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President’s Report
From the desk of John Wendt

I have had several great fishing trips this year.
The Douglas Ranch trip had twelve of us enjoying
fishing, meals, and telling tales. We have reserved
the same dates for 2017 (the nights of June 12, 13,
& 14). Our cost was about $60 per person, which
included lodging, a boat for 2 people & an electric
motor.
I also went to the Madison River and Rock Creek in
Montana with my son and three other fishers. The
fishing was great!

brew made by Keith Stamm. Several trout and bass
were caught. Ideas for next years picnic appreciated.
The conservation committee headed by Bob
Chaffee has made two donations of $500 each to
The Western Rivers Conservatory and Coastal
Conservation Association. For education we have
spent close to $1000 for speakers, lodging and
classes.
The Foundation for the Olympic Fly Fishers needs
you tax deductible donation of $50 to $100 or what
ever your budget will allow. Please make your
donation before Dec 1, 2016.
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The next meeting is September 14th, at the Edmonds
Senior Center, so bring your fishing stories or lies.
The dinner will be catered by the Celtic Cowboy. We
have a new award for the“worst” fisher of the year,
the “OFF Awful Award”. Bring your suggestions for
the winner, and we will vote at the October meeting.

Edmonds Senior Center. The foundation needs
donations for the Christmas Auction. Items such as
used or unused fishing gear, hand tied flies, use of
cabins or time shares would be good for the auction.
We are also looking for suggestions for a caterer, so if
you know of one, please contact me.

We are also invited to an outing on Rocky Ford
Creek on Saturday, October 1st. The Flycaster
Brewery of Totem Lake is the host. Hamburgers and
beer will be served at 12:30. If going, RSVP to me, as
a head count is needed.

Another idea I would like to be explored is a member
fly-tying get together. Informal, meet maybe once a
month. My thought is that we could meet a week or
two before the next scheduled club outing and tie
flies relevant to where we are going. Meeting location
to be determined, depending on how many members
are interested. Let me know what you all think at the
next meeting, or give me a call with your thoughts.

The election of Officers will be held at the November
meeting.
This year’s club Christmas Party will be held on
Wednesday, December 14th, 2016. It will be at the

John Wendt, President,
Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds

OFF Outing Schedule
Date

Location

Contact

September 17, 2016

Lone Lake

Rolf Mogster

October 6-10

Okanagon Lakes: Twin, Buzzard, etc.

Mike Truax

November 19, 2016

Pass Lake

Rolf Mogster

December, 2016

No outing/Christmas Party

January 1

Pass Lake

February

Warm up by the fire!

March 25-26, 2017

Lake Lenice/Rocky Ford

Rolf Mogster

April 7 or 14, 2017

Hole In The Wall/Isaac’s Ranch

John Bissett

May 5-7, 2017

Omak Lake

Mike Truax

June 12-15, 2017

Douglas Lake

John Wendt

July 8, 2017

Leech Lake

Rolf Mogster

July 16, 2017

Lake 16/member picnic

Rolf Mogster

Rolf Mogster

Classifieds
This is another area we would like to explore. Members can submit descriptions of extra gear, materials, etc.,
and have them sold to other members. Provide a description of the item(s), the price you would like, and a
name and phone number that you can be reached at. As this is a member only newsletter, you don’t have to
be concerned about the information being sent to the wrong people. Send the information either to Randal at
randalleewhite@gmail.com, and it will go in the next newsletter.
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OFF Meeting Schedule
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday,
September 14, at 6:00 p.m. Happy hour/story telling
will begin approximately one hour before. The
meeting will be at the Edmonds Senior Center.
Dinner will be catered by the Celtic Cowboy.
The dinner cost is $15, and $5 for raffle tickets for
the prize drawings. Guest speaker will be Derek
Young, Yakima River guide and owner of www.
emergingrivers.com. Derek has cast flies around
the Western US for the last 15 years and lived in
Washington since 1984 - with stops in Colorado,
Missouri, Texas, and Utah that have given him the
opportunity to enjoy some of the best fly fishing
in the United States. The Yakima is Derek’s home
water, and protecting and preserving the river is his
passion.
A new award has been created for the club. The “OFF
Awful Award” will be given to the club’s “worst”
fisherman. Voting will take place tonight, with the
winner being announced at the October meeting.
The OFF Awful Award will be proudly displayed at
every club get-together, for all to enjoy! Start thinking
about your nominations!
The October meeting will be held on Wednesday,
October 12, at 6 p.m. Happy hour will precede it by
about one hour. The meeting will be at the Edmonds
Senior Center. Dinner will be catered by two of our
new members, Leslie and Karen. The cost will be
determined soon. . Guest speaker will be by the
Native Fish Society, River Stewards Program (https://
nativefishsociety.org/river-stewards). The River

Steward Program has 84 river stewards safeguarding
4,000 river miles & 100,000 square miles of
watersheds in 4 states. The trophy for the OFF Awful
Award will be presented.
The November meeting will be held on November
9, at 6 p.m. Happy hour before. The meeting will
be at the Edmonds Senior Center. Suggestions for
dinner will be appreciated. Guest speaker will be
Michael T. Williams, a fly fisher/tyer/photographer.
His website is www.mtwilliamsflyfish.com. Members
are encouraged to visit his site and tell us which of
Michael’s programs you would like to hear. Election
of Club Officers will be held during the meeting.
The December meeting will be our Club Christmas
Party/Auction. It will be held on December 14, at
the Edmonds Senior Center. We are looking for
suggestions for a great caterer. Raffles for some
great prizes will be held. The Club Auction will
also be held at this time. While we have some
wonderful items to auction, any donations will be
greatly appreciated. Items such as used or unused
fishing gear, hand tied flies, use of cabins or time
shares, wine, liquor, or gift certificates would
be good. Another possibility is for some of the
more experienced members to offer a mentored
trip or casting lessons to auction off, for the new
members to bid on. It doesn’t have to be fancy, just
an opportunity to learn from a seasoned veteran
member. Please consider making a donation, and
have them to John Wendt by December 1.

Tips, Ideas, Reports
A new idea we are trying for the newsletter is the
“Tips, Ideas, Reports” section. In it, we can talk about
the upcoming outings, what hatches are expected
during the time of the outing, what flies may work,
and past experiences on the lake/river. Suggestions
from member will be greatly appreciated. You can
email your ideas to the communications director for
inclusion in the next newsletter. Please send them to
Randal White, at: randalleewhite@gmail.com.
We will also try to include suggestions from local fly
shops on what is happening in the area; which lakes
are hot, what flies are good, etc.

This would also be a good place to list information
you think might be of value to the club. We all
know that we spend way to much money/time on
magazines, books, searching the web, gossiping
with our fellow flyfishermen. If you find some good
stuff, send it to Randal for the next newsletter. It
can be links to an article on the web, a short blurb
on something you read, a heads-up on a new fly,
anything really. If it is a print article, copy it or
bring it to the next meeting to give to Randal. As an
example, the following information on our October
outing is offered in the next section.
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October Outing – Okanagon Lakes Area

he club’s October outing will be
to the lakes in Okanogan County,
taking place on October 6-10th.
Mike Truax will be the host and
contact person. The fun will begin on
October 6, at 6 p.m., with a dinner at the
Koala Street Grill on Highway 97, next to
the Best Western hotel. Talk over what’s
hot and what’s not and decide which
lakes to fish over dinner.
For those of you who haven’t attended
this outing before, there are numerous
lakes in the area, including Omak, Fish,
several Greens, Chopaka, and many more.
They all fish well in the fall.
You can stay in Omak at the Rodeway Inn
on Main Street (509-826-0400), Omak Inn
on Highway 97(509-826-3822), or the Best
Western Peppertree on Highway 97 (509-422-2088).
The North 40 Fly Shop located north of Omak on
Highway 97 is an excellent source of local information,
gear and tribal permits if you need them.

Expected hatches and flies to match:
You could expect to see some Callibaetis hatches in
early October. As elsewhere, size 14-16 tan damselfly
nymphs are also a good bet.
According to this website, www.west-fly-fishing.com,
during the first half of October there is supposed to
be a “super” hatch of Callibaetis. For the nymphs,
they recommend flies such as Flashback Callibaetis,
Pheasant Tail, Hot Spot Pheasant Tails, Cope
Callibaetis, and CDC PMD Nymph, in sizes 16-18,
in a dark brown color. For emergers, Callibaetis
Cripples and CDC Cripples in size 16-18, in brown
or gray. For duns, Adams, Sparkle Dun, CDC
Comparadun, Hairwing Dun, No Hackle, Parachute
Hares Ear, and Paraloop Callibaetis, in size 16-18 and
in a gray color.
Leeches are recommended in this time period, in the
following patterns: Articulated Leech, Bunny Leech,
Krystal Bugger, Mini Leech, Mohair Leech, Rabbit
Strip Leech, Seal Bugger, Woolly Bugger, Slim Fast
Leech, Leather Leech, and Lefty Leech. Fish them in
sizes 6-12, and in Olive, black, brown, or red colors.

For bait fish, they recommend Muddler, Syls Midge,
Whitlock Sculpin, Woolhead Sculpin, Zonker,
Clouser Minnow, Woolly Bugger, Seal Bugger, Magic
Perch, Appetizer, and Goldies. In size 4-12, with the
colors of silver, black, brown, and dark olive.
For midges, (pupa stage), they recommend the
following patterns: Chans Chironomid Pupa,
Chironomid Pupa, CDC Midge Emerger, Glass
Midge, Herl Midge, Serendipity, Syls Midge, Deer
Hair Chironomid Pupa, Yarn Midge, Coves Pheasant
Pupa, Lil L Pupa, Maggies Midge, Hern Worm,
Shipmans Buzzer, CDC Shipmans Buzzer, and
Goodmans Buzzer (is your fly box full yet???). In
sizes 18-22. Colors of red, black, gray, and olive.
For midges, (adult stage), try Griffiths Gnat, Sprout
Midge, or Renegades, in size 18-22. Colors of black,
gray, olive, or tan.
There is also supposed to be a hatch of Longhorn
Caddis in October. For the pupa stage, try the fly
patterns of Sparkle Pupa, Soft Hackle, Z Wing
Caddis, CDC Caddis Pupa, and Sticky Pupa, in sizes
8-16. Color should be: Body: black, brown, white;
shroud: tan. For the adult stages, try CDC Caddis,
Elk Hair Caddis, Parachute Caddis, X Caddis,
Hemingway Caddis, Casanova Caddis, and CDC
Bubble Caddis. Sizes 10-16, and in black, brown,
white, or cream colors.
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Here are just some of
the many lakes available
CHOPAKA LAKE

BUZZARD LAKE

One of two fly fishing only lakes within Okanogan
County. A very popular fishery in a scenic setting.
There are two campgrounds located on the lake, one
owned by DNR and one owned by BLM. Two small
graveled boat launches are available. Expect rainbow
trout in the 12-18 inch range. Fall fishing during the
months of September and October should be good
this year for rainbows in the 14-18 inch range.

11 acres. Located five (5) miles northwest of
Okanogan on Buzzard Lake Road. There is a
WDFW access site with an unimproved boat launch
and camping area. Buzzard Lake can from time
to time suffer winterkill, making it necessary to
plant catchable rainbows before season opener. If
over winter survival is good, then expect to catch
rainbows in the 12-18 inch range.

BIG TWIN LAKE

AENEAS LAKE

79 acres. 2 miles south of Winthrop. Rainbows plus
Lahontan cutthroat. Fishing best in May/June and
then again in Sept/Oct. Fish deep with weighted
lines during the hotter months of July and August.
WDFW access site on lake with toilet and gravel boat
launch. Expect rainbows in the 10-18 inch range. Fall
fishing should pick up as water temperatures start
to cool down and fish come closer to the surface.....
It did give us the chance to see what it had been
eating. Size 22 grass green chronomids, tons of them!
I should also mention, the fellows catching all the
fish the previous day were using mayfly nymphs
with marabou tails. I also hear red bead heads are a
good addition to damsel patterns for this lake. Last
Saturday in April through October 31 season.

60 acres. This small lake about 3-1/2 miles south
of Tonasket has rainbow and brown trout. Expect
these to run from 12 to 18 inches. Fly-fishing only
is the rule here, and use of motors is prohibited.
Car-topped boats can be launched and toilets are
available. Open season is from the last Saturday in
April through October 31. Per the book Washington
Fishing, “this 60 acre lake isn’t large, but it’s quite
deep, with spots in the middle plunging more than
60 feet. Most regulars fish the relatively shallow
waters near the north end, using various leech
patterns or a local favorite known as the Stick, which
is little more than olive or black chenille wrapped
around a size 10 hook.
ELL LAKE

BLUE LAKE

160 acres. About 10 miles N of Conconully. Rainbow
and brown trout. Gravel launch, restroom. Disability
access. Blue Lake (160 acres). Located in the
Sinlahekin Valley, this lake is expected to provide
excellent fishing for rainbow and brown trout
running from 12 to 18 inches. There is a 1-fish daily
limit, and selective gear rules are in effect, except
electric motors are allowed. A graveled launch and
toilets are available. Open season is from the last
Saturday in April through October 31. Disabled
accessibility. Per the book Washington Fishing, “if
you’re planning to toss feathers and fur for your
trout, be sure to take along a selection of Muddlers
and various leech patterns. The strike zone here is
often quite deep, so include a fast-sink fly line in
your arsenal”.

21 acres. This small lake 16 miles southeast of
Tonasket has selective gear rules and a one-trout
limit. Fishing prospects are good for rainbow trout
in the 12-inch range, and a large percentage of carryovers. Low water levels have caused problems in the
past, but the situation is vastly improved now. The
excellent trout fishery is maintained by using an
aerator to provide oxygen for the fish during both
summer and winter. A boat launch and toilets are
available. Open season is from the last Saturday in
April through October 31.
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Conservation Committee Activities
The conservation committee, headed by Bob Chaffee
has made two donations of $500 each, to The Western
Rivers Conservancy and to the Coastal Conservation
Association.
Recently, the Western Rivers Consevancy had the
opportunity to acquire and forever protect nearly
all of the Kennedy Creek stream corridor, from
it’s Summit Lake headwaters in the Capitol State
Forest, to the mouth of Toten inlet. Only ten miles
west of Olympia, Kennedy Creek is one of the most
productive chum salmon spawning streams in
all of Washington, with average fall runs topping
30,000 fish. Every November, over 5,000 visitors,
including more than 2,500 local school children, visit
the interpretive sites along the trail to witness this
incredible spectacle of nature. Kennedy Creek also
supports runs of coho and pink salmon, coastal and
resident cutthroat trout and winter steelhead, as well
as rich wildlife. Salmon carcasses provide important
marine-derived nutrients to the surrounding riparian
and estuarine ecosystems, including 120 wildlife
species, from northern river otter and bobcat to redtailed hawk.
Another project of the WRC is the Hoh River
protection. The Hoh is one of the nation’s great
rivers, world-renowned for its beauty and host to
thousands of outdoor enthusiasts each year. The Hoh
also brings an unprecedented opportunity to protect
and maintain one of the most important strongholds
for wild salmon and steelhead in the lower fortyeight states. With healthy salmon runs, pristine
headwaters, an absence of fish passage problems
and no significant hatchery influence, the Hoh only
requires habitat protection along the lower river
system.
Western Rivers Conservancy’s goal is to place nearly
the entire length of the Hoh into protective status by
acquiring the majority of lands along the lower River.
Together with our partners — the Hoh River Trust,
Washington Department of Natural Resources and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and with the support
of Congressman Norm Dicks, Senators Patty Murray
and Maria Cantwell, and Washington Commissioner
of Public Lands Doug Southerland -- Western Rivers
Conservancy is working to create a Recreation and
Conservation Area between Olympic National Park
and the Pacific Ocean, serving as a sanctuary for the

renowned Hoh River salmon and steelhead. Outdoor
enthusiasts will realize a wealth of increased
recreational opportunities and access along the Hoh.
In addition, many species of wildlife will benefit
from large-scale habitat protection, including listed
species like the marbled murrelet, northern spotted
owl, bald eagle and bull trout.
Since 2001, WRC has acquired and protected all of
the major corporate-owned land along the lower 30
miles of the Hoh River, totaling nearly 7,000 acres.
In September 2009, Western Rivers Conservancy
conveyed the last 2,000 acres of these lands to the
Hoh River Trust. The Hoh River Trust is a private,
non-profit organization founded by WRC and the
Wild Salmon Center in 2004. The Trust’s mission is
to act as permanent owner and steward of the Hoh
River Recreation and Conservation Area for the
benefit of fish, wildlife and people.
The Coastal Conservation Association is the largest
marine conservation organization in the country,
with a presence in 17 states. CCA’s efforts have
resulted in the restoration of those areas’ precious
resources and dramatically improved sport fishing.
CCA Washington started in April 2007 with a goal of
mobilizing conservation minded anglers to advocate
for sound, science-based fisheries management.
They rapidly added thousands of members and
established sixteen local chapters. Their voices are
focused and amplified by an experienced Advocacy
Director as well as a skilled and respected state
lobbyist representing them in Olympia. They also
now employ two full-time staff employees at the
headquarters in Vancouver.
Together with the sixteen CCA state chapters
throughout the US, they also retain a full-time
federal lobbyist in Washington, D.C. They are all
working as a team to build CCA Washington into
a powerful force for dynamic change that will help
preserve and protect our marine resources for future
generations.
The Olympic Fly Fisher’s Foundation is proud to
support such a worthy organizations. Members
are encouraged to visit the WRC website, at www.
westernrivers.org. The CCA website is at www.
ccawashington.org.

