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President’s Report
Ed Kellison, President

Welcome to everyone in anticipation
of another great year-to-come for the
club! Before I get started, I want to
thank Randy White so very much for
serving as our President for the past
two years. He did a super job and I
plan on continuing the effort to
support the club in every way I can.
Thanks for allowing me the
opportunity to be your President for
the upcoming year.
So much for that weather we had in
January. It wasn’t really that bad, but
when the local school district closes,
so does the Senior Center. But how
about the turnout at the February
meeting; that room was packed! Bob
Chaffee, our membership chairman,
mentioned that we had ﬁve or six new
members join at that meeting. It’s
great to see the club growing so well.
And I’m pretty sure we’ll see more new
members at our March meeting as a
result of our booth at the Fly-Fishing
Show.

This was the ﬁrst year the club
sponsored a table at the Fly-Fishing
Show at the Lynnwood Convention
Center. We had eight volunteers rotate
to man the table of the two-day event.
Many thanks to those members who
donated their time to support the
booth: Jim Black, Randy White,
Katherine Gold, Bill McDonald, Bob
Chaffee, John Wendt, Greg Sisson and
myself. Based on the number of people
who showed interest while Greg and I
were at the booth and when I
wandered by the booth during the two
days of the show, we may have another
packed house at our next meeting.
Thank you also to the members who’ve
volunteered to support our club either
as a board member or as a member of
one of our several committees this
coming year. I’m sure Dave will have a
list of everyone in this newsletter, so I
won’t take up the space here, but I
want to say thank you to all of you for
your support. Continued on page 2

President’s Report (continued)
Our Outings Committee has done a
great job getting dates set for our
outings for the entire year. This really
helps when coordinating ﬁshing trips
and our other required responsibilities
The Board approved the Conservation
Committee’s recommended
organizations for support this year.
They are also looking for some new
conservation activities to support. I am
looking forward to see what they come
up with. The Education Group has set
up a series of ﬂy-tying classes and
there is a casting instruction program
in the works. Our Communications
Team has really raised the bar in the
last year, with the new and very much
improved website and now a Facebook
page. And how about those great
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notices for upcoming events that have
been sent out by Greg . Those are so
helpful!
I’d also like to mention that for the past
many years John Wendt has chaired
our Annual Christmas Auction/Dinner
and has done an outstanding job. John
has stepped down from that
responsibility this year and we are in
need of some new interested parties.
We need people to help with
organizing the event as well as the
procurement of items to support the
auction. So, if you are interested,
please contact me and let’s get the ball
rolling (or the ﬂy ﬂying) sooner rather
than later.
Lastly, we have some great outings
coming up soon. I’m looking forward to
seeing a big turnout for our joint event
with Olympic Peninsula Fly Fishers at
Lone Lake. Hannan Lake was great last
year and hopefully will be again this
year. We’re also looking forward to the
barbecue at Hannan. I hope see you
there! Then it’s time to head over to
Dry Falls.
We’ve got a great year shaping up.
Let’s go ﬁshing!
Ed
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Outings Calendar
2020
BBQ
Boat
Show

Lone Lake

Ed Kellison 19.5” Buzzard
Lake Rainbow
Photo Ed Kellison

Peterhope Lake, BC

Dates

Destination

Host

March 14

Hannan Lake

Boehmer/Sisson

April 2-5

Dry Falls, Lenice, Lenore, Rocky Ford

Skaar/Langley

April 18

Lone Lake Joint Outing with OPFFC

Sisson/Don Wilcox

May 1-4

Winthrop/Twisp area lakes – Campbell,
Davis, Buzzard, Frost

Bradish/Truax

May 29 - June 2

Peterhope and Area Lakes BC

Langley/Boehmer

June 12-15

Chopaka

Sisson/Bisset

August -TBD

Methow River – Walk and Wade or Float

Bradish

August 15-19

Campbell River BC

September - TBD

Idaho or Montana Streams

Barry and Bruce
Dunlap
TBD

October 9-12

Omak Area Lakes – Green, Blue, Omak,
etc.
The Stilly
Anderson Lake
Lake Ballinger

October
November
Early December

Dry Falls Lake, WA
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Sisson/Brown
Skaar
TBD
TBD

OFF Speakers for 2020
By Jim Black

We are attempting to broaden our horizons with a variety of topics as you can by the
speakers we have already booked. We have some additional speakers that we are
Liberty Bell Mountain North Cascades
coordinating with to finalize their availability.
Photo Ed Kellison

If you have a topic or speaker you would enjoy please contact me. Some of the topics
BBQ
Show are fly fishing for carp, fly lines what to use when, Tenkara fly fishing,
beingBoat
considered
fly fishing for salmon, whatever - let me know what you want!

Jim Black on Aeneas LakePhoo Ed Kellison

Phil Rowley

Ryan Smith

Date

Speaker

Topic

January

Frosty the Snowman

Weather

February

Author, David Paul
Williams

Washington’s Best Small Mouth Bass
Waters

March

Owner, Ryan Smith, Avid
Angler

Fishing Puget Sound from Beaches and
Watercraft

April

Author, Phil Rowley, Fly
Craft Angling

Advanced Chironomid Tactics

May

FFI Washington Council
President, Bill Wheeler

Mike Truax, Bill MacDonald, & Les Jones at Little Green Lake
Photo Jim Hagy

All About Fly Lines and the Impacts on
Casting
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Education
By John Wendt

Fly Tying Gatherings
There’s no greater pleasure in ﬂy ﬁshing than
catching a ﬁsh on a ﬂy that you tied. If you
have been interested in or are already
involved in ﬂy tying then this gathering is for
you. We have both experienced and
beginners participating.
The OFF Education Committee is considering
extending these gatherings for OFF members
and potential members. Contact John Wendt.
Some thoughts on more topic sessions:
● Knot tying
● Tying techniques, i.e. braided bodies,
dry ﬂy wings, foam bodies, legs, etc.
● FFI Tying Skills Award Program
● Destination Flies - for upcoming OFF
Outings
● Tying Equipment - tools, vises, lights,
magnifying equipment, workstations,
storage
● Where to buy equipment, tools,
materials

Tim Buckley, Dan Singley,
Eric Sauer, Bob Chaffee
(hidden) and John Wendt ,
leading

When the master speaks,
people listen!

To tell us what you would like to learn
about. The Education Committee
wants to hear from YOU!
Tim Bennett, Jim (Lazy Boy),Tim Buckley, Dan
Singley

Contact an OFF Education Committee
member today!
John Wendt, Bob Birkner, Dave
McCutchen
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Technology

By an old fool learning new tricks

So there I was, at my ﬁrst OFF Christmas Auction/Dinner. I was having a great
time, a wonderfully delicious meal and ultimately a fantastic desert. Of course the
conversation at the table came around to ﬁshing - what would you expect?
I am chatting away with Charlie Meyerson and he asks if I had been ﬁshing any
moving water lately. I say, “naw, I can’t ﬁgure out when I can go where and what I
can ﬁsh for when”. Charlie was very polite in explaining to this ignorant old fool
when he said something to the effect of “Oh, it’s easy. Just open this app. Point to
where you are interested in going. And it tells you all that”.
I thinking this young buck doesn’t know what he’s talking about and he can sense
my disbelief. So, he whips out his phone, opens the app and WHOA!
He was right on! Of course, this old fool just played on like, oh, I knew that.
First thing I did when I got home that night was to download
an app to my phone: FISH WASHINGTON
It’s by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.
You search the map with your ﬁngers, ﬁnd where you want
to ﬁsh, “poke it” and here comes information about the water, county, regulations,
rules, limits, species, seasons……….
Another one I have learned about is online at https://midcurrent.com
If you subscribe to their website you get a weekly email with ﬂy ﬁshing
information delivered to your inbox with news, videos, gear information and more.
Some really good information even for this old fool.
Here is another one for anyone interested British Columbia Fishing
http://www.goﬁshbc.com/ Again, lots of good stuff. You can even purchase your
BC ﬁshing license from this site for those going North.
Anyone else want to teach an old fool about technology? Send it to me Dave
McCutchen at deepwater22@live.com - yes, I am usually “way over my head” in
deepwater!
MUST HAVE FAVORITES: https://olympicﬂyﬁshers.com and
https://www.facebook.com/Olympic-Fly-Fishers-of-Edmonds-Washington-100
516888107810/?ref=br_tf&epa=SEARCH_BOX
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Close to Home - Blackmans Lake
Want to go ﬁshing but don’t have enough time
to run very far from home? Try a local lake such
as Blackmans Lake in Snohomish. This lake is
open year round and has received 7,000
rainbow from the Tokul Creek Hatchery. The
lake is monitored by The Friends of Blackmans
Lake a nonproﬁt corporation with the mission
to understand and advocate for the health of
Blackmans Lake.
Located within the City of Snohomish, just east of Hwy 9. The area of the
Blackmans Lake is 62.9 acres with an average depth of 14 feet. The watershed, or
the land area that drains into the lake, covers 510.7 acres and about 50% of that
land is developed.
Lake Health and Additional Resources The City of Snohomish contracts with the
Snohomish County's Lake Management Program, to conduct monthly water
quality monitoring at Blackmans Lake. The lake has been monitored since 1992.
Maps View maps of Blackmans Lake and the surrounding area, including the
location of public access sites. Maps
Fishing opportunities include stocked Rainbow Trout and Coastal Cutthroat
Trout and resident Largemouth Bass, Yellow Perch, and Common Carp. There is a
WDFW boat ramp on the southern shore and bank access at Ferguson Park on
the eastern shore and two disabled-accessible ﬁshing piers at Hill Park on the
eastern shore (City of Snohomish). Two-pole ﬁshing is allowed. Shoreline access:
Good. There are three ﬁshing piers located at public parks and the WDFW
access.

Snohomish My Beloved County: An Angler's
Anthology Paperback – 1993
This is a book about freshwater ﬁshing in Snohomish County and a
fascinating personal history. Bob Heirman tells of his angling
experiences from boyhood to the present day, a span of more than
half a century. The author has served as secretary-treasurer of the
Snohomish Sportsmen's Club since 1960 and as president of the
Snohomish County Sportsmen's Association since 1975. He has
personally planted more backwoods lakes and streams with trout and
salmon fry than any other sportsman in Snohomish County history.
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Tips and Tools
When to Use a Blood Knot

A knot used to join two lines,
especially in ﬂy ﬁshing to attach a
leader to the main line, tied by coiling
either end around the opposite line
and passing the ends between the
two lines where the coils meet.
A blood knot maintains a high portion
of the line's inherent strength. Other
knots used for this purpose can cause
a substantial loss of strength. In ﬂy
ﬁshing, this serves to build a leader of
gradually decreasing diameter with
the castable ﬂy line attached at the
large diameter end and the ﬂy or
hook at the small diameter end.
The principal drawback to the blood
knot is the dexterity required to tie it.
Clicking on the image above will send you to a
YouTube video on how to tie the blood knot.

DIY Indicator Fishing Depth Tool

Take some braided line, dacron line, or heavy monoﬁlament and tie one end
to an alligator clip and the other to a small casting weight. Attach the
alligator clip to your hook, drop it overboard letting line out until it reaches
the bottom. Adjust your indicator and set to the depth you want to ﬁsh.
Retrieve and remove your tool. Start ﬁshing!
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Spring Fishing Means Chironomids

The chart below is copied from the book “Fly Patterns for Stillwaters” by Phil
Rowley. What does your favorite chronomid pattern look like? According to Phil
Rowley, “There are over 2500 species of chironomids found in North America.”
Most chironomid ﬁshers will start near or just off the bottom with their
chironomid imitation. Bead head chironomids will sink faster (especially if the
bead is tungsten). Some tiers will include non-lead wire to weight the ﬂy. Some
will tie a small swivel between the leader and tippet to help the descent of the
imitation.
If you are using an indicator, an easy way to set the indicator to the depth you
want is to attach something to your ﬂy i.e. an alligator clip with lead tied to it or a
hemostat clipped to your chironomid, dropping that to the bottom. Then adjust
your indicator to the depth you wish to ﬁsh, remove the device from your
chironomid and cast away.
SPRING DIET CHART
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Spring Fishing Means Chironomides
From BCFishn.com Quick Guide for Spring Chironomid Fishing

The springtime means big ﬁsh eating tiny bugs! Learning to chironomid ﬁsh will pay off greatly and help
increase your hook up percentages when ﬂy ﬁshing the ﬂat water in the spring. Here is a quick guide for
spring chironomid ﬁshing to help you get started.
First let’s start off by looking at the basic gear you need. A 9 to 10 foot ﬂy rod in the 5 or 6 weight range is
perfect. This method is typically ﬁshed using a ﬂoating line with a quick release strike indicator and a 5 to
6lbs leader line that can range 10-20 feet will be adequate. Smaller size tippet material can be used to
adjust the last couple of feet to the ﬂy.
The types of chironomids to use all depend on what is hatching and really it is a process of elimination.
Some common patterns to have are black body and white bead head; silver, black or even gold bead heads
can work. It is good to have a variety of colours and sizes in your ﬂy box. Having some bloodworms in
your kit can also produce. Once you catch your ﬁrst trout throat pump the ﬁsh and check the contents
and try to match size and colours. Another good tip is to always be observant when on the water. Look on
the surface for recent hatches and target that area. It can also pay off huge dividends to stop in to the
local ﬂy shop to ask for their advice on some chironomids to help get you started! You can’t beat local
knowledge!
When ﬁshing chironomids you want to start off by ﬁshing approximately 1 foot off the bottom. You can
either use sonar to identify the depth or you can do this manually. With your strike indicator positioned
but not “locked in” on your line, tie a heavy weight to the end of your leader. Drop the weight to the
bottom, once you make bottom contact and the strike indicator is on the water surface, pull up one foot
and lock in your indicator. You are now perfectly one foot off the bottom. Pull the line back up and tie on
your chironomid.
Casting long leaders with a strike indicator and weight on your line can be tricky; it will take practice! It is
best to position your boat with the wind at your back. This way the wind will help assist your casting. A
little ripple on the water can do a little good, as it will help disguise your strike indicator to the ﬁsh. A
good anchor system is vital when chironomid ﬁshing and it is recommended to anchor the front and back
of the boat to hold your position.
The key to a successful retrieval rate is SLOW! First off cast your line out and allow time for your ﬂy to sit
directly under your indicator and at the preferred depth. There will be days that very little retrieval will be
needed and the ﬁsh will bite, especially when the surface as a ripple as it will move your ﬂy. The 2 primary
retrieval methods are 1-2 inch slow strips or a very slow 12-inch strip.
Chironomid ﬁshing becomes more successful with more you practice. So don’t shy away from this method
this spring, get out there and try your luck! When you ﬁnally get on the right formula for a successful day,
you will be in for a day of bent rod fud chaos!
Tight lines! Chelsey Harasiukv, BC Fishn Team Member

Fly Tying - The Micro Leech
By Greg Sisson

Jim Black on Aeneas Lake

BBQ Boat Show

Photo Ed Kellison

The Mirco Leech is a great early spring
pattern. Fish it under an indicator or strip it
back
using
a ﬂoating
or sinking line. Watch
Liberty
Bell Mountain
North Cascades
Photo Ed Kellison
Ed Kellison
Brian Chan explain When and why to use
a 19.5” Buzzard
Lake Rainbow
micro leech.
Photo Ed Kellison
Ingredients: Olive
marabou, 3/32 black
tungsten bead, size 14 wide
gap nymph hook, small
black wire, olive thread 8/0
or 70 denier
Step 1: Slip on the bead and
tie in the black wire. Wrap
from the bead to the hook
bend and tie in about 2
inches of marabou leaving
about a ¾ “ tail.

Step 2: Wrap your thread
back to the bead. Gently
gather the 2” marabou tuft,
give it a light twist then
wrap it forward to the bead
and tie it off.

2019 Summer Picnic Boat Display
Photo by Greg Sisson

Step 3: Trim the excess
marabou. Gently work the
black wire forward without
crushing the marabou spikes.
About 5 evenly spaced turns.
Tie off the wire, trim and whip
ﬁnish. Apply a tiny bit of
cement to secure the thread.
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Confessions of a Lousy Caster
By Jim Black

I always thought I was able to cast decently because I could put a ﬂy out 40 feet
with not too much of a problem. I was dead wrong. Once I started to hunt Sea Run
Jim Black on Aeneas Lake
Cutthroat
trout
out on the sound ILiberty
found
I needed to cast further. Casting for Coho
Bell Mountain North Cascades
BBQ
Boat
Show
Photo Ed Kellison
Ed Kellison
Ed Kellison 19.5” Buzzard
required
even greater distances bePhoto
achieved.
Lake Rainbow
Photo Ed Kellison

Sometime last summer I was out on the sound with a guide ﬁshing. This is when I
realized I was a lousy caster. My guide asked me to use his rod and line and cast a
bit for him so he could know what he had to work with. Before asking me to cast he
showed me what he was looking for. With 3 false casts he launched his line a good
75 to 80 feet with, what appeared to me, little effort. He was not showing off. He
did that later in the day and consistently cast 90 to 100 feet, again with not much
effort. My efforts were good for 55 to 60 feet with a lot of wasted effort on my part.
My guide told me that 98% of ﬂy casting is technique. He also advised me to get
some training from an FFI certiﬁed instructor or I would probably wind up hurting
my shoulder trying to cast these longer distances. He said that he did not teach
casting. He could cast, but he said he gets frustrated when it comes to teaching
casting because he feels he is not a good teacher.
I feel that anyone can cast the minimum distance to catch some ﬁsh but learning to
cast well enables you to catch more ﬁsh and have an easier time doing it. To that
end I am putting together a series of casting opportunities to be held prior to the
meeting.
Fly Fishers International (FFI) offers a Fly Casting Challenge Program. We will use
this program to guide our efforts. There are 3 levels of achievement: Bronze, Silver
and Gold. Each level requires you to pass 7 to 8 tasks. To be recognized by the FFI
and get their snazzy achievement pin you need to be a member. If you just want to
learn about efﬁcient casting and line presentation for rivers and lakes, this
program can help.
If you are interested in learning more about casting please send me an email at
Jimblgm52@gmail.com. I will send you some links to FFI and YouTube videos that
will help get you started. If we have enough interest we’ll begin practice sessions in
April just ahead of the club meeting.
Jim Black VP-Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds
2019 Summer Picnic Boat Display
Photo by Greg Sisson
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Conservation Report
By Bill MacDonald

At the January Board meeting, the Conservation Committee as allocated $2,750,
the same as last year, for Conservation and Education projects for 2020. This has
Liberty Bell Mountain North Cascades
BBQ Boat Show
Photo
Ed Kellison
now been allocated to the following
beneﬁciaries:
$500.00 to the Western Rivers Conservancy in Portland, Oregon. We have donated
to them each year but reduced the amount this year to spread out the funds.
Western Rivers is a major organization that buys critical private land and conveys
it to various Government authorities as a conservation easement.
$600.00 to Students Saving Salmon at Edmonds-Woodway High School (primarily)
for the efforts at planting eggs into area creeks around Edmonds. We supplied 4
hatch boxes for them to put in the streams in December.
$500.00 to the Coastal Conservation Association to support their efforts at
inﬂuencing legislation and action by the WDFW and other agencies in support of
ﬁsh conservation and enhancement.
$400.00 to Casting for Recovery of Bonney Lake, Washington (the local chapter)
which provides ﬂy ﬁshing education and practice for women recovering from
breast cancer. With the new women members of our club, we felt it was fair to
honor them with this donation.
$350.00 to The Mayﬂy Project which sponsors education and practice in ﬂy ﬁshing
for foster children that otherwise would never have a chance to experience what
we do in our ﬂy ﬁshing trips. They hope to sponsor up to 9 kids, ages 11-17 years,
this year. If anyone is interested in being a mentor to these kids, a representative
will be at an upcoming meeting for a short presentation.
Remember, if anyone wants to donate funds to the club for conservation and/or
education, we encourage the to do so, especially if you were unable to attend our
Christmas Party in December. You can also donate to these causes directly if you
desire, just contact me for the address.
If you would like to join us, or have ideas for further projects that we might do as a
club, please let me know.
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Membership Report
By Bob Chaffee

Olympic Fly Fishers added 6 new members last month!
And we are anticipating more new members this month from the
OFF booth at the Fly Fishing show!
Send potential new members to our new website

Join Olympic Fly Fishers

OFF Committees
Communications - Chair Greg Sisson, members - Randy White, Jim Black, Dave
McCutchen
Education - Chair John Wendt, members - Bob Birkner, Dave McCutchen, Richard
Weiss
Outings - Chair Greg Sisson, members - Dave Skaar, Todd Brown, Tom Langley,
Mike Truax, Ed Boehner, Tom Bradish
Membership - Chair Bob Chaffee, Jim Traner
Conservation - Chair Bill MacDonald, members - Jim Black, Katherine Gold, Dick
Weiss
Annual Christmas Auction/Dinner - Chair vacant, members - Katherine Gold,
Participation is welcomed! Contact committee chairs to help out.
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Olympic Fly Fishers Information
Ofﬁcers - 2020
President: Ed Kellison
Secretary: Katherine Gold
Communications: Greg Sisson

Vice President: Jim Black
Treasurer: Jim Traner
Trustee:: Randal White
Chairpersons - 2020

Outings: Greg Sisson
Education: John Wendt
Membership: Bob Chaffee
Ghillie: Hal Rowe
Conservation: Bill MacDonald
Communication: Greg Sisson
Catering and Events:
Christmas Party: need a volunteer!

The Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds
Meet on the second Tuesday of the month.
The club holds monthly dinner meetings (except for July and August), social hour is at 6 p.m.
Fishing reports and presentation are at 7 pm. Dinners are $20 and raffle tickets are $5.

Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center
22000 Lakeview Drive, Mountlake Terrace, WA
See http://www.OlympicFlyFishers.com/calendar for program and
meal information
Photo Lone Lake, Whidbey Island

This edition of TIGHTLINES was edited by Dave
McCutchen and Greg Sisson
Thanks to all our contributors!

