XeTepOTPO(HH XUAPOOHOHTH OT
pojoemu B pernon Crapa 3aropa® Ot 2016 r. 10 HACTOALLMA momeHnT Ennua Bbikosa € Ha JUIBKHOCT 5,
[ JlaBeH aCHCTEHT MO OMOXUMUS™

3. NzmbaHeHHe HA M3HCKBAHHUSATA 32 3aeMaHe Ha aKkajgeMH4yHaTa JJIbKHOCT

3. 1. HsnwaneHue Ha U3UCKeaHusma no Ipunooicenue 8.1.



Kanpuaarbr e msnbanun Bemuxn HAIHOHATHH MHHHMAJIHH M3HCKBAHMS 32 3aeMaHe Ha
AKaEMHYHATA JIBKHOCT ,,JlomeHT® Mo Hayuna cnenmannocr: buoxumust; Ipodecnonanno
Hanpasienne 4.3. Buonozuuecku nayku; OGaact ua BuCWEe obpasoBanue 4.0. IIpupoonu HayKu,
Mamemamuka u UH@opmamuka, B T.4. W W3MCKBAHMSTA M0 KPHUTEPHHMTE perjaMeHTHPAHH B
Hpunoxenne 8.1. or Mpasunnuxa 3a paséumue na akademuunua cvcmas ¢ Tp. Y. Toii ne camo
TIOKpPUBA, HO M HAAXBBPJISA 110 TOYKH HSIKOM OT M0-BAKHHTE OUueHbYHH nokasarean: I', /I u E.

4. Ouenka Ha yyeGHO-npenogaBaTecKaTa AeiHoCT

Kanaupatsr uma 14 rogunu fpenonaparescku crax. Uspesxaana e ynpaxsenus no CJIeIHUTE
AMCUMIUIMHM: “Buoxumus® , Buoxumus u OuoTexHoMOrMK“, “BHOXUMHS Ha pacrenusTa®, , bBuoxumus Ha
XUAPOOHOHTHUTE HA CTYACHTH OT CHeLnanHoCTUTe 300MHKEHEPCTBO, Exonorus, ArponomcTso u
Pu6oBbacteo u AKBaKkynTypa. Yuactsana e B MPOBEXKNAHETO HA CEMECTPHAIHU U AbPXKABHU M3MUTH Ha
PEIIOBHU M 3aI04YHH CTYIE€HTH OT CIIOMEHATUTE M0-rope cnelmralIHoCTH.

YuacrtBana e B pa3paboTBaHeTo, akTyanuzauusTa 1 OCBHBPEMEHABAHETO Ha GaKanaBbpCKU yueGHuU
nporpamu B ArpapeH ¢akyarer.

Kannunarsr B konkypcea riac, Enuua Bwikosa, uma usnaneno »PBKOBOJCTBO 3a ynpaskHenus no
61oXUMHUA“ B chaBTOPCTBO - 2019 T, YuacTBana e kato uiieH B cheTasa Ha paboTHa rpyna B
MEKAyHapoaeHn npoekt: Norway Grants — Innovation Norway. Ipoekr no HOpBEeXKa rporpama 3a
CbTPYAHUYECTBO ¢ bbarapus: ,, Assessment, reduction and prevention of air, water and soil pollution in
Stara Zagora region”Ne 2008/115236 (2009-2011r.)

S. Kparka XapaKTepPHCTHKA HA NpPeACTABEHHUTE Hay'YHH TpyaoBe/my6jauKanuu
B o6sBenuns konkype 3a »Houent®, ri. ac. Enuua Bwikosa y4qacTBa ¢ oblia Hay4yHa NpoAYKLKs OT

17 nayunu tpyna no NMPOMECHOHAHOTO HanpaBieHue Kato 4 OT TSX Ca CBbP3aHU C JuUcepTaLusaTa 3a
npuaobuBane Ha OHC »lOKTOP* U He ca obekT Ha OLCHKA B HACTOALIOTO cTaHoBHILE. [TyGnukauuy B

6. Cunresupana ouenxa na OCHOBHHTE HAYYHH W HAYYHO-IPHIOKHH NPHHOCH Ha
KaHIuaaTa

Haquo-n3cneﬂ03aTen0KaTa pa60Ta Ha KaHaupara e KOMILJIEKCHa CbCPENOTOYEHA B HAKOJKO
HarpaBJICHUSI, KOUTO i€ ce onuTam fa pe3roMupam HaKparko:

Exog0ro-6noxumuyno CbCTOSIHHE HA XHAPOEKOCHCTEMHUTE.

[IpoBeneHo e mawa6uo M3CJI€/IBaHE 3a U3sICHABAaHE Ha CKOJIOr0-OMOXMMMYHHS cTaTyc Ha XHUJpo-
CkocHcTemuTe Ha pervon Crapa 3aropa 3a npoyusane Ha HUBATa Ha TexKU Metanu: Fe, Mn, Cr, Zn, Cu,
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Pb, Ni, Cd upe3 u3non3BaHe Ha OMONOrMYHM MApKepu KaTo HEPEH Apo6 W MycKyjnarypa Ha wapaH
MycKyJjiaTypa Ha Muja ,,3e0pa.“TIpuHoChT MMa OpUrMHaJICH HAY4HO-TIPHJIOXKEH XapaKTep. Y CTAHOBEHO €
HarprMep, Ue HAKOM TeKKHM MeTalu MMaT HUCKM MOMEHTHH KOHLICHTPALMH BLE BOJMTE HA U3CJEIBAHUTE
0GEKTH, HO B MYCKYJ/IaTypaTa Ha MUIMTE Ca HEKOJIKOKPATHO M0-BUCOKH, KOETO I'it MpasH 10-HaeKHHU
GHOJIOrMUYHM MHAMKATOPH 33 3aMbpCsiBaHe Ha BoauTe. Pesynrarute OT NpOyuBAHETO €4 nyGJMKyBaHH! B
peHomupanu Hayynu criucaunus. (Tpynose: 5,11, 124:8)

Bpb3Ka MekAY ChIbPHKAHMETO HA TEXKKH METAIH B HIKOH KOMIIOHEHTH Ha OKOJIHaTa
cpeaa, pubKTe KATO XpaHa M 3/ipaBeTo Ha YOBEKa.

YV CTAHOBEHO € CHJIHO CE30HHO BIIMSAHUE BbPXY KaUeCTBOTO HA MECOTO Ha HAKOM MHU/H, KOCTO
0GycaBs TAXHATA KOHCYMALUsl IPe3 JIETHHs CE30H, NMOpajH 10-BHCOKOTO ChAbPXKAaHUE Ha MPOTEHH U
HeHACHTEHU MACTHH KHCEIMHU. B pe3yTaT Ha M3BBPIICH aHANIU3 OTHOCHO ChBPIKAHUETO HA TEKKU
metanu Pb, Cd, Hg B MyckynaTypaTta Ha MUAUTE OT BU/A Mpytilus galloprovincialis v panaHuTe OT BUIA
Rapana venosa € yCTaHOBEHA JIMIICA HA NPEBULIABAHE HA MAKCUMAITHO JIOMYCTUMUTE KOHLIEHTPALIMK
onpenenenu ot pernament Ne 1881 na EBporeiickata KOMUCHS 32 3aMbPCUTENH B XPAHUTE, [0paiH
KOETO MOJKE Jia Ce 3aKJIIOUM, Y& NOTpeOICeHHEeTO Ha MUK U pallaHi BbB BapHeHCKYs 3a/IMB HE KPHE PUCK
3a 31paBeTo Ha xopara. [[PMHOCHT MMa KaKTO Hay4HO-TIPUIIONEH Taka 1 HAy4YHO-TEOPETUYEH XapaKTeP
nopajy MaabHOCTTa Ha NPOY4BAHETO 1 W34HC/ICHHTE CTOMHOCTH Ha LIEHHU 32 KOHCyMaTopa
rnokasatenan. Ilpu npoydBaHe 3a Bpb3Ka MEXy ChABPKAHMETO HA Cd, Cu, Pb 1 Zn BbB BB3YX,
[uTeliHa BOJa, MPYeM Ha XpaHa (MyCKyJ1aTypaTa Ha W3C/Ie/BaHUTE BULOBE mapaH) W COLMAIHO 3HAUMMHU
3a6onasanus kato XOBb e yctanoBeHa TakaBa 3aBUCUMOCT. JlaHHWTE OT T€3M U3CJIeBaHus ca
ny0JMKyBaHHU B TPYOBE: 6, 10, 15,16,

PenpoayKTHBHH NPOLECH NPH pubuTe U BJMSIHUETO HM OT pas/IHiHH ¢axTOpH Ha

Bb3jeiicTBHE

WsclieBaHo € BIAMSHMETO HAa aHTPOTOreHHO 3aMbpCABAHE € npenapara MaHro3ed B IMbCTHPBOBU
(epmu. Pesynrarute nokassar, 4e puGUTE He HATPYMBAT KAHLUEPOTEHEH NPOLYKT IpH pasrpaxiaHe Ha
npenapata 1 ciieji 60-1HEBHO n3J1arate B KOHLIEHTPALIMKU pa3peLleHn OT eBPOMNENCKOTO 3aKOHOIATEIICTBO.
MakCHMaJHOTO HUBO Ha OCTAaTBK OT Mperapara ¢ Hal'bjaHo Ge30macHo 3a norpeduTenuTe Ha MbCTbpBa.
Bblpeku TOBa MMa PUCKOBE 33 PENpOAYKTHBHH HapyLIeHUs B [ICTHPBOBUTE CTONAHCTBA, KOUTO morat
OTYACTH 1a ObJAT KOMIMEHCHpaHW 4pe3 W3MOJ3BAHE Ha criepMoaKTHBAlMOHHA Cpela 3a M3KyCTBCHO
ocemensiBane Ha xaiiBepa. (Tpyzose: 7 u 17)

Usnoa3BaHe Ha XpaHUTEJIHH nobGaBKu € 1LeJ nogo0psiBaHe HA XpaHeHeTO H
$H3HOJIOTHYHOTO  CHCTOSIHHE Ha XHAPOOHOHTHUTE.

VY CTaHOBEHO €, 4€ EKCTpakT OT ,,CladbK dnar* (Acorus calamus), nobaBeH KbM XpaHara Ha Ibrosa
nberbpBa (O. mykiss) € J0BeJIO 10 yBeIM4aBaHe Ha pacrexa Ha puduTe 1 noo0psiBaHe Ha XpaHUTEIHUA
koe(uIMEHT Ha npeobpasyBaHe (FCR) npu eKcrepuMeHTalHu pubu. ExcTpakTsT OT ,,ClHadbK ¢nar®,
W3MO3BaH KaTo 106aBKa, 1o00psiBa XpaHEHETO U U3MONOrMUHOTO CHCTOAHNE HA pubute. Pesynrarure
ca OGHa/eXIaBally, HO € HeoOXOAMMO MNpeLu3UpaHe {pes [O-HATATHIIHA WM3CJe]BaHus C pas3jIniHU
KOHLIGHTPALIMK ¥ Pa3iM4HU BUIOBE CKCTPAKTH. PesysTaTite ¥ HanpaBeHUTE M3BOJHM Ca ny0JaMKyBaHu B

Tpyn 13.

7. OCHOBHH KPUTHYHH 0eeKKH U NPENnopbKH

1) HpenopquaM Ha KaHaujarta Ja npoabJDKH u3clieaoBaresickara CH JIEMHOCT B HAKOU OT [IOCOYCHUTE
HarpaBJCHUA HO-Sa}]’bII60‘{CHO U MO-1E€J1€HACOYCHO.



2) [la npoabmku myOIMKALMOHHATA CU JEHHOCT B PCHOMUpAHU HAyYHU M3JaHUS, BKIIOYEHH B
cBeToBHUTE 0a3u naHHM — Scopus U Web of Science

8. 3akiouenue

[IpencraBenara usnocTHa Hay4HO-NyGIMKALMOHHA M MperojaBaTeicka AHHOCT Ha KaHaMJarTa e
MoKa3aTe] 3a LE/IeHacoYeHa HayYHO-H3CIeloBaTe/ICKa paboTa ¢ peajHu HayYHH U NIPUIIOKHU NPUHOCH 32
HayKaTa WM MpakTuUKaTa. Pesynratute oT HayyHWMTe W3CNEIBAHMS HA KAHAMAATA ca nyOIMKYBaHU B
pedepupaHy 1 MHAEKCHUPAHH HAIUW W 4y>KAECTPAHHH HAy4YHHM CIMCAHMS M ca LIMTUPAHU B CBETOBHHUTE
6a3u naHHu- Scopus u Web of Science.

Kanaunatst oTroBaps Ha MMHUMaNHWTE HALMOHAIHM M3UCKBaHUS, KAaKTO W Ha BCHYKHU
AOMBJHKTENIHY KpUTepHH, pernamenTupann B [IPAC na Tpakwuiickus YHuBepcuTeT 3a akajeMHUyHATa
ABXKHOCT ,, JloueHT* no npodecnonanto nanpasnenue 4.3. Buonrozuuecku HAayKu.

KaTo u/ien Ha HayYHOTO )KypH JaBaM NOJI0XKHTE/IHA OLlEHKA Ha KaHAH/aTa U Npenopb4yBam
Ha yBaXKaeMHTE “JeHOBe Ha )KypuTO U Ha ®C Ha AD ja NpUCHIAT aKAZEMHYHATA JIbKHOCT
»JlOLeHT* Ha rJ. ac. A-p Enuna Boromuaosa Bwiakosa no Hayuyna cneumaaunocr ,,Buoxumus®,
npodecnonaaHo nanpasienne 4.3. Buonozuuecku nayku 3a HYKIMTe Ha KaTelapa ,,Buosornueckn
Hayku* npu A® na Tpakuiicku Yuusepcurer, Cr. 3aropa.

Hara: 30.01.2023 r. Homnwyce: ...,
CT. 3aropa /nou. x-p Auresn IlaBnos/
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TRAKIA UNIVERSITY, FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE

OPINION

By: Assoc. Prof. Angel Ivanov Pavlov, Ph.D.

Doctoral Degree Program: Ecology and Ecosystems Protection; Professional Field 4.3. Biological Sciences,
Area of Higher Education 4.0. Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Informatics

Regarding: procedure for the academic position Assoc. Professor in Biochemistry, Professional Field
4.3. Biological Sciences, Area of Higher Education 4.0. Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Informatics
at the Faculty of Agriculture of Trakia University, Stara Zagora

1. Information about the procedure

The procedure has been published for the needs of the Department of Biological Sciences at the
Faculty of Agriculture, Trakia University, in the State Gazette issue 81 dated 11 October 2022 for a 2-
month period. I have been appointed member of the Academic Jury for this procedure by Order Ne 4028
from 12 December 2022 issued by the Rector of Trakia University, Stara Zagora.

2. Brief information about the Candidate in the procedure

Chief Asst. Prof. Elitsa Bogomilova Valkova, Ph.D. is the only candidate in the announced
procedure. She graduated from the Vocational School for Food and Chemical Technologies in Dupnitsa
in 1995. with secondary school teacher qualification in biology and chemistry. In order to further her
education, she enrolled at Sofia University's Faculty of Biology and in 2000, earned a Master's degree
with a professional qualification secondary school teacher of biology and chemistry.

After completing her studies, Chief Asst. Prof. Elitsa Valkova gained experience as a laboratory
assistant in several manufacturing companies in the metallurgical and food sectors, where she honed her
analytical and quality assurance abilities in various production processes. In addition to her work in
production, she also taught biology and chemistry in an academic setting.

Since 2008, Elitsa Valkova has held the position of Assistant Professor in Biochemistry at the
Faculty of Agriculture at Trakia University, after successfully competing for the position. In 2015, she
successfully defended her doctoral dissertation titled "Comparative study of some heavy metals in the
organism of heterotrophic hydrobionts from water reservoirs in the Stara Zagora region." Since 2016, she
has held the title of Assistant Professor in Biochemistry.

3. Eligibility for faculty position
3.1. Eligibility according to Appendix 8.1.



The Candidate meets all national minimum eligibility requirements for the academic position
Assoc. Professor of Biochemistry; Professional Field 4.3. Biological Sciences; Area of Higher
Education 4.0. Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Informatics, including the requirements for the
criteria regulated by Appendix 8.1. of the Development of Academic Staff Act of Trakia University.
She does not only meet but even surpass the minimum required score for some of the more
important assessment indicators - G, D, and E.

4. Evaluation of the candidate’s teaching experience

The Candidate has 14 years of teaching experience and has taught seminars on various disciplines
such as "Biochemistry," "Biochemistry and Biotechnologies," "Biochemistry of Plants," and
"Biochemistry of Hydrobionts" to students pursuing degrees in Zooengineering, Ecology, Agronomy, and
Fishery and Aquaculture.

She has also participated in administering semester and state exams for both full-time and part-time
students from the aforementioned degrees. Furthermore, the candidate has been involved in the
development, updating, and modernization of undergraduate curricula within the Faculty of Agriculture.

The candidate in the procedure, Chief Asst. Prof, Elitsa Valkova, co-authored the “Manual for
practical exercises in biochemistry* in 2019. Additionally, she has participated as a member of a working
group in an international project, which was funded by the Norwegian cooperation programme Norway
Grants — Innovation Norway: ,,Assessment, reduction and prevention of air, water, and soil pollution in
Stara Zagora region” Ne 2008/115236 (2009-2011)

S. Brief overview of the submitted scientific papers/publications

In the announced procedure for obtaining the title of Assoc. Professor, Chief Asst. Prof. Elitsa
Valkova is participating with a total academic production of 17 scientific papers in her field of expertise,
4 of which are related to her habilitation thesis for obtaining the educational and scientific title of Doctor
and are not being considered in this evaluation. Out of the remaining 13 publications, 4 have been
published in journals with an Impact Factor (IF) and 9 have been published in journals with an Impact
Rang (SJR), resulting in a total IF of 7,027. The citation index (h-index SCOPUS) is 5. Additionally,
Chief Asst. Prof. Elitsa Valkova has also published a monograph and a manual. This brings the total
number of points for the group of indicators (G) to 205, with the minimum national requirement being
200 points.

From the group of indicators D (Citations in scientific Jjournals, monographs, volumes of collected
works and patents, referenced and indexed in world-renowned academic research databases such as Web
of Science and Scopus), according to the reference check made by the Trakia University’s Library there
are 28 citations, which earns 56 points, with the minimum required score being 50. Overall, the Candidate
has accumulated a total of 437.6 points, surpassing the minimum national score requirement for the
academic position Associate Professor of 400 points.

6. Short evaluation of the core scientific and scientific and applied contributions of the
Candidate

The Candidate's research work is diverse and multifaceted, encompassing a range of different
areas. In summary, her work is focused on several key areas including:

Ecological-biochemical condition of hydro ecosystems.



The Candidate has conducted an extensive study to evaluate the ecological and biochemical status of
aquatic ecosystems in the Stara Zagora region. The study aimed to identify levels of heavy metals such as
Fe, Mn, Cr, Zn, Cu, Pb, Ni, Cd using biomarkers such as carp’s liver and musculature and the
musculature of zebra shellfish. The study had a unique scientific and practical significance and found, for
instance, that some heavy metals have low instantaneous concentrations in the waters of the studied sites,
but in the mussels’ musculature they are several times higher, thus making them more reliable biological
indicators of water pollution. The results of the study have been published in reputable scientific journals
(Works 5, 11, 12, and 8).

Relationship between the presence of heavy metals in some environmental components, fish
consumption, and human health.

The research found a strong seasonal influence on the quality of the meat of some mussels, which
determined their consumption during the summer season due to the higher protein and unsaturated fatty
acids content. It also established (after analysing the content of the heavy metals Pb, Cd, Hg in the
musculature of mussels from the species Mytilus galloprovincialis and rapanas from the species Rapana
venosa) that the maximum permissible concentrations determined by Comission Regulation (EC) No.
1881 setting maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs were not exceeded and thus
concluded that the consumption of mussels and clams in the Varna Bay does not pose a risk to human
health. The research has both practical and theoretical implications due to the scope of the study and the
determined values of indicators that are important for consumers.

Additional study also established a relationship between the content of Cd, Cu, Pb and Zn in air, drinking
water, food intake (the musculature of the studied carp species), and socially significant diseases such as
COPD. Findings of these studies have been published in works 6, 10, 15, and 16.

The impact of various factors on the reproductive processes in fish

The study investigated the effects of anthropogenic contamination with the preparation mangozeb
in trout farms, and found that the fish do not accumulate carcinogenic product upon the degradation of the
preparation even after a 60-day exposure in concentrations allowed by European laws. This means that
maximum residue level of the preparation is completely safe for trout consumers. However, the study also
found that there may be risks of reproductive problems in trout farms, but these risks can be mitigated by
using a sperm activation medium during artificial insemination. The results of this research can be found
in works 7 and 17.

Use of food supplements to improve nutrition and the physiological condition of hydrobionts

The use of a Sweet flag (4dcorus calamus) extract as a dietary supplement for rainbow trout (O. mykiss)
has been found to improve fish growth and an improved feed conversion ratio (FCR) in experimental fish.
Sweet flag extract supplement improves the diet and the physiological state of fish, but further research is
needed to determine optimal dosage and extract variations. These findings have been published in Work
13,

7. Main critical notes and recommendations

1) I recommend that the Candidate should focus their research on some of the specific areas mentioned
above and further investigate them in-depth.



2) It is also recommended that the Candidate continue to publish their work in reputable scientific
Journals that are indexed in databases such as Scopus and Web of Science.

8. Conclusion

The submitted complete body of work demonstrates the Candidate’s clear focus on their research
and a significant contribution to both theoretical and applied sciences. Their research results have been
published in reputable national and international Journals and have been recognized by inclusion in the
Scopus and Web of Science databases.

The Candidate meets the minimum national eligibility requirements, as well as all additional
criteria, established in the Development of Academic Staff Act of Trakia University for the academic
position Assoc. Professor within the Professional Field 4.3. Biological sciences.

In my capacity as a member of the Academic Jury I hereby give a positive evaluation to the
Candidate and give my recommendation to the esteemed members of the Jury of the Faculty
Committee, Faculty of Agriculture, ‘FOR’ granting the academic rank Assoc. Professor of
Biochemistry, Professional Field 4.3. Biological sciences to Chief Asst. Prof. Elitsa Bogomilova
Valkova, Ph.D., for the needs of the Department of Biology, Faculty of Agriculture, Trakia
University, Stara Zagora.

30 January 2023 Signature...........................
Stara Zagora /Assoc. Prof. Angel Pavlov, Ph.D./



