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Redefining Rigor: The School +

District Leader’s Framework for
College Readiness

College readiness already requires applying the skills, knowledge, and experience gained in high school that goes beyond
memorizing facts, but the College Board's recently announced transition to digital Bluebook testing also now demands a shift in
institutional infrastructure. To align advanced academics with modern graduation pathways, districts must consider how to provide
a hybrid learning experience that mirrors the collegiate experience: autonomous digital navigation, Al-assisted inquiry, and rigorous
exam preparation.

Checklist

District Quality Standards and Audit Criteria m

+ Does our advanced academic infrastructure natively replicate the digital testing
environments students will face on high-stakes exams?
1. Digital Exam Realism + Do students practice regularly with multi-format digital item banks, including []
multiple choice questions (MCQs); document-based questions (DBQs); free-
response questions (FRQs); and a variety of alternative performance tasks?

* When a student hits an academic bottleneck outside of school hours, do they
have immediate access to targeted support?
2. Dynamic Student Support  + Are classrooms equipped with guardrails and exam-trained, subject-specific []
Al explainers and tutors to help foster student curiosity and clarify
complex misconceptions?

+ Do our AP students have access to a true hybrid learning model that combines
digital flexibility with physical deep-dive resources?

+ Are students equipped with comprehensive print materials—like Barron’s AP
prep books—to facilitate active recall, screen-free focus, and tactile annotation?

3. Multi-Modal Learning []

+ Can our advanced academic curriculum seamlessly adapt to diverse scheduling
demands, from full-classroom, teacher-led instruction to asynchronous
4. Implementation Flexibility independent study for non-traditional or under-enrolled courses? []
* Is our AP resource suite integrated into an LMS to ensure frictionless access as
well as data tracking and assignment submission?

If your high schools checked fewer than four boxes, your advanced academic programs may face structural alignment gaps in the
upcoming exam cycles.

Kaplan + Barron'’s institutional AP® courses provide an easy-to-implement way to modernize classroom and student resources for
AP exams while helping to improve student outcomes. Across 15 AP subjects, with digital practice tests that mirror the Bluebook
testing app format, responsive Al tutoring, and physical Barron'’s texts, we deliver the resources needed to turn classroom rigor into
graduation pathway success.

Visit: https://kaplan.com/institutions-educators/k-12-schools-districts

to see a demo or talk to a Kaplan team member.

AP®is a registered trademark of the College Board, which is not affiliated with Barron’s and was not involved in the production of, and does not
endorse, this product or website.
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