Voices of Social Movements

Name: Date:

Definition of Social Movements

Social movements are organized efforts by a large group of people to achieve a common goal,
typically related to social or political change.

Example: The Black Lives Matter movement is a social movement that aims to combat racism and
police brutality against black individuals.

Report: The Black Lives Matter Movement

Introduction

The Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement is a decentralized political and social movement aimed at
highlighting and combating racism, discrimination, and racial inequality experienced by black people,
particularly focusing on police brutality and racially motivated violence. The movement began in 2013
and has since gained international attention, growing significantly in 2020 following the murder of
George Floyd.

Historical Context

Political Situation

The movement was catalyzed by multiple high-profile cases of police brutality and racially motivated
violence against black individuals, including the killings of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Eric Garner,
and Rekia Boyd. The acquittal of George Zimmerman, who killed Trayvon Martin, led to the creation of
the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter by activists Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi.

Social Situation

BLM emerged in a context of longstanding racial tensions and systemic racism in the United States. The
deaths of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and Eric Garner in New York City in 2014 led to significant
protests and unrest, drawing national and international attention to issues of police misconduct and
racial injustice.

Economic Situation

Economic disparities also play a significant role in the movement, with black communities often facing
higher rates of poverty, unemployment, and lack of access to quality education and healthcare. These
economic inequalities contribute to the systemic challenges black individuals face, further fueling the
urgency of the BLM movement.

Movement Structure and Impact

Decentralization



BLM is a decentralized movement with no formal hierarchy, emphasizing grassroots organizing. This
structure has allowed for local chapters to operate autonomously while adhering to shared principles
and goals. As of 2021, there are about 40 chapters in the United States and Canada.

Key Events and Protests

The movement has been involved in numerous protests and demonstrations, particularly following
high-profile incidents of police violence. The 2020 global protests following George Floyd's murder
marked one of the largest protest movements in U.S. history, with an estimated 15 to 26 million
participants.

Broader Impact

BLM has influenced popular culture and politics, advocating for policy changes related to black liberation
and criminal justice reform. It has also supported other social justice causes, including LGBTQ rights,
feminism, and economic justice.

Conclusion

The Black Lives Matter movement has brought significant attention to issues of racial inequality and
police brutality. Despite facing opposition and criticism, the movement has maintained strong support
among black communities and has had a profound impact on both national and international discus-
sions on race and justice.
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Voices of reform

Alicia Garza

Patrisse Cullors

Role: Co-founder of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and advocate for social and racial justice.
Activities:

- Advocate for marginalized communities, including
Black women, LGBTQ+ people, and immigrants.

- Write extensively on issues related to race, gender,
and social justice.

- Engage in community organizing efforts and initia-
tives aimed at creating systemic change.

- Lead the Black Futures Lab to build political power
for Black communities.

Alicia Garza is a passionate advocate for social and racial justice, using her
voice and platform to challenge inequality and promote systemic change.

Role: Co-founder of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and advocate for prison abolition and LGBTQ
rights.

Activities:

- Advocate for prison abolition and LGBTQ rights.

- Create the #BlackLivesMatter hashtag and pro-
mote African-American rights.

-Teach at Otis College of Art and Design and Prescott
College.

- Develop original programming focused on amplify-
ing Black Lives Matter and Black perspectives.

Patrisse Cullors is a dedicated activist and artist, committed to fighting for
prison abolition, LGBTQ rights, and amplifying Black voices in social justice
movements.
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Be the voice

Prepare a short monologue or speech that captures the motivations, challenges, and vision of
Alicia Garza, co-founder of the Black Lives Matter movement.
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After the movement
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Evaluate how the pre-movement situation regarding police brutality and systemic racism in the
United States compares to the current situation, particularly in the context of the Black Lives
Matter movement's influence.

Debate the effectiveness of the Black Lives Matter movement in changing public perception and
policy regarding racial inequality and justice from its inception to the present day.



