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President’s Report
Randal White, President

My goodness, we are almost halfway through 2019;
where is the time going? My apologies for the delay in
getting this issue of the newsletter out. Life has been
very hectic here in the “Western” White House. I hope
that you all are enjoying the summer, and are catching
lots of big fish!
First of all, let me remind everyone that we do not
have our regular meetings the months of June and
July. In August, our meeting will be the club picnic.
I’m very happy to report that our club is doing great!
We have made significant progress over the past year.
We have gained a ton of new members. Along with
that, our meeting attendance is growing rapidly.
Your club’s board of directors has worked hard to
reduce the cost of meals, and improved the quality of
the food. For the remaining 2019 meetings, meals will
only be $20. We’ll make sure the menu is worthy of
your money, and we’ll include one free raffle ticket.
Complimentary beer, wine and soft drinks will still be
available. So, your $20 is going a long ways, and
remember, we’re covering the room rental too.
We have been meeting at the new location at the
Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center for the
past several months. The facility is much improved
over our old location, and their director is a wonderful
person to work with. We have much more room,

better parking, and a great patio to use. They are
looking forward to getting a new kitchen, and may be
able to start providing in-house catering.

Our Vice President, Ed Kellison, is providing some
outstanding speakers this year. Many members have
approached me and complimented on the quality of
the presentations.
Our new Outings Chair, Greg Sisson, is doing an
amazing job! Through his hard work, we have added
many more outings to the calendar, and have had
much better attendance at them. At the Lake Leland
outing, I counted over 20 boats. The same for the
Hannan Lake outing. Greg’s continually putting out
emails to keep us informed. The club has a new
emphasis this year for our outings. We are striving
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to build camaraderie among members, by providing
lunches at the outings, along with gear talks during
lunch, and increased get-togethers at local
establishments and homes (thanks, Denny!). When
you see Greg, please give him a well-deserved “attaboy” for all his hard work.

We are continuing in our mission of promoting
education and conservation. With our increased
attention on helping more local area efforts, I feel
that we are really making a difference. No more
simply writing a check to an organization, we are
trying to fund projects that affect us locally. More
on that in the newsletter below.
As I’m writing this, there are sixteen club members
participating in our first outing to a new lake in
British Columbia, Hatheume Lake. I’m hoping to
get the report and some photos for this issue.
We also have a lot coming up for the rest of the
year! In addition to numerous outings to look
forward to, we have a young man working on
updating our website. As some of you may not be
aware, our website was attacked by hackers, who
filled it with ads for “male enhancement pills” (if
you get my drift). The new, improved website
should be ready for a roll-out in the next couple of
weeks.
We will also be combining our annual club picnic
with a “gear fest”/tag sale this August. More
information on that can be found in the newsletter.
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replaced. Barry told me that he has done the raffle
for eight years, and is ready for a change. Barry, you
can never be “replaced”, your service to the club has
been commendable. Personally, I think the world of
you, Barry, and look forward to many more years of
fishing together! Please, when you see Barry, tell
him thanks for his service.
Finally, I would like to issue a “call to arms”. The
same members are still shouldering the majority of
the load in managing the club. With all of the new
members, it would be great if some would come
forward to help. There is SO much to do. We really
need volunteers for the different committees!
Including: meetings and events, outings,
conservation, education, communications, raffles
and membership. It’s time to really start ramping
up for our annual Christmas party. We desperately
need volunteers, and their fresh ideas, to make that
a success. You don’t have to be an expert in
anything to volunteer. God knows that I’m living
proof of that! The current board members will be
more than happy to help guide you and mentor
you. I was lucky, John Wendt practically held my
hand for my entire first year of being President. And
the same goes for some of you old, grizzled
members! Don’t let your years of experience go to
waste, come forward and give us the benefit of your
experience! The club is really moving forward, and
we need all the help we can get to keep it going!
Hope to see you all out on the water soon!

There is some rather sad news to report. Barry
Hutton, our Raffle Chairman, has asked that he be

—Randal White,
President

The Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds
meet on the second Tuesday of the month.
The Club holds monthly dinner meetings (except for July and August), Social hour is at 6 pm.
Fishing reports and presentation follow at 7 pm. Dinners are $20 and raffle tickets are $5.

Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center
22000 Lakeview Drive, Mountlake Terrace, WA
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Meeting Schedule
Ed Kellison, Vice President

All Meetings will be held at the
Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center
July 23

6 pm

Board Meeting

August 3

3 to 9 pm

Club Picnic / Gear Fest

August 27

6 pm

Board Meeting

September 10

6 to 9 pm

Club Meeting

MEMBERSHIP — Bob Chaffee

September 24

6 pm

Board Meeting

CONSERVATION — Bill MacDonald

October 8

6 to 9 pm

Club Meeting

October 22

6 pm

Board Meeting

November 12

6 to 9 pm

Club Meeting

November 26

6 pm

Board Meeting

TREASURER — Jim Traner
SECRETARY — Kathryn Gold

2019 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
OUTINGS — Greg Sisson

EDUCATION — John Wendt
COMMUNICATIONS — Greg Sisson
TIGHTLINES NEWSLETTER — Randal White
BREW-MEISTER — Mike Rizzotti
GHILLIE — Bud Moore

Club Picnic and “Gear Fest”
You're invited to the Olympic Fly Fishers of
Edmonds Summer BBQ and Gear-Fest.
Join your colleagues on Saturday, August 3 for a fun
afternoon of food, learning sessions and a gear
sale. This year our summer picnic will be right here
in town, at our regular meeting location, the
Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center.

So mark your calendars.
See flyer on next page for details.
Learn More About Boats: This year's summer event
will be a chance to learn about the pluses and
minuses of different style boats from the folks who
own them. Boats will be on display.

Learn About Fly Lines: We'll explore the confusing
topic of fly lines, and explain the differences and the
best lines for different styles of fishing.
Casting Contest: Think you can put a fly in a 3'
circle at 60'? Come give it a try.
Sell or Buy Used Gear: Interested in buying or
selling used fly fishing gear? This year we'll feature a
fly fishing "garage sale". A great opportunity to pick
up a gently used gear at a great price and raise
money for the club. All or part of the sale of gear
may be donated to the club at the seller's discretion.
BBQ: Burgers, Beer, Brats and all the rest grilled up
right by Chef Bandy.
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Outings Reports

Pass Lake Freeze-out Outing, (January 30, 2019)
OK, I think I know what you're thinking. Pass Lake in winter,
good luck with that. But yesterday was a lucky day at the
Pass.The sun was out, the eagles were flying, the traffic was
loud and the fishing was pretty darn good. I believe there were
eleven of us that were out on the water by about 10 am. After a
couple of hours of fishing we came in for a lunch of hot beef
stew. Comparing notes, we learned that the yellow booby fly
was producing. Barry and Greg were both using one and they
had landed 8 or 9 solid rainbows between them. After lunch the
group went back out armed with a variety of boobies and more
fish were caught. The booby wasn't the only fly to catch fish
but it was the most consistent.
THE BOOBY FLY

"When I first saw the booby fly I thought it was a joke",
commented John Bisset. "Now I'm a believer". This strange
looking creation resembles a leech pattern when it's wet. Tied
on a standard size 10 wet fly hook it's just two pieces of
marabou with a dubbed body and foam eyes. It's not hard to
tie although tying in the foam eyes can be a little tricky. You
can buy the foam eyes ready-made or you can make your own
using 1/4" foam cylinders. It's fished on a type 6 fast sinking
line and a short tippet of about 7'. The key to fishing this fly is
letting out plenty of line and a slow retrieve. Personally I let
out all of my sinking line until there there is only 10 ft. left on
the reel. I kick really slow for about 30 seconds, then stop for
thirty seconds, then repeat. Most of the hits will come during
the pause. (Greg Sisson)
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Lake Leland Outing, (March 23)
March 23rd marked the debut of the “Quest For The
Golden Trout” contest. Our club teamed up with the
Olympic Peninsula Fly Fishers of Port Angeles for an
outing at Lake Leland, near Quilcene, WA.
The day started out with beautiful, sunny weather.
We started at about 9, with introductions. Both clubs
brought doughnuts and coffee for everyone. The
OPFFC displayed the coveted “Golden Trout”
trophy, to be awarded to the person who catches the
biggest fish.
There was an amazing turnout! Between our two
clubs, I counted 20 boats! Then it was off to the
races! Not really the races, it’s difficult to get
pontoon boats to plane. But we did witness a guy
with a big old bass boat, complete with a massive
motor, launch. That much boat and motor on a lake
with a 5 mph speed limit!
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The water was cold! Around 43 degrees. But the sun
was warm, and it was a very pleasant day to fish. I
believe most everyone caught fish. Nice, fat
rainbows and cutthroats.
Around noon, we all met at the launch for a
wonderful lunch, provided by the OPFFC. Lots of
good conversations and camaraderie. They have a
great group of people in that club. Many thanks to
their club president, Don Wilcox, for all his work in
pulling off this outing. I had a very nice talk with
him, and am looking forward to arranging another
joint outing with their club.
At the end of the day, I have to report that the
trophy will stay with the OPFFC, at least for this
year. One of their members, Mary, caught the
biggest fish, a beautiful cutthroat. Congratulations to
her, and to the OPFFC! We’re coming for a rematch,
that trophy needs to be in our club! (Randal White)
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Lenice Lake Outing, (March 28-31)
Lenice Lake trip was a blast. Only a few of us went,
and we were treated to perfect weather and good
fishing. Myself, Denny Stolzenburg and John Bisset
arrived early Thursday afternoon towing our travel
trailers. We got the trailers set up in the parking lot
and rolled our boats down to the lake. Then we
drove into Desert Aire to the Tumbleweed Cafe and
Tavern to watch Gonzaga and Oregon play
basketball. We ate, cheered, played pool then
headed back to camp. The next three days we were
on the water by 9:30. We started off fishing damsel
nymphs and leech patterns which worked well for
the first couple of hours then it got quiet. It picked
up again around 1:00 when the midges started
hatching. We all had success fishing chironomids in
size 18 black, red and chrome. Except Saturday,
which was the slowest fishing day. Sunday
morning, I decided to try something
different. Instead of the leech pattern I tied on an all
deer hair body dragon fly nymph. It's called a
Gomphus. I picked these up in Canada a couple
years back and always wanted to give them a try. It
worked amazing. The fish just pounded it.
The fish were all very healthy and ranged from 14 17 inches with an occasional 19-20. They were clearly
eating well. One of the fishers that was camped near
up showed us a vial with the stomach contents of a
fish he caught. We were amazed to see these huge
leeches. The one fish had three of these 3" long
leeches as big around as a pencil in its
gut. Personally, I had no idea that fresh water
leeches got that size. (Greg Sisson)
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Twin Lakes Outing (April 12-15)
Greg here with a report on the Twin Lakes
adventure. And an adventure it was. Let's start with
just getting there. Holy cow! The last 60 miles starts
at the Colville Agency on Hwy 155. From there you
head east up over what seemed like a never ending
pass that must have a hundred 25 mph hairpin
turns. Oh, and the road is basically covered in sand
with two asphalt tracks running through it. The
locals seem to like to power slide through the turns
at about 60 kicking up a cloud of dust. Now most of
us stayed the night in Omak so we drove that beauty
during the day. However Mike Cross, who from
this point forward will be called Long Haul Mike,
rolled into the Rainbow Beach campground around
10:00 pm looking like he'd seen the Great Spirit. We
helped him unhook his trailer as he was so tired he
barely knew where he was. HA! LOL Mike! You
weren't alone. Given the amount of whiskey that
was consumed in the Sisson cabin that night we
didn't know where we were either. Other crazy
fishers included Dave Martin and his brother in law
Duane, Mike Truax, Bill MacDonald, Les Jones, Steve
Johnson, John Goodman, John Sisson , myself and my
brother in law Todd and good friend Marcial.
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Friday my bother and I hit the south end of Omak
Lake on the way to Twin. The weather was perfect
and we did pretty good. I've included a picture of
brother John with a nice Lahonton Cutthroat.
Saturday morning at Twin we were greeted with
rain. Fortunately in the morning it was fairly light
and the wind wasn't too bad. But as the day went on
it got wetter and windier. Everyone still managed to
catch fish. And some of them were quite large.
Marcial netted a 24 inch 5lb bruiser and we all caught
fish in the 18 to 20" range. Marcial was quoted as
saying "that's the biggest fish I've ever caught in a
lake". Those of us in cabin 19 heard that many times
over the next two days.

Even the seemfish! At the evening campfire the night
before David was quoted as saying, "I can only hope
these fish are suicidal." How's that for confidence! He,
Duane, and the seemingly ever-luckless David Martin
peddled their Native kayaks around the lake about 50
times, setting a new one day distance record. They could
be seen a mile away with their little orange flag antennas
waving in the breeze.
Sunday morning at Twin we were greeted with clear sky
and WIND! My first attempt at fishing was a one hour
whooping. Later in the day we figured out you could
drive to the quite end of the lake. Not being the
brightest bulbs it took us all day to figure that out. But
we were rewarded for our slow thinking. Brother John
and I caught almost 20 fish between us in about 2 hours,
stripping dark olive woolly buggers. Strangely we
hardly had a hit just trolling them. But when stripped it
was a different story.
A good time was had by all. Steve Johnson and John
Goodman had the BEST cabin and wine. Remember to
get the Deluxe Cabin, I believe it's number 16. But don't
get Bill and Mike's cabin. They ran out of propane and
had no heat or cook top. Sorry boys! Good thing Les
was next door.
Monday morning,
the day we were all
leaving, it was sunny
and perfect. That's
fishing! (Greg Sisson)
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Hannan Lake Outing (April 29)
Hannan Lake, Camp Hamilton is a Catholic
Youth Organization summer camp owned
and operated by the Catholic Archdiocese
of Seattle. It is located in rural Snohomish
County, near Monroe.
Our club rented the entire facility for a day
outing. Unbelievable! The lake is located in
the middle of several hundred acres of
forest. It had a beautiful lodge, an easily
accessible beach to launch from, and, best of
all, NO OTHER PEOPLE! And the lake
itself was beautiful.
We had beautiful sunny skies for our
outing. The temperature was perfect.
We had an excellent turnout of club
members. And I believe that everyone
caught fish. Some said a white woolie
bugger worked best. Others claimed a red
Denny Rickards fly was the ticket. I caught
fish on both green damsels and the
infamous “blob”.
This was my first attempt at using the blob
fly. Man, do they ever pound that fly! It was
a good thing that I was holding on tight to
my rod when they hit, otherwise Lake
Hannan would have claimed my gear!

This was also going to be the debut of my new waterproof camera. I
bought it specifically to photograph the club outings, and not worry
about ruining my phone. I practiced with it for several days, and was
really looking forward to taking photos out on the lake. But,
Murphy’s law interceded once again. I was going to take a photo of
my first fish, and yep, the battery was dead! Uggghhh!
One of the best parts of the day occurred at lunchtime. Everyone
gathered together on the lodge deck for lunch and fish stories.
Dennis Stolzenburg brought massive quantities of home-made chili. I
baked 4 dozen corn-bread muffins and 5 dozen chocolate chip
cookies. And there was nothing left but crumbs after lunch! Our
group can sure eat! Thank you, Denny for your delicious chili!

I really enjoy this practice of everyone getting together to break bread
and chat during an outing. I hope that we can continue the practice in
future outings. (Randal White)
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Winthrop/Twisp Outing, (May 10-12)
The club outing to the Winthrop/Twisp area was
held on May 10-12. Twelve members made it over
the pass. The weather was fantastic and the fishing
excellent.
After a great day of fishing at Davis Lake, Friday
night everyone met at Dennis Stolzenburg’s “cabin”
in Winthrop for snacks drinks, and discussion with
guide Leaf Seaburg of Methow Fishing Adventures.
Leaf was a terrific guest answering many, many
questions about fishing lakes and rivers throughout
the Methow valley. Nobody knows more about
fishing in this area than Leaf. His relaxed style and
sense of humor made him a pleasure to be around.
Saturday we split up and fished different lakes
including Campbell, Buzzard and Buck lakes.
Campbell gave up a big fish to Rolf Mogster.
Buzzard, which was reportedly winter killed was
excellent for 17 -19 trout. And dry flies were taking
fish at Buck lake late in the day. After all that our
tired crew assembled for dinner at Carlos 1800
where pictures and lies were shared over enchiladas
and margaritas. As you can see from the photos, the
fishing was spectacular! So many HUGE fish!
Special thanks to Denny for his hospitality. What a
treat to hang out at your beautiful home on the river.
And to Leaf Seaburg,for his invaluable knowledge
and patience with our questions. If you want to fish
the Methow valley Leaf is your guide! His number is
509-429-7298. (Greg Sisson)
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Hatheume Lake
Outing, (June 9 – 13)
Eighteen fishers arrived at
Hatheume Lake Resort on Sunday
afternoon June 9 after a 28
kilometer drive down a dusty
gravel logging road. Everyone
made it without getting lost, even
Denny Stolzenburg and partner
John Bisset who can get lost in a
Safeway parking lot. Our hosts
Diane and Mario who run the
resort got everyone settled into
their cabins. The accommodations
were very comfortable and the
absence of mice in the abodes
was a welcome relief.

The next morning we were all out in the lake some in
personal crafts and some in rental boats provided by
the resort. The resort boats were new and well
equipped with electric trolling motors, fresh battery
and a nice two anchor system. Having asked around
we all pretty much knew it was largely going to be a
chironomid game. But we tried the usual stuff like
leeches and buggers anyway, which just didn’t
produce. Well, except for Barry, who as we all know
is in constant motion. But I’ll come back to Barry in a
minute. So we rigged up our chironomid set-ups and
got to it. That was the start of us really learning
something about this style of fishing. Watching a
local named Larry hook fish after fish as we our
bobbers just floated around, we knew we weren’t
doing something right. After we suffered for a
sufficient period Larry began to offer up the secrets
of fishing chironomids the Canadian way. And
believe me these fishers know how to fish them!
Larry gave us tips on the size and color of the bugs
then helped us learn how to present them. They had
to be put within a foot of the bottom, if not you
weren’t going to catch anything. We were fishing in
15 -17 feet of water most of the time with a breeze.
Getting something that deep within a foot of the
bottom is not easy. It requires additional weight in
the form of a barrel swivel and even a bit of split
shot. By the end of the second day were starting to
get the hang of it.
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The takes were unmistakable. These Pennask strain
rainbows hit like freight trains. There is no dink,
dink, dink. You’re bobber just vanishes and then
the fish comes flying out of the water. I mean
flying. Time after time I saw fish go 5 feet straight
up. Most were in the 17- 19 inch range and heavy.
A few fishers hauled in fish over 20”.
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It requires additional weight in the form of a barrel
swivel and even a bit of split shot. By the end of the
second day were starting to get the hang of it. The
takes were unmistakable. These Pennask strain
rainbows hit like freight trains. There is no dink,
dink, dink. You’re bobber just vanishes and then the
fish comes flying out of the water. I mean flying.
Time after time I saw fish go 5 feet straight up. Most
were in the 17- 19 inch range and heavy. A few
fishers hauled in fish over 20”.

Yes, the Loons were there. Big, fearless, and
beautiful things. Dave Martin and I watched as one
came from under our boat and nailed a fish I just
released. He almost took it right out of my hand. I
when I pulled my hand out of the water I checked to
see if I still had all my fingers.
After a long day of fishing we went back to our
cabins for dinner then reassembled around the fire
pit in front of the community lodge. With a nice fire
going It was a great time to catch up with everyone
on how they were doing and share tips. The ever-inmotion Barry caught fish on all kinds of different
flies including scuds, buggers and some weird
rubber nymph thing. I think it was actually a big
caddis nymph.
Hatheume Lake and the Resort was a terrific
experience. Great camaraderie, good fishing and
very nice accommodations. (Greg Sisson)
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Students Saving Salmon
As you are probably aware, our club has been
sponsoring and contributing to a local high school
conservation group. Students Saving Salmon is a
club at the Edmonds Woodway High School of
approximately 40 students. It was founded with the
intention of helping to restore salmon runs in
streams throughout Edmonds.
The club presented at our May meeting. They sent
six of their members, along with their advisor, Joe
Scordino, to talk about their on-going projects. The
presentation was a huge success. I have never had
so many members approach me after the meeting to
rave about what a great presentation it was!
The club conducts water quality monitoring, works
at the Willow Creek Hatchery, participates in
various community outreach projects, and more. In
the past, the club has been involved in habitat
restoration projects such as planting over 400 plants
along Shell Creek in 2017. They have also been
placing “hatch boxes” in local streams, with the
intent of improving the numbers of salmon
returning to the streams for spawning.
EWHS students are participating in the “Edmonds
Stream Team” citizen science program to collect
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scientific information on water quality in Edmonds
streams and the Marsh. There are several creeks in
Edmonds that have salmon, but unfortunately there
is little data on water quality nor data on how
stormwater and other runoff may be affecting
Edmonds streams. Since much of the stormwater in
Edmonds drains into streams, there are concerns
about its biological effects. Scientific studies have
shown that stormwater can be lethal to salmon.
Thus, this project was implemented to assess water
quality and determine if/how stormwater might
affect it. EWHS students have been collecting water
quality measurements from several streams that
flow through or near the downtown area of
Edmonds. Specifically, Willow Creek, Shell Creek,
Shellabarger Creek, and the Edmonds Marsh are
being monitored monthly for water parameters that
are important for aquatic organism survival (e.g.,
temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen). Water samples
are collected quarterly for analysis by an accredited
water analysis laboratory that tests for metals,
petroleum products and other pollutants. Water
samples are also examined for fecal coliform
bacteria. EWHS students will present monitoring
results to the Edmonds City Council, City
Government, local newspapers, and the community.
If the analyses indicate water quality issues,
students will work with the community to develop
recommendations.
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Student Saving Salmon students have been
going door-to-door to residences bordering
Shell Creek, downstream of 7th and Glen Ave
where chum salmon are known to be
spawning each year. Students survey each
resident about their salmon observations to
obtain local knowledge on the salmon
populations and the conditions that may
affect distribution and spawning. Students
are also talking to residents about their
willingness to participate in restoration
projects to improve streamside vegetation
and remove obstacles to fish passage.
The club was at the Watershed Fun Fair in
early May, helping inform people about
salmon in Edmonds and their needs for
clean, healthy waters. Students also released
juvenile coho salmon from the Willow Creek
Salmon hatchery into Shell and Willow
Creeks in May.
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The Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds presented a check
to the Edmonds-Woodway High School group “Students
Saving Salmon”. The funds are to help the group with
their Shell Creek Habitat Restoration project. In late
March, the club’s salmon habitat restoration project
along Shell Creek on Edmonds’ Holy Rosary Church was
a great success both in making the habitat better for
salmon as well as bringing people together with the
common goal of restoring and improving our natural
environment, club advisor Joe Scordino said.
The 40-plus volunteers planted over 150 native plants.
Twelve different species of native plants were selected for
stabilizing streambanks and preventing erosion,
providing shade to keep stream cool, providing habitat
for insects that are eaten by juvenile salmon, and/or
attracting and supporting a variety of wildlife species.
Many of the new plants had wire cages put around them
to prevent mountain beaver foraging on the young plants
so they can grow to full size in coming years.
(Randal White)
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MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
At our May meeting, the Club was honored to
present our “Man Of The Year” award to long-time
member Jim Traner.
Jim has been a club member for approximately 15
years. For the last 10 years, he has served as the Club
Treasurer.
You might not be aware of the importance of Jim to
our club. The treasurer has to keep track of all the
club’s funds, the expenses, prepare monthly
financial statements for the board to examine, and
file all the necessary documents with the
government regarding the club and the Foundation.
In short, Jim keeps us all out of the funny papers!
Besides serving as our Treasurer, Jim is an
outstanding citizen of Edmonds. A proud Vietnam
Veteran, he also acts as Treasurer to the VFW in
Edmonds.
The club contracted with a company to produce a
presentation style fly box for Jim (special thanks to
Ed Kellison for all the work he did arranging the
box). On the front of the box is the club logo, and on
the back is a map of the Naches River, with a
notation of where Jim’s cabin is on the river. Inside
the box were a collection of steelhead flies (donated
by Randal White). As Jim is an avid spey caster, we
hope that he can put the flies to good use!
Congratulations to Jim on this well deserved award!
(Randal White)
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Lone Lake Management Plan
As you know, our club has been working with other groups in the
restoration/management of Lone Lake. I received the following information from
the District Manager of the Whidbey Island Conservation Group. (Greg Sisson)

Thanks for reaching out about Lone Lake. I’ll start by saying, yes, the project is on schedule
and moving forward as planned. We’ve signed an agreement with Island County Public
Health to conduct water quality monitoring of the 2 main surface water inlets and single
outlet of the lake. They started collecting data in March and will continue through next
February. Mark Sytsma, former professor of lake studies at Portland State University and
current resident on Lone Lake, is voluntarily collecting in-lake water quality data to
coincide with the county’s inlet/outlet monitoring. Mark is also sampling the lake for toxic
algae on a routine schedule from now through the summer. You can check the status of the
lake’s algae blooms at the WA State Toxic Algae
website: https://www.nwtoxicalgae.org/ . We’ve also entered into contracts with Western
Washington University and Herrera Environmental Consultants to perform specific tasks to
inform and develop the algae management plan, which is due to be completed by June 2020.
I apologize that we haven’t kept up with our planned updates on the project webpage. We’ve
had 3 employees retire since December, which is 50% of our staff, so I’ve only been able to
focus on the highest priority tasks until staff capacity is restored. In this time, I’ve mostly
been focused on coordinating the work and executing contracts and agreements, as
described above, since those tasks are critical to the success and completion of the
project. However, I’d like to report that we have new staff on-board and working to update
the webpage in the next month or so. I’ve added you to the project email list to ensure you
are informed when updates are available.
At one point we considered recruiting volunteers for this project but it has turned out that
most of our work is administrative and the rest is being covered by Mark, the county, WWU,
and Herrera. We will certainly reach out if any volunteer opportunities come up. Thanks
for asking.
I appreciate the idea of speaking with your club but, unfortunately, it’s not in the grant
budget. Funding is primarily dedicated to water quality analysis and consultant fees for
their work developing the algae management plan. Once the plan is in draft form, we will
hold a couple of public meetings to share that information and your club members will be
invited/ welcome to attend. Those meetings are tentatively scheduled for May & June of
2020.
Again, thanks for contacting me and let me know if you have other
questions/concerns. Have a great day fishing with your daughter!
Best regards,

Matt Zupich
District Manager
Whidbey Island Conservation District
P.O. Box 490 | 1 NE 4th Street, Coupeville, WA 98239
360-678-4708 | (888) 678-4922 | Fax (360) 678-2271
matt@whidbeycd.org
www.whidbeycd.org
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CALL TO ACTION!
Finally, and once again, I would like to issue a plea to all of our club members. We
HAVE to get more members involved in the day-to-day running of the club!

There are so many ways that you can help! You could volunteer to help out at the
meetings. To help set up an outing. To contribute food to the next outing. To contribute
some extra gear to the raffle. To help with the Christmas party. To get on a committee
and help the board.
One thing that everyone could do is to send me your fishing photos and a short writeup about the trip. The article could then go here in future Tightlines.
It does not have to be Pulitzer Prize winning prose, just a short note on
where/when/with who you fished, what you used, what you caught, and any funny
stories about the trip.
This newsletter could be so much better if it wasn’t the same three people writing the
whole thing! I have been writing the Tightlines for the past three years, with very little
help or input from anyone. While I truly enjoy doing so, it is a tremendous amount of
work. And to be completely honest, I am about burned out on it.
Any help at all would be greatly appreciated!

