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TPAKUMCKU YHUBEPCUTET, ATPAPEH ®AKVJITET

CTAHOBUIIE

Ot:  gou. a-p Exarepuna Cumeonosa IIncanosa,
dusnko-rexnosornueH ¢pakyarer Ha [lI0BIUBCKM yHUBEPCUTET ,.LL.
Xunengapeku®, npodpecronanto Hanpasjenue: 4.1 Gu3nIecKn HaAyKu

OTHOCHO: KOHKYPC 3a aKajeMH4Ha JUIRKHOCT . JOUeHT* no ,dusuka‘
(o6nact Ha Bucine obpasosanue: 4. [Ipupojnu Hayku, MaTeMaTHKa
n undopmaruka: npodecnoHaiHo Harpasienue: 4.1 dusnyeckn
Haykn) B Arpape daxynrer Ha Tpakuiickn YHupepcuter — Crapa
3aropa

1. Uudopmanus 3a KOHKypca
KoHKypehT € 00siBeH 3a HYKAUTe Ha KaTejlpa ., ArpapHo WHKCHEPCTBO™,
Arpapen dakyarer Ha Tpakuiicku yuusepcurer — Crapa 3aropa B JIB 0Op. 60
/14.07.2023.
Hassauena ¢bM 3a WICH HA HAYYHOTO XKYPH 10 TO3U KOHKYPC ChIIACHO
Saroe Ne 3526/10. 10. 2023 na Pexropa Ha Tpakuiickus yHUBEPCUTET.

2. Kparka undopmauus 3a KaHAUJIaTATE B KOHKYpPCa

CamMo eauH KamjugaT € Mojanl JAOKYMEHTH 3a ydacThe B OOABEHUS
koHkypc: Becenuna Bacuiea Y3yHOBa, TMOCTIOKTOPAHT - HAYUCH CHTPYAHUK
(brodpusuka Ha MOJEKYJSIPHO pas3lio3HaBaHe) B YUWIHMIIETO M0 HAayKd 3a
kuBoTa KbM Daxyiareta MO NPUPOJHN HAYKH, YOPYUKCKU YHUBEPCUTET,
KosbsuTpu, BemukoOpuranust.

He no3znaBam nuuHO KaHuara.

IIpe3z 2005 r. Becenmnmna VY3yHoBa € 3apbplidia Marucrparypa 1o
Mmeauuuna B Tpakuiickust yHusepeuter — Crapa 3aropa.

[Mpes 2010 r. T4 € 3aWUTUIA JUCepTalMsd 3a IPUCHKIAHC Ha
oOpasosarennara u Hayuna crerien (OHC) ,jpokrop™. Heiinara auceprauus ¢
Ouia npejicTaBeHa B Kareapara 110 XUMUYHO U BHOMOJICKYISIPHO MHIKEHEPCTBO
Ha XrocrbHekusd yHusepeureT (XroocrbH, Tekcac, CAILL). Cnopea A0KyMEHT,
m3ganeH ot Hamuonamuus ILlentsp 3a MWudopmanus u JlokymeHTaUus



(HAIIU M), aummomara it 3a OHC . jgokrop™ e mpusHarta B Hpo(eCHOHATHO
Hanpasienne 4.2 Xumudecku Hayku (MmkeHepHa XuMust).

Ipe3 2011-2012 r. 1-p Becenuna V3yHoBa e 3aeMana MocTAOKTOpaHTCKA
nosuuus B Llentspa mo Monekyasipuo Buonmkeneperso kM Texuudeckus
yHusepcuteT B Jlpesnen, ['epmanns.

Or 2014 r. jo cera T4 e TMOCTAOKTOPAHT ~— Hay4eH CBTPYAHUK
(buodmsuka ma MOIEKYISIPHO pasio3HaBaHc) B YUWIMIIETO 10 HAayKH 3a
KuBoTa KbM Dakynrera Mo IPUPOAHH HAYKH, YOPYUKCKM YHHUBEPCHUTET,
KoswuTpH, BeauxkoOpuranus.

IIpes nocnenunte ase rojpunu, 2022 — 2023 r., s e yuacTBaia B 4
Hayu4HO-U3CIIeJ0BATEICKI TIPOCKTA.

3. M3nbjaHeHHe Ha H3HCKBAHUATA 32 3aeMaHe HA aKaJleMMYHATa
NJTBXKHOCT
JI-p Becenuna Y3ynoBa mma myOnukyBaHu oOmo 26 HayuHH TpyJa -
KHUTA Ha 6a3aTa Ha 3aUTeHa JucepTanms 3a npuckxiaane na OHC | goxTop®,
rjlaBa OT KOJIEKTUBHA MoOHOrpadust 1 24 HayuyHu craTud, or Kouto 20 ca B
crmcanug ¢ IF. 3a yyacte B KOHKypca Ts ¢ npeiacrasuia 16 sarnmasus - 15
HAayYHU CTaTUH, KOUTO HE MOBTApAT TaKMBa OT TpoleAypara 3a NpuaoOHuBaHe
Ha OHC ,toxrop™ m xHMra, GasupaHa Ha JucepTanmsiTa il 3a NPUCHKIaHEe Ha
OHC _gpokrop®™. Ceriacno Ilpwiokenue 8.1, MUHMMaTHUTE HAIMOHAIHU U
AOMBJIHUTENNHUTE  U3UCKBAHMSA  Ha  TpakulicKust ~ YHUBEPCUTET  KbM
nyOaMKalMoHHaTa JeHHOCT Ha KaHjWaTHTE 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akajeMU4HaTa
JUTBKHOCT L, JIOUECHT ™ 110 “@Du3uka‘ ca n3paseHu upes rnoxkasaresiu ot rpynure B
n I' u crorsercTBar Ha B=100 n I'=200. CroiiHocTHTE Ha Te3M MoKazaTelu 3a

CripaBkara 3a UMTHPaHMATA I0KA3BA, Y€ HAYYHUTE TPYHOBE HA J-p
Becenmna Y3yHoBa nMar 59 He3aBUCHMM [MTHUpAHWUs B HayuHM ITyOIMKaluu,
HHACKCUpaHu B 0OasuTe AaHHM ¢ HayuHa uHpopmauus Web of Science u
Scopus. MunnMaaHuaT Opoit HE3aBUCUMH LMTUPAHUs, KOHTO ce M3MCKBa 3a
3aCMaHEe Ha akaJeMHUuYyHaTa JIBKHOCT . JoHeHT 1o ,Pusnka™ e 25. Ungekest
Ha riuTupyemoct (h-index, o Scopus) Ha kanaugata e 11.

lokaszarenure na a-p Becenmua V3yHoBa, cBbp3aHu ¢ MyOIMKallMoOHHA
AKTUBHOCT W LUTHUPAHUs, HANBJIHO YJOBJICTBOPSABAT M3MUCKBAHUATA 34 3aeMaHe
Ha akaJieMUYHaTa JUIbKHOCT ,,JIOIICHT 10 HU3MKa™.

4. Ouenka Ha y4eOHO-IPenoAaBaTe/ICKATa JeHHOCT HA KAHHAATA
EjuHcTBEHNTE  IOKYMEHTH, CBHJACTENCTBAINM 3a  IperojaBaTelcka
JACWHOCT Ha A-p B. V3yHoBa kaTto HayueH CHLTPYAHMK, ca J[BE CTAHOBHINA HA
HEHHUTE aKaJeMUYHM HacTapHuiy. Criopex Tesd NokymeHTH, mpes 2011r.-



2012r. T8 ¢ pbkoBojwia JlaGoparopeH Kypce 110 KOMOMHATOpHA XHUMUS B
MarucThpeka mnporpama mo MonekynsapHo buoumxenepetso  (LleHTBp 110
Monekynsapuo buonmkenepctBo kbM Texuuueckus yHupepeuter B [pesien,
Iepmanusi), a ot 2014 1. 1o cera, Tt e o0y4aBajia JOKTOPAHTHA W MAruCTPH IO
OMOGU3MIHN METOAM 3a MOJEKYJSIPHO paslio3HaBaHe (YUWIHIIE 10 HayKd 3a
KUBOTa KbM akyirera MO NPUPOJHM HAyKH, YOPYHUKCKH YHHUBEPCHUTET,
KosbuTpH, Bemkobpuranms).

CeIVTacHO — TIPWIOXKEHA — akaJeMu4yHa  ClpaBKa, 110 BpeMe  Ha
JIOKTOpaHTypara cu. A-p Becenuna Y3yHoBa e uzyuasaia cieiHuTe GU3MUHU 1
MareMaTH4YHU KypcoBe: YBOJ B MexaHukaTa Ha ¢(uyuaure, Mexanuka Ha
buyuaute 3a uwkeHep-xumnny, dusznkoxnmus, Kiacuuecka u CTaTuCTHYECKA
TepMouHamMuKa, MazoBu Mpexoan B paszTBopu, M3bpanu temu 1o dusmka,
dusuka M XUMHUS  HA  MEDKeHepHUTE — MaTtepuanu,  CTrarucTudecka
TepMoguHaMUKa, VHKeHepHa MATeMaTHKa, YBOJ B YACTHUTE JAN(epeHIHaTHN
ypaBHEHHS, MaTeMaTHYHN METOAN B XUMUYHOTO MHKEHEPCTBO.

HesaBucuMo OT TBBpPJAC OrpaHuueHara yueOHO-IIPEIoIaBaTelicKa
JNeMHOCT Ha KaHAWAaTa, M3CJACJIOBATENCKUSIT ONMUT Ha JI-p B. VY3syHoBa wu
U3YYEHHUTE OT Hes (PU3WUYHM M MaTeMATUYHHU KYypPCOBE MM JlaBaT OCHOBaHME Ja
cumMTaM, e TS MPUTEKaBa HeOOXOAUMATa KOMIETEHTHOCT [la U3roTBA yuyeOHH
NpOrpaMu U PeCcypeu., KakTo U ja rpernojiasa GU3HIHUTE KypCcoBe, U3yUaBaHu B
Arpapuus dakyarer Ha TpakuiicKust yHUBEPCUTET.

5. KpaTka XapakTepHCTHKA Ha NMpPeACTABEHHTe HAYYHH Iy OanKauum

IlpenocraBenure 3a ywactue B KOHKypca 15 HayuHum craTtum ca
nyo:mkysann B niepuoga 2005-2022r.. Hsxom oT TaAX ca BbLB (QU3HYHH
crimcanus ¢ Bucok 1F: Journal of Physical Chemistry, Physical Review Letters,
Faraday Discussions.

O06eKTHT Ha W3CIICIBAHUATA € B3aUMOICHCTBIETO HA HUCKOMOJICKY JIIPHU
OpraHuYHA CTPYKTYPU (MAIKU MOJEKYIIN) C BUCOKOMOJIEKYJIIPHUTE KICTHUHH
GYHKUMOHAIHT €JIEMEHTH.

OCHOBHUTE NIPUHOCH B ITyOMKanmuTe Ha I-p B. Y3yHoBa ca CBHp3aHH C:
a) paslo3HaBaHe Ha MaJKM MOJEKYJIH upe3 M3MoJi3BaHe HA OHOQU3NYHH
METOAM; 0) MOIYUEHHU PEe3YJITaTH OTHOCHO PEryJIaTOPHU U CUTHAJIHU QyHKIUH
Ha MaJIKM MOJICKYJIM: B) MOJIEJIN Ha PEryJaToOpHU MPOoLecH B opraHusmMa.

6. CI/IHTe3l/IpaHa Ol¢HKA HA OCHOBHHUTE HAYYHH H HAYYHO-IIPHIOKHH
NPUHOCH HA KaHAuJIaTa

OCHOBHUTE NPUHOCH B ]1}/6.11]/]1(21“141‘]’1‘6 Ha JI-p Becenuna Y3}"I~~IOBa uMar

HayuCH W HAYUYHO-TIPHUIIOMKECH XapaKTep. Te ca CBBLP3aHU C pAasilO3HABAHC Ha



MaJIK MOJICKYJIN 4pe3 Ipuiarane Ha 6HO(1)PI3H‘.IHI/I MCTOAU € LIC)T KOHTPOJ Ha
MMPOUECUTE B OpraHusMa u JIM3aliH Ha HOBU MAJIKH MOJICKYJIH C KEIaHn e(i)CKTH.

7. OCHOBHM KPHTHYHH (e/1e)KKH U NPenopbLKU

OcHoBHAaTa MM KpUTHYHA OejieXka € CBLp3aHa ¢ HeJocTaThbuHATA
yueOHo-TpenoiaBaTencka AeHHOCT Ha KaHIHu1aTa.

Ocgeen ToBa 3a0e/143aX HETOYHOCTH B MOITBJIBAHETO HA JOKYMEHTHTE: a) B
ClipaBKara-JeKiapanus nuraTure 1o Homepa 44 u 48 He ca HezaBucuUMH - W.
Lin e o6u1 aBTOp Ha IMUTHUpaHaTa W IUTUpAIIUTE MyOIUKalMK; 0) B CIACHKa HA
Iy 0JIMKALMKTE, NPUIIOKEH KbM aBToOrorpadusTa Ha KaHuaaTa, CTATHUTE MO
Homepa 3 u 4 ca ¢ kapTin Q4. a He ¢ Q, KAKTO € MOCOUYEHO (B CIpaBKaTa-
AeKyapanus, odave, ca MOCOUCHU NMPABUIHNTE KBAPTUIIN).

8. 3axmouenue

He3aBncnmo ot KpUTHYHHTE MU OEIEKKH, TPEIOCTABEHUTE MaTEPUATT
MU JIaBaT OCHOBAHME Ja cuuTaM, ue A-p Becennna Y3yHoBa € KauecTBEH YUEH
ChC CTOMHOCTHA HAyuHA MPOIYKIHS, KOSTO MOKPUBA U3LUIO U3NCKBAHUATA 3a
SAomeHT™ no ,,dusuka”, curaacno Ipuoxerne 8.1. wa Arpaprus ¢akyirer
npu Tpakuiickust yHUBEPCHUTET.

Bb3 OCHOBa Ha TOPEH3NIOKEHOTO, MNMPeNnoOpbYBAM Ha YBAXKAEMOTO
Hayuno >xypu aa npeanoxun Ha akyireTHus ChBeT Ha ArpapHus hakyiareT
npu Tpakuiicku ynusepcuter—Crapa 3aropa aa uséepe a-p Becennna Y3ynona
Ha aKaJeMHUYHaTa JUIbXHOCT ,,A0UeHT” 10 ,,Pu3uka® 3a HyKauTe Ha Kareapa
..ATpapHO MHXEHEPCTBO™ .

29.10.2023r. Warorsui:
rp. [LtopuB /nont. a-p Exarepuna C. Ilucanosa/
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TRAKIA UNIVERSITY, FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE

STANDPOINT

By  Assoc. Prof. Ekaterina Simeonova Pisanova, PhD in Physics
Faculty of Physics and Technology, University of Plovdiv “Paisii
Hilendarski”, professional direction 4.1 Physical sciences

About a competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" in
"Physics" (field of higher education: 4. Natural Sciences,
Mathematics and Informatics, professional direction: 4.1 Physical
sciences) at the Faculty of Agriculture of the Trakia University —
Stara Zagora

1. Information about the competition

The competition has been announced for the needs of the Department of
Agricultural Engineering, Faculty of Agriculture of Trakia University in SG
issue 60 /14" of July 2023.

I am appointed as a member of the scientific jury for this competition
according to Order Ne 3526/10th of October 2023 of the Rector of the Trakia
University.

2. Brief information about the candidates in the competition

Only one candidate has submitted documents for participation in the
announced competition: Veselina Vasileva Uzunova, Postdoctoral Research
Fellow (Biophysics of molecular recognition) in the School of Life Sciences at
the Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Warwick, Coventry, UK.

I don’t know the candidate personally.

In 2005, Veselina Uzunova completed a master's degree in Medicine at
Trakia University - Stara Zagora.

In 2010, she defended a thesis for the award of the educational and
scientific degree "PhD". Her dissertation was presented in the Department of
Chemical and Bio-molecular Engineering at the University of Houston
(Houston, TX, USA). According to a document issued by the National Centre
for Information and Documentation (NACID) her PhD degree is recognized in



Professional Direction 4.2 Chemical Sciences (Engineering Chemistry).

In 2011-2012, Veselina Uzunova, PhD, held a postdoctoral position in
the Center for Molecular Bioengineering at the Technical University of
Dresden, Germany.

From 2014 to present, she has been a Postdoctoral Research Fellow
(Biophysics of Molecular Recognition) in the School of Life Sciences at the
Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Warwick, Coventry, UK.

In the last two years, 2022 — 2023, she participated in 4 scientific
research projects.

3. Fulfilment of the requirements for occupying the academic position

Veselina Uzunova, PhD, has published a total of 26 scientific works — a
book based on her PhD thesis, a chapter of a collective monograph and 24
scientific articles, of which 20 are in journals with IF. For participation in the
competition, she has submitted 16 titles - 15 scientific articles that do not repeat
those from the procedure for obtaining the PhD degree and a book based on her
dissertation for awarding of the PhD degree. In accordance with Appendix 8.1,
the minimum national and the additional requirements of the Trakia University
to the publication activity of the candidates for the academic position
“Associate Professor” in “Physics™ are expressed by indicators from groups B
and G and correspond to B=100 and G=200. The values of these indicators for
Vesselina Uzunova PhD, are B=120 and G=220.

The citation reference shows that Veselina Uzunova's scientific works
have 59 independent citations in scientific publications, indexed in the scientific
information databases Web of Science and Scopus. The minimum number of
independent citations required for the academic position "Associate Professor”
in “Physics" is 25. The candidate's citation index (h-index, according to Scopus)
is 11.

The indicators of Veselina Uzunova, PhD, related to publication activity
and citations, fully satisfy the requirements for occupying the academic position
“Associate Professor” in “Physics”.

4. Evaluation of the candidate's educational and teaching activities

The only documents testifying to the teaching activity of V. Uzunova
PhD, as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow are two standpoints by her academic
mentors. According to these documents, in 2011-2012 she conducted a
Laboratory Course in Combinatorial Chemistry in a MSc program in Molecular
Bioengineering (Center for Molecular Bioengineering at the Technical
University of Dresden, Germany), and from 2014 until now she has taught



doctoral and master's students in biophysical methods for molecular recognition
(School of Life Sciences at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of
Warwick, Coventry, UK).

According to an attached academic reference, during her doctoral studies,
Veselina Uzunova has studied the following Physics and Math courses:
Introduction to Fluid Mechanics, Fluid Mechanics for Chemical Engineers,
Physical Chemistry, Classical and Statistical Thermodynamics, Phase
Transitions in Solutions, Selected Topics in Physics, Physics and Chemistry of
Engineering Materials, Statistical Thermodynamics, Engineering Mathematics,
Introduction to Partial Differential Equations, Mathematical Methods in
Chemical Engineering.

Notwithstanding the candidate's very limited teaching experience, V.
Uzunova's research experience and the physics and math courses that she has
taken give me reason to believe that she has the necessary competence to
prepare curricula and resources, as well as to teach physics courses studied at
the Faculty of Agriculture at Trakia University.

5. A brief review of the presented scientific publications

The 15 scientific articles submitted for participation in the competition
are published in the period 2005-2022. Some of them are in physical journals
with a high IF: Journal of Physical Chemistry, Physical Review Letters,
Faraday Discussions.

The object of research is the interaction of low-molecular organic
structures (small molecules) with high-molecular cellular functional elements.

The main contributions in the publications of V. Uzunova are related to:
a) recognition of small molecules by using biophysical methods; b) obtained
results regarding the regulatory and signaling functions of small molecules; c)
regulatory processes models in the organism.

6. A synthesized evaluation of the main scientific and scientifically-
applied contributions of the candidate
The main contributions of Veselina Uzunova's publications are scientific
and scientifically-applied. They are related to the recognition of small
molecules by applying biophysical methods in order to control processes in the
organism and design new small molecules with desired effects.

7. Main critical remarks and recommendations

My main critical note is related to the applicant’s insufficient teaching
activities.



In addition, I noticed inaccuracies in the filling of the documents: a) in
the reference-declaration the citations under numbers 44 and 48 are not
independent — W. Lin is a joint author of the cited and citing publications; b) in
the list of publications attached to the applicant’s CV the articles numbered 3
and 4 are in quartiles Q4, not Q2 as indicated (however, the reference-
declaration indicates the correct quartiles of the articles).

8. Conclusion

In spite of my critical remarks, the provided materials allow me to believe
that Veselina Uzunova PhD is a qualified scientist with valuable scientific
research and publications, which fully meet the requirements for "Associate
Professor" in "Physics", according to Appendix 8.1. of the Faculty of
Agriculture at Trakia University.

On the basis of the above, I recommend to the Honourable Scientific Jury to
propose to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Agriculture at Trakia
University, Stara Zagora to elect Veselina Uzunova, PhD for the academic
position of "Associate Professor" in "Physics" for the needs of the Department
of Agricultural Engineering.

29.10. 2023r. Author of Standpoint:
Plovdiv /Assoc. Prof. Ekaterina S. Pisanova, PhD/



