












Hi all,

As part of the calls that we’ve launched we’re working on some additional wording that
provides the basis for excluding companies from receiving funding from the research
programme if their core business is associated with harm. The proposed paragraph is copied
below. The question we had was around how we define those companies. Obviously “licence
holders” is a easily identifiable group, whereas under the paragraph below we could be open
to challenge from companies that we might exclude. We therefore need a robust process for
excluding companies and dealing with any appeals. Do DCMS or GC have any existing
mechanisms or suggestions by which we could conduct this?

There’s also a question of framing. At present it’s written as specific to the UKRI activity under
the levy. We’re happy to keep it as this, but if we wanted to expand this to cover the whole
Research Strand we can discuss that, do let us know.

Some fairly rapid feedback would be appreciated as we’ve had some pressure from some
external groups that we’re aiming to respond to promptly. Happy to jump on a quick call if that
helps.

Best wishes

Under the Research Programme on Gambling UKRI does not permit engagement with
industries whose core business can be associated with harm to public health or
societal wellbeing, in line with our ethical standards and harm-based exclusion
principles. Exceptions may be made for time-limited, purpose-specific interactions
deemed essential to achieving legitimate and high-quality research objectives (for
example, access to proprietary datasets or materials), provided that:

· there is no direct funding or co-authorship from the excluded entity;

· the interaction is subject to robust ethical review and declared transparently;

· appropriate safeguards are in place to prevent undue influence, reputational
risk, or conflicts of interest;

· and the public benefit of the research demonstrably outweighs the risks of
engagement.

Such exceptions must be approved in advance through UKRI’s due diligence and
governance mechanisms. Applicants should consider UKRI’s policies and guidance on
Preventing Harm in Research when preparing applications to this call.
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Cc: 

Subject: Harms based exclusion
 
CAUTION: This email is from an external source - be careful of attachments and links

Hi all,
 
As part of the calls that we’ve launched we’re working on some additional wording that provides
the basis for excluding companies from receiving funding from the research programme if their
core business is associated with harm. The proposed paragraph is copied below. The question we
had was around how we define those companies. Obviously “licence holders” is a easily
identifiable group, whereas under the paragraph below we could be open to challenge from
companies that we might exclude. We therefore need a robust process for excluding companies
and dealing with any appeals. Do DCMS or GC have any existing mechanisms or suggestions by
which we could conduct this?
 
There’s also a question of framing. At present it’s written as specific to the UKRI activity under
the levy. We’re happy to keep it as this, but if we wanted to expand this to cover the whole
Research Strand we can discuss that, do let us know.
 
Some fairly rapid feedback would be appreciated as we’ve had some pressure from some
external groups that we’re aiming to respond to promptly. Happy to jump on a quick call if that
helps.
 
Best wishes

 
 
Under the Research Programme on Gambling UKRI does not permit engagement with industries
whose core business can be associated with harm to public health or societal wellbeing, in line
with our ethical standards and harm-based exclusion principles. Exceptions may be made for
time-limited, purpose-specific interactions deemed essential to achieving legitimate and high-
quality research objectives (for example, access to proprietary datasets or materials), provided
that:

·         there is no direct funding or co-authorship from the excluded entity;

·         the interaction is subject to robust ethical review and declared transparently;

·         appropriate safeguards are in place to prevent undue influence, reputational risk, or
conflicts of interest;

·         and the public benefit of the research demonstrably outweighs the risks of
engagement.

Such exceptions must be approved in advance through UKRI’s due diligence and governance
mechanisms. Applicants should consider UKRI’s policies and guidance on Preventing Harm in
Research when preparing applications to this call.

 

This email and any attachments are intended solely for the use of the named recipients. If you
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are not the intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this email or any of
its attachments and should notify the sender immediately and delete this email from your
system. UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise
risk of this email or any attachments containing viruses or malware but the recipient should carry
out its own virus and malware checks before opening the attachments. UKRI does not accept any
liability for any losses or damages which the recipient may sustain due to presence of any
viruses.

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please return it to the
address it came from indicating that you are not the intended recipient and delete it from your
system. Do not copy, distribute or take action based on this email. Freedom of Information
requests can be submitted either by email (FOI@gamblingcommission.gov.uk) or by writing to:
FOI request Gambling Commission Victoria Square House Victoria Square Birmingham B2 4BP
Please clearly state that your request is under the Freedom of Information Act.

--
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Shall we aim for 4pm tomorrow if that works?

Best wishes

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 9, 2025 2:21 PM
To: @gamblingcommission.gov.uk>
Cc: 

@gamblingcommission.gov.uk>;

Subject: Re: Harms based exclusion

Thanks  Anytime after 3:45 works for me.

On Wed, 9 Jul 2025 at 14:03, @gamblingcommission.gov.uk> wrote:

Thanks  agree - I don't think we'd want a broad-brush approach across the
whole Research stream here given the type of work that we are likely to be
funding.  

I'm free from 2pm tomorrow, except from 3:15 to 3:45. If that works for you both I'll
send over a Teams link. 

Thanks,

From: 
Sent: 09 July 2025 13:54
To: @gamblingcommission.gov.uk>
Cc:

gamblingcommission.gov.uk>; 

Subject: Re: Harms based exclusion

CAUTION: This email is from an external source  be careful of attachments and links
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·         there is no direct funding or co-authorship from the excluded entity;

·         the interaction is subject to robust ethical review and declared transparently;

·         appropriate safeguards are in place to prevent undue influence, reputational risk, or conflicts
of interest;

·         and the public benefit of the research demonstrably outweighs the risks of engagement.

Such exceptions must be approved in advance through UKRI’s due diligence and governance
mechanisms. Applicants should consider UKRI’s policies and guidance on Preventing Harm in
Research when preparing applications to this call.

 

This email and any attachments are intended solely for the use of the named recipients. If you are
not the intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this email or any of its
attachments and should notify the sender immediately and delete this email from your system. UK
Research and Innovation (UKRI) has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise risk of this
email or any attachments containing viruses or malware but the recipient should carry out its own
virus and malware checks before opening the attachments. UKRI does not accept any liability for
any losses or damages which the recipient may sustain due to presence of any viruses.

Mail - - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/eyJmb2xkZXIiOiJBQUFBQU56cExaTjQzVmRPbDcwN1dadkFQZkJpZ1FBQSJ9/id/eyJpdGVtIjoiQUFBQUFOenBM… 2/2



















Great to see you on Friday, hope you had a good weekend. I promised
the detail on the evidence reviews and spokes that we’re looking at
commissioning. Obviously these aren’t intended to be exhaustive and
we’re going to leave a space for areas that we haven’t thought of. We’ll
also look to include some text that reflects that other activity will be
taking place between now and when we award (I think you mentioned
you’d be publishing the next phase of the roadmaps in July?).

In order to get things ready for launch next month unfortunately we
need a fairly tight turn around, if possible could we have comments by
cop Wednesday?

Rapid Evidence Reviews

The team have done a slight rethink on these to distinguish them from
the proposed spoke areas. The list below isn’t exhaustive, and we will add
other things following conversations with DHSC and others. I’d also be
keen to see a “free for all” option for things we haven’t thought about.

1. Intersectionality: How overlapping identities (e.g.,
race, gender, disability) shape gambling experiences and
harms.  Can also include gambling harms in marginalised
communities (those who may face higher risks of
gambling harm but are under represented in research and
support services).

2. Structural Drivers: The role of poverty, housing policy,
and digital inequality in gambling vulnerability.

3. Lived Experience: First person narratives and
community led research into gambling harms

4. Digital Gambling Ecosystems: The impact of targeted
advertising, loot boxes, cryptocurrency-based esports and
algorithmic design on vulnerable users, children and
adolescents.

5. Preventive and Protective Factors: Most research
focuses on harm, not resilience or protective community
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practices.

6. Co-occurring issues (to include mental health,
substance use, and financial hardship, as well as potential
integrated treatment models)

Hub and Spoke

At present the thematics are framed to align with the broad areas of the
evidence gaps document, but we can add things or slightly alter the
focus if necessary. Are there particular areas that you would especially
value seeing? As we discussed I think there is a distinction in the types of
research (with GC work focussing on regulation) which we can then
emphasise as the awards get going.

We also discussed having a catch up in early June. Would you be able to
suggest some dates/times that would work for you?

Best wishes

This email and any attachments are intended solely for the use of
the named recipients. If you are not the intended recipient you must
not use, disclose, copy or distribute this email or any of its
attachments and should notify the sender immediately and delete
this email from your system. UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise risk of this email
or any attachments containing viruses or malware but the recipient
should carry out its own virus and malware checks before opening
the attachments. UKRI does not accept any liability for any losses or
damages which the recipient may sustain due to presence of any
viruses.
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The Gambling Commission will direct further research in line with its licensing
objectives and taking account of its current Evidence Gaps and Priorities.

UKRI will oversee  a bespoke Research Programme on Gambling, supporting
interdisciplinary research and capacity building to prevent and treat gambling
harm, and strengthen the evidence base for a national strategy.

The UKRI programme will generate the research needed to tackle both
treatment and prevention by connecting academic researchers with partners
across charities, health, and business, and aligning closely with the levy’s
treatment and prevention streams.

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 9:23 AM
To: @gamblingcommission.gov.uk>;

gamblingcommission.gov.uk>; @gamblingcommission.gov.uk>;
@gamblingcommission.gov.uk>

Cc: 
Subject: Gambling Levy research programme narrative

CAUTION: This email is from an external source - be careful of attachments and links

Hi all, as discussed last week here is our draft of both the overarching narrative, and the
research programme sub-narrative.

Grateful for thoughts this week please so we can share with DCMS and then use in our funding
opp comms at the end of the month.

Overarching narrative (drawn from DCMS comms):
The government’s gambling levy on gambling profits and online slot stake limits will
provide funding to prevent and tackle gambling harm. Funding raised through the levy
will support activities focused on treatment, prevention and research.

Programme sub-narrative:
UKRI and the Gambling Commission will deliver the levy-funded research programme,
supporting interdisciplinary research and capacity building to prevent and treat
gambling harm, and strengthen the evidence base for a national strategy.
The programme will generate the research needed to tackle both treatment and
prevention by connecting academic researchers with partners across charities, health,
and business, and aligning closely with the levy’s treatment and prevention streams.

Many thanks
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Sure we will catch up on this I’m interested whether it covers lobby groups as well as
operators. Etc

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 9, 2025 2:37 PM
To: 

gamblingcommission.gov.uk>
Cc: @gamblingcommission.gov.uk>; 

Subject: RE: Harms based exclusion

CAUTION: This email is from an external source  be careful of attachments and links

Shall we aim for 4pm tomorrow if that works?

Best wishes

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 9, 2025 2:21 PM
To: @gamblingcommission.gov.uk>
Cc: 

@gamblingcommission.gov.uk>;

Subject: Re: Harms based exclusion

Thanks  Anytime after 3:45 works for me.

On Wed, 9 Jul 2025 at 14:03, @gamblingcommission.gov.uk> wrote:

Thanks  agree - I don't think we'd want a broad-brush approach across the
whole Research stream here given the type of work that we are likely to be
funding.  

I'm free from 2pm tomorrow, except from 3:15 to 3:45. If that works for you both I'll
send over a Teams link. 

Thanks,
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CAUTION: This email is from an external source - be careful of attachments and links

Hi all,

 

As part of the calls that we’ve launched we’re working on some additional
wording that provides the basis for excluding companies from receiving funding
from the research programme if their core business is associated with harm. The
proposed paragraph is copied below. The question we had was around how we
define those companies. Obviously “licence holders” is a easily identifiable
group, whereas under the paragraph below we could be open to challenge from
companies that we might exclude. We therefore need a robust process for
excluding companies and dealing with any appeals. Do DCMS or GC have any
existing mechanisms or suggestions by which we could conduct this?

 

There’s also a question of framing. At present it’s written as specific to the UKRI
activity under the levy. We’re happy to keep it as this, but if we wanted to
expand this to cover the whole Research Strand we can discuss that, do let us
know.

 

Some fairly rapid feedback would be appreciated as we’ve had some pressure
from some external groups that we’re aiming to respond to promptly. Happy to
jump on a quick call if that helps.

 

Best wishes

 

 

Under the Research Programme on Gambling UKRI does not permit
engagement with industries whose core business can be associated with harm
to public health or societal wellbeing, in line with our ethical standards and
harm-based exclusion principles. Exceptions may be made for time-limited,
purpose-specific interactions deemed essential to achieving legitimate and
high-quality research objectives (for example, access to proprietary datasets or
materials), provided that:
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· there is no direct funding or co-authorship from the excluded entity;

· the interaction is subject to robust ethical review and declared
transparently;

· appropriate safeguards are in place to prevent undue influence,
reputational risk, or conflicts of interest;

· and the public benefit of the research demonstrably outweighs the
risks of engagement.

Such exceptions must be approved in advance through UKRI’s due diligence and
governance mechanisms. Applicants should consider UKRI’s policies and
guidance on Preventing Harm in Research when preparing applications to this
call.

This email and any attachments are intended solely for the use of the named recipients.
If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this
email or any of its attachments and should notify the sender immediately and delete this
email from your system. UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) has taken every reasonable
precaution to minimise risk of this email or any attachments containing viruses or
malware but the recipient should carry out its own virus and malware checks before
opening the attachments. UKRI does not accept any liability for any losses or damages
which the recipient may sustain due to presence of any viruses.
This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error
please return it to the address it came from indicating that you are not the intended
recipient and delete it from your system. Do not copy, distribute or take action based on
this email. Freedom of Information requests can be submitted either by email
(FOI@gamblingcommission.gov.uk) or by writing to: FOI request Gambling Commission
Victoria Square House Victoria Square Birmingham B2 4BP Please clearly state that your
request is under the Freedom of Information Act.

--
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• Overview of GHRCC and GHRIPs funding opportunities
• Q&A: Questions submitted in advance
• Q&A: Live questions from webinar chat

Or iPhone one-tap :
United Kingdom: +442080806591,,95574660394# or +442080806592,,95574660394#

Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):     
United Kingdom: +44 208 080 6591 or +44 208 080 6592 or +44 330 088 5830 or +44 131 460 1196
or +44 203 481 5237 or +44 203 481 5240 or +44 203 901 7895
Webinar ID: 955 7466 0394
International numbers available: https://ukri.zoom.us/u/adxJ3E74GJ

Or an H.323/SIP room system:
H.323:
144.195.19.161 (US West)
206.247.11.121 (US East)
115.114.131.7 (India Mumbai)
115.114.115.7 (India Hyderabad)
159.124.15.191 (Amsterdam Netherlands)
159.124.47.249 (Germany)
159.124.104.213 (Australia Sydney)
159.124.74.212 (Australia Melbourne)
159.124.168.213 (Canada Toronto)
159.124.196.25 (Canada Vancouver)
Meeting ID: 955 7466 0394
SIP: 95574660394@zoomcrc.com

You can cancel your registration at any time.
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