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THE WORLD CUP OF TENNIS

BILLIE JEAN KING CUP LAUNCHES “FUTURE READY” INITIATIVE TO
EMPOWER GIRLS AND WOMEN THROUGH TENNIS

Billie Jean King, llana Kloss, Johanna Konta, and football star Michelle Agyemang join
forces to guide 64 BJK Cup Juniors players at London event

London, UK: The Billie Jean King Cup (BJKC) today launches Future Ready, a new
initiative designed to support girls and women in finding and building their purpose,
voice, confidence and legacy, while recognising what they bring to a team, on and off the
court.

Rooted in the unique team ethos of the BJKC, Future Ready uses tennis as a vehicle to
help players and captains as well as girls and women in general to develop skills they
can carry into their teams, communities, and future careers, including self-awareness,
communication, decision-making, resilience, teamwork, and leadership.

Many young players want to grow their profile, influence, and future opportunities, but
don’t always have the knowledge, tools, and time to do so in ways that remain connected
to their values and their team. Future Ready responds to this need by focusing on
personal values, teamwork, representation and identity beyond performance in a way
that is uniquely aligned with the BJKC.

To mark the launch, 64 junior players came together in London for a session focused on
understanding who they are, performing under pressure, balancing individual vs
collective goals and contributing to a team.

The event moderated by Anne-Marie Batson featured:

e Billie Jean King and llana Kloss on one’s identity, purpose and legacy.

e Johanna Konta, former British number one, and England footballer, Michelle
Agyemang, on confidence, individual preferences vs team needs, pressure and
visibility at different stages of a career.

e A practical reflection session by Jordan Guard from The Women’s Sports Alliance
on mastering the art of being a valuable teammate.

VIDEO
“Playing for your country means playing for something bigger than yourself. That sense

of belonging and shared purpose is at the heart of the Billie Jean King Cup,” said Billie
Jean King. “With Future Ready, we want to help these young women players understand


https://next.frame.io/share/8d042c14-7f88-4300-aaa6-b23944ae0351/

who they are, what they stand for, and how they can use their voices confidently while
still putting the team first.”

Silvia Keiser, Director of Marketing, Communication and Partnerships at Billie Jean
King Cup Limited, said: “Future Ready strengthens the legacy of the Billie Jean King Cup
by investing in girls at a pivotal moment in their development. We want every young
player to leave the sport with confidence in who they are, clarity in their values, and the
belief that their voice and talent matter - whether they stay in tennis or lead in another
field.”

The kick-off event in London was kindly supported by adidas, e.l.f. Beauty, World Tennis
as well as the WTA's Player Development and Legends departments.

Future Ready will continue to expand across the BJKC ecosystem, supporting junior and
pro players, captains, and National Associations, and extend its reach into communities
through after school programmes, clubs and local organizations. Planned elements
include in person and virtual workshops, mentoring, career shadowing, resources and
storytelling to elevate confident female role models and to celebrate the far-reaching,
long-term benefits of team tennis.

-ENDS-

About the Billie Jean King Cup by Gainbridge™

The Billie Jean King Cup by Gainbridge is the women’s World Cup of Tennis. Previously
known as the Fed Cup, it is the largest annual international team competition in women’s
sport, with a record 148 nations entered to compete in 2026. A shared commitment to
celebrating women in sports and promoting togetherness drives the Billie Jean King
Cup’s growing network of global partners. The tournament is proudly supported by title
partner Gainbridge®, alongside global partners e.l.f. Beauty, 1xBet, Microsoft and
Mastercard. These partnerships reflect a collective dedication to advancing opportunity,
innovation, and excellence in international women’s tennis.

About Billie Jean King Cup Ltd

Billie Jean King Cup Limited is a partnership between the International Tennis Federation
and TWG Global created to deliver transformative investment and innovation to the Billie
Jean King Cup, the women’s World Cup of Tennis. Bringing together expertise and
experience from the tennis, business, and entertainment industries, our core mission is to
grow and leverage the world’s most popular annual team competition for women as a
platform for positive change.
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