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Monster Brown Trout

I’m happy to say that we are starting
to see the light at the end of the
tunnel with regards to COVID, so
hopefully everything goes as
planned and we can proceed to
Phase 4 at the end of June. This is
great news and I’m optimistic that
we’ll be able to hold meetings in
person this fall, but we’ll still have to
wait a bit longer to know for sure.
I’m also optimistic that we’ll be able
to have a barbecue picnic at the
Mountlake Terrace Senior Center
sometime in August. We’ve
contacted the Mountlake Terrace
Senior Center hoping to arrange
that and our regular meetings in
September as well.
It’s been great having Club outings
once again. The Winthrop trip was
wonderful. We had at least 16
members attend that trip and

2021

Skykomish River

Snake River
31” Yellowstone Cutthroat

we all send our thanks to Barbara for
hosting the club at her beautiful
cabin on the Chewuch river.
Our Dry Falls outing had a bit
smaller turnout and a little cooler
weather, but once again, getting
together was a good thing. Some of
the members camped in the State
Park and others stayed in the Sun
Lakes resort; a few of us even golfed
while we were there. The ﬁshing was
a bit slow but everyone eventually
hooked up. There’s a group of
dedicated ﬁshers heading to Chopaka
later this month. Good luck with the
ﬁshing and be safe on that bumpy
road into Chopaka!
I read an article the other day on the
returning pink salmon (aka Humpies)
this year. They are expecting
numbers similar to 2019, with a run
of close to three million. I tried some
Continued on page 2

President’s Report (continued)
beach ﬁshing about four years ago but
wasn’t very successful. I’m deﬁnitely
going to hit the beaches again this
August/September. Here is an
interesting article on ﬁshing about
ﬁshing for Humpies in our area: How to
Catch Pink Salmon in Puget Sound |
Seattle Magazine
Don’t forget to check out our own
updated website in the next few weeks.
You’ll see some great improvements
and additional information for
upcoming events.
Thank you to all of our board members
and the many volunteers in our Club
who’ve made the Club what it is today.
We have a great group of members and
I’m thankful that we were able to
weather this very difﬁcult past year
with such success. I am especially
grateful to Dave McCutchen and Greg
Sisson for their work on our Tightlines
publication; it’s always a great read.
Ed Kellison, President
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OFF Speakers
for 2021
Ryan Smith
By Jim Black

We are attempting to broaden our horizons with a variety of topics as you can tell by
Liberty Bell Mountain North Cascades
the speakers we have already booked. We have some additional
that we
Photo Edspeakers
Kellison
are coordinating with to finalize their availability.

Jim Black on Aeneas LakePhoo Ed Kellison

BBQ Boat Show
If you have a topic or speaker you would enjoy please contact me. Some of the
topics being considered are fly fishing for carp, fly lines what to use when, Tenkara
fly fishing, fly fishing for salmon, whatever - let me know what you want!
Goto Olympic Fly Fishers Calendar and click on the event for specific speaker
information! TIGHTLINES will continue to promote some of our guests. However,
the most current and more detailed information will be found on our calendar!
June: Lael P. Johnson Owner | Guide, Fly Gyde LLC, Tel: 206-673-7100,
info@ﬂygyde.com
click here for website.
Lael Johnson owns and operates the Fly Guide service with his crew of
specialists who can cover the many forms of ﬂy ﬁshing. Lael is a world class
steelhead and salmon guy and will be talking to us about the state of ﬁshing for
steelhead, Spey casting and review ﬁshing in the Olympic Peninsula as well as
other destinations. Leal is one of the best casters and ﬂy tiers around. He will
show us some of his most productive ﬂies and how he ﬁshes them.

Devin Olsen

Mike Truax, Bill MacDonald, & Les Jones at Little Green Lake
Photo Jim Hagy
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OFF Speakers
for 2021
Ryan Smith
By Jim Black (continued)

Bob Clouser
Liberty Bell Mountain North Cascades
September: Have you heard of the Clouser minnow ﬂy? Well
have the man
Photowe
Ed Kellison
himself, Bob Clouser, to talk about that ﬂy and many more. Bob have been
Jim Black on Aeneas LakePhoo Ed Kellison
ﬁshing
longer
than most of us and will be sharing his ﬂy tying and ﬁshing
BBQ Boat
Show
knowledge with us. The clouser minnow is a very productive ﬂy for both lakes
and streams. Bob will be Tying and talking about his adventures in ﬂy ﬁshing
along with the history of many of his ﬂy creations.

Fishing with Ladin
October will be a blast. The Fishing with Ladin crew will talk with us about their
show and ﬁshing adventures. What I like about them is that they show lakes and
rivers in the surrounding area of Canada, Montana, Idaho and Oregon that are
accessible to all and don’t cost an arm and a leg to ﬁsh. Ladin and his buddy Jeff
Phil Rowley
will talk about some of their best places
to ﬁsh and what it takes to create their
weekly show.
Devin Olsen

Mike Truax, Bill MacDonald, & Les Jones at Little Green Lake
Photo Jim Hagy
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Mini Muddler

Education

Better Bugger

By: John Wendt

Baby Chum

Better Bugger

The OFF Education Committee is working on activities for 2021 and we are getting
excited!
We now have a document camera to be used for our ﬂy tying classes. We were
optimistic about being able to produce some fabulous ZOOM sessions. However,
this is more complicated than initially thought. In the interim, we partnered with
Project Healing Waters and some Joint Base Lewis McChord ﬂy tiers for some
awesome ZOOM ﬂy tying. These sessions are available on the YouTube Channel
published by Rick Davidson click here.
The Education Committee members are working towards having classroom ﬂy
tying sessions. We are looking at venues that will hopefully be opening up this Fall,
post pandemic. We are considering have a class for beginning ﬂy tying and a
separate class for non-beginners.
Is anyone interested in earning Fly Fishers International ﬂy tying skills process?
They have 3 levels of awards (bronze, silver and gold) and provide videos and
assistance towards your achievement of these awards. The intent is to improve
everyone’s tying skills. More information is available at click here. The Education
Committee will assist all who are interested in the process. Reverse Marabou
If you do not tie your own ﬂies but are interested in learning how to do so, let the
Education Committee know and we will get you started. We have all the equipment
for you to learn with. We also have access to heavily discounted equipment if you
wish to own your own equipment. Contacting us now will help us prepare for
Fall/Winter classes.
The Education Committee will be coordinating the ﬁrst OFF FLY SWAP program
where OFF members would exchange ﬂies amongst ourselves, while receiving a
free ﬂy box and supporting the OFF Foundation Auction. See details on next page.
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Education
By: John Wendt

Baby Chum

OFF Fly Tying Swap

Better Bugger

OFF Education Committee’s idea is to increase interest in tying and sharing ﬂies
among members. Starting with an initial round of up to ten tiers, each of whom will
tie ten copies of a ﬂy of their choice, the Education Committee will collect the ﬂies
and distribute one of each to all the participants. It's a great way to get some time
at the bench and to collect some great ﬂies tied by our friends.
All tiers, regardless of skill level, are encouraged to participate. This isn't a
contest, and we're are not looking for perfection. It's an opportunity for
individuals to work on their ﬂy tying skills and gain new ﬂies for their ﬂy boxes.
Initially, we're limiting a swap to ten (10) participants. If this works out and we
have more than ten participants, we'll open up another swap (we don’t want
participants to have to tie more than 10 ﬂies each).
If you are interested contact our SwapMaster (aka John Wendt) via email, text or
phone call saying “I’m in - with your full name and contact information”. Your
participation will be conﬁrmed and each participant will receive a ﬂy box to submit
their ﬂies in to our SwapMaster.
Each participant will tie 10 ﬂies max--one for each of the other 9 participants and
one to be donated to our OFF Auction Committee.
Reverse Marabou
Tie whatever ﬂy you like: an old favorite, a new experiment, dry, wet,
streamer, whatever, but make all your ﬂies of the same pattern, same size,
same colors, etc.
A reasonable time frame will be established to complete your tying. Once
done, place your ﬂies in the provided ﬂy box along with the name of the ﬂy
and your name. Then contact the SwapMaster.
The SwapMaster will collect all ﬂies and redistribute to each participant a ﬂy
Reverse Marabou
box with a ﬂy from each of the other participants and one to the OFF Auction
Committee.
SwapMaster – John Wendt Cell or text 206-355-7874 dogdocwent@comcast.net
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Conservation Activity
What to do with all those plastic
bags? At one point, they were being
banned as they do not break down
when tossed into the trash.
unload
All hands on deck
With theInitial
pandemic,
they have come
back in most stores simply because
we were not allowed to use our
reusable bags when purchasing
groceries and other items.

Where did everyone go!

So, maybe we should use them one
more time. TAKE ONE FISHING!
These squish up real small so one
can be easily carried with you.
While on the water you can use it
for your tippet clippings (instead of
tossing them overboard where they
will live for 100+ years). After a
wonderful day of ﬁshing, You can
pick up a few things left behind by
others using your bag as a collector.
Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds
invites you to help with the
stewardship of our ﬁshing
environment. Take a picture of your
collection and show us you care by
posting on the Olympic Fly Fishers
Forum by clicking here.

Tim Bennett, Jim (Lazy Boy),Tim Buckley, Dan
Singley
Ed Boehmer, Barry Hutton, Ed
Kellison, Vince Portacci, Jim Black,
the truck driver.
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HOOKED!
By Katherine Gold

February 20th was the OFF’s Club ﬁrst
outing of the season to Lone Lake,
Whidbey Island and after not ﬁshing for
quite a while, I was excited to go. That
same morning there was also a Sound
Salmon Solutions clean-up event at the
Edmond’s hatchery I attended for a
short while prior to hopping in the car
with my dog to take off for Lone Lake. It
was
lovelyJim
day
and
my ﬁrst
experience
TimaBennett,
(Lazy
Boy),Tim
Buckley,
Dan
Singley
was the beautiful new ferry terminal at
Mukilteo.

Finding my way to the lake didn’t take
long and playing a little Chuck-it ball
ﬁrst to keep my dog happy was an
important start to a quiet day. Into my
waders and boots, armed with my pole
and a black wooly bugger, I was all set.
While there was a strong southerly
Tim Buckley, Dan Singley,
wind coming at me atEric
a Sauer,
goodBob
clip,
I
Chaffee
(hidden) and John Wendt ,
couldn’t wait to get my
line in the
leading
water. I think it was the ﬁfth cast
attempt to cut under the wind and that
wooly bugger smacked me right in the
nose. I was hooked! At ﬁrst it was
annoying because the wind was
whipping the line and tugging the ﬂy.
However, a couple of local ﬁshers
stepped up to help and with a big smile
mentioned I was using the right ﬂy. I
master speaks,
had one thing right. TheyWhen
cutthe
the
line
people listen!
but didn’t feel comfortable taking the
hook out. It was in a little deep and
still had the barb on. They suggested I
go to a local walk-in clinic. Well that
was certainly not what I had in mind,
but I was starting to bleed. These kind
gentlemen guided me to the local clinic
on Whidbey Island where the capable
staff were very kind, sympathetic and
helpful.
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HOOKED!

Continued from prior page

The doctor did a great job and I still
have my nose to prove it! He used the
“String Trick” (YouTube link) for getting
out a ﬁshing hook or:
1.

2.

3.

Wrap a string or ﬁshing line
around the bend of the hook.
Get a good grip on the
string.
Stabilize the area on a ﬂat
surface if possible. While
pushing down on the eye of
the hook, apply a ﬁrm quick
jerk to the string, parallel to
the shank.
Make sure you’ve had a
tetanus shot within the last
5-10 years.

While I did lose my wooly bugger, I did
not lose my nose! Moral of the story:
Don’t cast into the wind (da!) and if you
get “hooked” remember the “String
Trick”.
Editor’s Note: Not everyone would be
willing to “publish” this story let alone
the picture. However, this speaks to
what a GREAT person ‘Kath’ is in
sharing this experience in a positive
way.
Tim Bennett, Jim (Lazy Boy),Tim Buckley, Dan

The
adjoining pictures are more
Singley
opportunities to deploy the “String
Trick!
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Tim Buckley, Dan Singley,
Eric Sauer, Bob Chaffee
(hidden) and John Wendt ,
leading

When the master speaks,
people listen!

Technology
learning new tricks

Click here and subscribe for free!

Tom Rosenbauer, host of the Orvis Fly
Fishing Podcasts, has been with the Orvis
Company over 30 years, and while there has
been a ﬁshing school instructor, copywriter,
public relations director, merchandise
manager, and was editor of The Orvis News
for 10 years. He is currently Marketing
Director for Orvis Rod and Tackle. As
merchandise manager, web merchandiser,
and catalog director, the titles under his
direction have won numerous Gold Medals
in the Annual Catalog Age Awards.
Click here
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Close to Home - Pass Lake

Private dock, Lake Shoecraft

Picturesque Lake Riley

Pass Lake was the ﬁrst lake in
The “census”, as it has become known,
Washington to be designated for ﬂy
was modeled after a similar event
ﬁshing only when on January 9, 1940
previously conducted on Lone Lake by
the Washington Game Commission
the Evergreen Fly Fishing Club.
adopted a resolution from the fairly
The “census” is now an annual event with
new (1939) Washington Fly Fishing
results reviewed by Washington
Club (WFFC) of Seattle.
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).
Though the lake was historically
The collected data has aided WDFW in
stocked with a wide variety of ﬁsh,
managing the stocking plan at Pass Lake.
including cutthroat trout and Atlantic
See the charts and data on the next
salmon, the main attractions on Pass
pages. Note the relationship between the
Lake today are rainbow and brown
stocking volumes and catch size (growth)
trout, both of which are planted in the of rainbow trout in the lake.
lake these days. In 2014, the Fidalgo Fly Today, there is growing concern
Fishing Club with guidance from the
regarding Yellow Perch that have been
Evergreen Fly Fishing Club and
brought into the lake and what impact
assistance from Whidbey Island Fly
that will have on the Rainbow and Brown
Fishing Club an annual weigh and
Trout’s food supply.
measure of Pass Lake trout was
Lake Shoecraft boat launch
Parking Lot Across
Access to lake
initiated.
Boat Launch
road from launch
From Centennial Trail
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Close to Home - Pass Lake

(continued)

Private dock, Lake Shoecraft

Picturesque Lake Riley

Here is some additional information about Pass Lake from WDFW in 2019
Lake Shoecraft boat launch
Access to lake
click
here.
Boat Launch
From Centennial Trail
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Close to Home - Pass Lake

(ontinued)

Taking a closer look at the data, there were a few people who did better than
most of the others. And these same people did it year after year. So, if we
separate those people and look at the numbers, things look different.

Private dock, Lake Shoecraft

Picturesque Lake Riley

So, the top 4 anglers in 2021 caught 3 fish every 2 hours in 2021. The rest caught fish
at the rate of 1 every 2.5 hours! Hmmmmmmmmm?
And in late May we have signs posted at the Pass Lake boat launch!

Lake Shoecraft boat launch

Access to lake
From Centennial Trail

Boat Launch
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THE HANG
The Hang can be a truly deadly
method/technique which is often
overlooked and not utterly understood
by many anglers.
The hang
can be ﬁshed from both the
LEECHES
boat and the bank. However, it is most
effective from the boat as the ﬂies can
be hung further away and over a greater
depth. This often means the ﬁsh will not
see the angler or the boat and often
results in more positive takes.
In simple terms, “The Hang” is the act of
presenting the ﬂies static at the end of
the retrieve before recasting. What the
angler is unaware of is how much
interest ﬂies generate under the water;
how many times have we you lifted
your ﬂies out of the water to recast only
to ﬁnd the a swirl on the water’s surface
as a ﬁsh follows & turns away from your
ﬂies ..? To convert these follows into
hook ups the angler must ﬁrstly assume
that there are ﬁsh interested in the ﬂies
during every single retrieve. Secondly,
the angler must give the ﬁsh the
opportunity to take the ﬂies by
presenting them static prior to
recasting. The angler can also greatly
increase the likelihood of a take by
generating further interest by a sharp
rapid movement of the ﬂies immediately
prior the static phase of the hang.

For us to hang our ﬂies effectively, we
must know where our ﬂies are in the
water and how far they are away from
the rod tip. To do this we use what is
SUCKING
called a hang marker, aEGG
visible
mark on
CHIRONOMIDS
LEECH
the ﬂy line.
Most modern sinking ﬂy
Cruncher
lines come with hang markers already
marked, although there are a few
exceptions. For lines that do not
possess in built hang markers we can
mark our own hang markers.

There are multiple methods for adding
hang markers to your ﬂy lines. Using
your rod building and/or ﬂy tying skills
you can add thread to your line and coat
it with a glue or resin i.e. head cement, uv
resin, superglue, etc. Some use tape and
coat the tape. You could use a permanent
marker.
Video for tape click here.
Video for thread click here.
Video ﬁshing “the hang” click here.
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“June

is Women in Fly Fishing Month”

from Fly Fishers International’s Cover-ing the Drift: Volume 25; Issue 1; March 2021
FFI has asked each of its 17 councils
nationwide to name a representative to
Women’s Con-nect, the FFI women’s
group. The Washington Council is
grateful that Trisha Campbell from our
board has agreed to become the
Council’s liaison to the national group.
She’s not wasting any time and
launching a series of events in June.
The Washington/Idaho Casting for
Recovery, which covers 11 counties on
the Eastern side of Washington, will
hold a retreat the weekend of June 11-13.
This retreat will follow COVID safety
protocol. Attendance will be limited to
seven participants. The retreat will be
held at N-Sid-Sen on Lake Coeur d’
Alene in Harri-son, Idaho. Ap-plications
are being taken through March at
Cast-ingforrecovery.org

Trisha Campbell’s passion for ﬂy ﬁshing
runs deep. She loves to help other’s
experience its joys. Trisha is pursuing a
Casting Instructor Certiﬁcation. She has
served as Participant Coordinator for
the Northern Idaho/ Eastern
Washington chapter of Casting For
Recovery for 9 years and Fly Fishing
Instructor for CFR Washington for 2
years. She has instructed for 5 years
with Kelly Creek Flycasters Women’s
Clinic, 3 years at the Fly Fishers
International (FFI) Women’s University
and 7 years with Idaho State Juvenile
Corrections Fly Fishing program. Trisha
is currently the Treasurer for FFI
Western Rocky Mountain Region and
Resinsforward
and Curing
she is UV
looking
to Lights
serving the
Washington Council as well.

Other events in June will be on Saturday
afternoons. At the events, FFI will host
basic casting classes for women, plus
offering the bronze medal challenge
course for women to test their skills.
These casting events will be free of
charge with a limited number of
participants. Masks will be required and
participants will be asked to practice
social distancing. Participants will need
to bring their own rod, reel and line.
Event sites will be in the Pullman, WA. /
Mos-cow, ID. area. Exact locations will
be announced later.
Registration will be during May-by
UV Dubbing
e-mailing Trisha Campbell at:
Trisha
Campbell
Parking Lot Across
Access
to lake
2seaotter@cableone.net
Boat Launch
road from launch
From Centennial Trail
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“FLY FISHING ENTOMOLOGY”
Aquatic Insects by Roger Rohrbeck
Insect Anatomy - Insects have three
body regions (head, thorax, abdo-men),
and six legs, at least in their adult
lifestage. A stoneﬂy nymph is used to
illustrate this, primarily due to its
distinctive body regions.

Head

Thorax

Classiﬁcation for the purpose of this
series, insects and other
UV High Test Hare’s Ear
mac-roinvertebrates will be referred to
Nymph
by their common names, whenever
practical. For example, at the Order
level of classiﬁcation, Mayﬂy is a
unique binomial (genus and species).
common name, whereas
When in proper form, the ﬁrst letter of a
Ephemeroptera is its scientiﬁc name.
genus name is capitalized, the ﬁrst
The system of classiﬁcation has many
letter of a species name is not
levels, between kingdom and species.
capitalized, and both genus and species
For our purposes, we will only be
names are italicized. For example, we
dealing with two levels, order and
are classiﬁed as Homo sapiens.
genus. Having said that, I believe it is
important to understand that all living
Parking Lot Across
Access
to page
lake
things (be they animal, plant, or
Continued
on next
Boat
Launch
road from launch
From Centennial Trail
whatever) are referred to by their
Page16

“FLY FISHING ENTOMOLOGY(continued)”
Abdomen Anatomy

The following tables illustrate
progression from egg lifestage to adult
lifestage for both types of
metamorphosis. A damselﬂy is
illustrated as example of incom-plete
metamorphosis, and a midge is
illustrated as the example of complete
metamorphosis.
Damselﬂy

Instar:
An instar refers to an insect between
any two successive molts. For example,
after hatching from the egg and insect
is said to be in its ﬁrst instar. When the
insect moults, it is then a second instar,
and so on.MetamorphosisInsects
undergo a process called
metamorphosis in order to progress
from one lifestage to the next. This
meta-morphosis is referred to as
incomplete when the insect does not
have a pupal lifestage. In that case the
imma-ture lifestage is referred to as a
nymph, at least by most ﬂyﬁshers.
Conversely, when the insect does have a
pupal lifestage, the immature lifestage is
Parking Lot Across
referred
toLaunch
as a larva.
Boat
road from launch
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|

Chironomid

UV High Test Hare’s Ear
Nymph

Access
to page
lake
Continued
on next
From Centennial Trail

“FLY FISHING ENTOMOLOGY(continued)”
Some Common Insect Metamorphosis

UV High Test Hare’s Ear
Nymph

Boat Launch

Parking Lot Across
road from launch
Page18

Access to lake
From Centennial Trail

GREAT READ
By Keith Stramm

This amazing book will give you a
whole new perspective on the
prospects for salmon recovery. It was
written by a widely respected author
who has an astonishing grasp of his
subject. Kurlansky documents the
former worldwide abundance of
salmon going back to the 1400s, then
traces their decline throughout the
world while describing the major
factors that led to decline.
You could easily mistake this
400-page 8 & 1/2 x 11 volume for a
coffee table book given its heft and all
the eye-catching color photographs.
But the photos are not just eye candy.
Everything is instructive, beginning
with the inside cover photo that
shows the migratory route for B.C.
salmon.
I thought I’d work my way through
the book in bite size fashion, paying
more attention to the photos than the
text, like I would an issue of National
Geographic. But I got pulled in by the
prologue description of the Bristol
Bay sockeye ﬁshery, one of the most
productive commercial ﬁsheries
remaining anywhere in the world.
From that point on, my evening
reading was an eagerly awaited
priority, every bit as tasty as a dish of
chocolate ice cream. It was more

(Patagonia Works, 2020)

engrossing than a good Daniel Silva novel.
I read until I fell asleep with the book in
my hands and it slipped from my grasp
and plunked into my lap.
As I read, the book brought to mind the
current urgency to rebuild king salmon
runs in Puget Sound rivers in a last ditch
effort to save the dwindling pods of
Orcas. As if that was all that is stake.
Kurlansky puts it in a broader perspective.
I was startled when

A storm drain placard in place.
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GREAT READ
Continued from page 16

he wrote: “If we can save the planet, the
salmon will be alright.” I couldn’t help
making my own translation: “If we can
save
theBoat
salmon,
BBQ
forwwe will be alright.” It’s
not just about the Orcas. And it’s a lot
more serious than saving recreational
ﬂy ﬁshing. According to the author,
salmon are a barometer species for how
well our planet is doing.
The book is divided into four parts. The
ﬁrst part explicates the classiﬁcation of
the several species of salmon into three
major genera: Salvelinus, Salmo, and
Oncorhynchus, explaining that
anadromy evolved as the oceans cooled
and salmon began to migrate for the
better food the oceans provided. Also in
Part One Kurlansky provides a
fascinating account of the life cycle of
(anadromous) salmon, describing the
many obstacles they face so heroically.
In Part Two, the book’s longest with six
chapters, Kurlansky provides a
fascinating history of the former
abundance of salmon in the British Isles,
the European continent, the Atlantic
and Paciﬁc coasts of North America, and
even Asia. Then he documents the
collapse of salmon abundance all over
the world due to overﬁshing,
deforestation, agriculture, pollution and,
most of all, dams. It is surprising how
well the reasons were understood

two and three hundred years ago, yet
how little was done in the face of the
proﬁts generated from logging, mining,
agriculture and industrialization. No
other book has documented this
history and told this story in such
compelling detail.
The three chapters in Part Three take
stock of where salmon are now, the
attempts to restock depleted runs with
hatchery raised ﬁsh, and the
replacement of wild ﬁsh with ﬁsh
farms. The author reviews our
experiences with these efforts and the
many unexpected problems that have
occurred. He explains why there
doesn’t seem to be any effective way to
replace wild salmon.
“The Dangerous Future” for the survival
of salmon is presented in the three
chapters of Part Four. One of the most
telling facts is a phenomenon called
“poor marine survival.” For example, in
an effort to bring salmon back to the
Connecticut River millions of fry and
smolts were released, but by 2001 only
44 ﬁsh returned and ﬁnally the Fish and
Wildlife Service gave up the effort.
Finally, in a technical appendix the
book presents an analysis of the failed
management paradigm that persists in
the management of Paciﬁc salmon

A storm drain placard in place.
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GREAT READ
Continued from page 16

runs. The authors of this appendix, two
Northwest ﬁsheries biologists, argue
that a “place-based” paradigm is needed
thatBBQ
recognizes
that every salmon run is
Boat forw
uniquely adapted to the river
environment in which the smolts are
hatched—i.e., there is no single
management approach that ﬁts all
salmon runs. This appendix is well
worth your attention.
We all know that salmon were formerly
much more abundant. We’ve been
witnesses to the more recent declines.
But it goes back much, much further.
According to Kurlansky, decline began
with the full scale industrialization of
Europe. Now, over 200 years later, it’s
important to grasp the full scale of the
problems salmon face. For example, as
he documents, even the removal of
dams, as being urged for the Snake
River, may result in only modest
increases in salmon runs. In most cases
that’s not all that it takes. What we
literally face is trying to recreate the
watershed and ocean environments that
existed 200 or more years ago. That
entails restoring not just the rivers but
also their entire ﬂoodplains and the
ocean conditions that formerly existed.
Even if we’re able to muster the political
consensus to pursue an ecological
approach more comprehensively, is it

still possible to turn things around?
That should concern us, says
Kurlansky.
Amazon Link
_________________________
_________________________
Stay tuned….This isn’t the only book the
author has written about ﬁsh. That list
now includes a book about ﬂy ﬁshing
(The Unreasonable Virtue of Fly
Fishing, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2021),
which you may want to seek out, (or
you could wait for the review to appear
in a future issue of this newsletter).

A storm drain placard in place.
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Amazon link

Olympic Fly Fishers Information
Ofﬁcers - 2021
President: Ed Kellison
Secretary: Katherine Gold
Communications: Greg Sisson

Vice President: Jim Black
Treasurer: Jim Traner
Trustee: Randal White
Chairpersons - 2021

Outings: Greg Sisson
Membership: Bob Chaffee
Conservation: Randal White
Catering and Events:

Education: John Wendt

The Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds
Meet on the second Tuesday of the month.
Our meeting are on-line or telephone through
ZOOM. Contact VP Jim Black for ZOOM assistance
Jimblgm52@gmail.com

Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center
22000 Lakeview Drive, Mountlake Terrace, WA
See Olympic Fly Fishers Calendar for program information
Photo Lone Lake, Whidbey Island

This edition of TIGHTLINES was edited by Dave
McCutchen and Greg Sisson
Thanks to all our contributors!
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Olympic Fly Fishers Gear
Be stylin’ with your Olympic Fly Fishers Hat and Sticker!
Contact Greg Sisson sisson465@gmail.com to get yours.

Member Pricing
Hats - $20
4”x6” Stickers - Free

Stickers also available at Avid Angler and Paciﬁc Fly Fishers
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