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Dear 
 
Hope this message finds you well – and hopefully a little rested after the Easter break.
 
Since sending you the draft report last month, we have revised it based on comments from our
Advisory Board, notably  but also .
 
In anticipation of the publication of the White Paper this week, we decided to publish our report.
Our findings are as follows:
 
In short:
 

Our central estimate is that the number of people experiencing problem gambling is 0.7
per cent of the total population of 16 years and older living in private accommodation,
which corresponds to about 380,000 people. 
On that basis, the total fiscal cost associated with harms from problematic gambling is
£1.4 billion per year.
However, our calculations are likely an under-estimate of the true fiscal burden: due to a
lack of publicly available data, it has not been possible to include the costs to “affected
others”, which arise from the links between gambling, debt and family breakdown, or the
costs of suicide linked to problem gambling.

 
Here’s a slightly longer summary:
 

1. We find that the cost to the Exchequer associated with people experiencing problem
gambling is £1.4bn a year. This is higher than previously assumed.

 
2. To estimate the fiscal burden, we provide more precise measures of the number of people

experiencing problem gambling in the UK. We find that this applies to around 380,000
people, which corresponds to 0.7 per cent of the population of 16 and older living in
private accommodation. 

 
3. The cost is approx. £3,700 for each person experiencing problem gambling. This is driven

by stronger demand for public services, such as the NHS for mental health challenges,
homelessness support, welfare payments and costs linked to crime. The breakdown of the
cost for the 380,000 people experiencing problem gambling is as follows:






