
Talking about poetry (Advanced)
Name: Date:

Analyzing poetry

Analyzing poetry involves closely examining the elements and techniques used in a 
poem to understand its deeper meaning and messages.
 The zrst step in analyfing poetry is reading the poem multiple times to Pully grasp its 
content and structure.
 'ay attention to the poem,s Pormb including its rhyme scheme, meter, and stanza 
structureb as these can contriIute to its overall meaning.
 LdentiPy the poem,s theme or central idea Iy analyfing the imageryb symIolsb and 
language used.
 koow Por literary devices such as metaphorb simileb personizcationb and alliterationb 
Chich can enhance the poem,s meaning and create a unique eAect.
 Fonsider the poet,s tone and styleb as they can provide insights into the poet,s intentions 
and emotions.
 Mnalyfing the poem,s use oP sound devicesb such as rhythm, repetition, and ono-
matopoeiab can reveal hoC the poem creates a specizc atmosphere or mood.
 Fonnect the poem to its historical and cultural contextb as understanding the time 
period and societal inEuences can shed light on the poem,s meaning.
 Hinallyb Porm your oCn interpretation oP the poem Iased on your analysisb weeping in 
mind that poetry can have multiple interpretations and Ie open to diAerent perspectives.

Find words that are connected to analyzing poetry
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Answer the questions 

Vhat term descriIes a comparison using ,liwe, or ,as,J

Bimile



Vhat is it called Chen a Cord mimics a soundJ

Vhat do you call the time and place Chere a poem occursJ

Vhich term rePers to the poet,s attitude toCard the suI1ectJ

Vhat is the pattern called that repeats throughout a poemJ

Vhat term is used Por the central message or insight in a poemJ

Vhat do you call the main character or speawer in a poemJ

Vhat is the term Por a recurring image or idea in a poemJ

Identify the type of poetry 

'oems that don,t rhyme Iut have a specizc rhythm or meter.

?lanw 7erse

'oems that tell a storyb oPten aIout heroic deeds or events.

Bhort and oPten Punny poems Cith a specizc rhyme schemeb usually MM??M.

5apanese poems that have -" syllaIlesb arranged in three lines oP ()")(.

'oems that express personal thoughts and Peelingsb oPten in a musical Cay.

Complete this background text about your poem 

3Mmanda Worman,s3 poem 3Ln This 'lace 2Mn Mmerican kyric03 Cas zrst presented on BeptemIer -_b 

UD-"b at the kiIrary oP Fongress during a special reading. Wormanb Cho Iecame the zrst National Gouth 

'oet EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE oP the Fnited Btatesb Crote this piece to capture the essence oP the Mmerican 



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE and the nation,s continuous 1ourney toCards social and political EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE. 

The poem reEects the cultural and EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE challenges and triumphs that dezne the Fnited 

Btatesb emphasifing themes oP resilienceb EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEb and the importance oP a collective voice 

in shaping the Puture. Worman,s Corw is wnoCn Por its poCerPul EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE and its call to actionb 

encouraging readers and listeners to engage actively in the pursuit oP 1ustice and equality.

kaureateb experienceb unityb historicalb progressb imagery

Identify meter, rhyme, imagery, theme, and stylistic devices in Amanda Gorman's poem.


