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Introduction

In this worksheet you will learn what the Male Gaze is and how it incuen.es our so.ietyH

  Have you ever heard of the Male Gaze? Think about what this term could mean and 
write down your thoughts. 
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The Male Gaze: How the media shows the world from a male per-
spective
vafe you efer noti.ed that women are opten ,ortrayed fery digerently to men in ?lmsT series or 
adfertisin-b Lhis is opten due to the so1.alled male -azeH Lhis term was .oined 9y ?lm s.holar 7aura 
Mulfey in 5jxBH It des.ri9es how women in fisual media are opten not shown as inde,endent .hara.ters 
with their own ,lotT 9ut rather as ,retty o9qe.ts 1 in other wordsT as somethin- to 9e looked atH
Lhis is 9e.ause many ?lms and works op art are told prom a male1dominated ,oint op fiewH Men are 
usually shown as a.tife heroes who a.t and make de.isionsT while women tend to take on a ,assife 
role and are opten sta-ed throu-h their 9odiesH Lhis .an 9e seenT por eCam,leT in .amera an-les that 
em,hasize .ertain ,arts op the 9ody or ,ortray women in su.h a way that they a,,ear more de.oratife 
than drifin- the a.tionH
Lhis ,attern is not new 1 it has eCisted in art and .ulture por .enturiesH It has sha,ed our fisual 9ehafiorT 
opten without us .ons.iously noti.in- itH 2ut ip we look at it and 0uestion itT we .an dis.ofer newT more 
diferse ways op tellin- storiesH Lhe more ,eo,le 9e.ome aware op how women and men are ,ortrayed 
digerentlyT the sooner thin-s .an .han-e 1 towards stories in whi.h eferyone .an a.t on an e0ual pootin-H

  Explain in your own words what the Male Gaze is.
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The Male Gaze in Comic Strips
Lhe Male GazeT a term .oined 9y ?lm .riti. 7aura MulfeyT des.ri9es the way fisual arts de,i.t the world 
and women prom a mas.ulineT heteroseCual ,ers,e.tifeH In the realm op .omi. stri,sT this .on.e,t has 
dee, roots and a si-ni?.ant im,a.t on the ,ortrayal op pemale .hara.tersH
Fomi. stri,s emer-ed in the early EAth .entury as a ,o,ular porm op entertainmentH 'rom the 9e-innin-T 
the de,i.tion op women in these .omi.s was incuen.ed 9y the ,redominantly male .reators and audi1
en.eH "arly eCam,les like 3l Fa,,4s S7i4l 39nerTS whi.h ran prom 5jYO to 5jxxT show.ased eCa--erated 
pemale pormsT opten in ,rofo.atife ,osesH Daisy MaeT a ,rimary .hara.ter in S7i4l 39nerTS e,itomized 
the o9qe.ti?.ation ,refalent in these .omi.sH Whe was de,i.ted with an eCa--erated hour-lass ?-ureT 
s.antily .ladT and her .hara.ter4s main ,ursuit was to marry the titular .hara.terT 39ner UokumH
Lhe pun.tion op these women in .omi. stri,s was multipa.etedH Rn one lefelT they serfed to attra.t a male 
readershi, throu-h their seCualized ,ortrayalsH Rn anotherT they reinpor.ed traditional -ender rolesT 
where women were ,rimarily seen in the .onteCt op their relationshi,s with menH Lhese de,i.tions were 
not merely artisti. .hoi.es 9ut were drifen 9y the demands op ,u9lishers and syndi.ates who understood 
the .ommer.ial a,,eal op su.h ima-eryH
Manupa.turers and ,u9lishers ,layed a .ru.ial role in ,er,etuatin- these ima-esH Lhe .omi. stri, 
industryT dominated 9y male editors and eCe.utifesT su,,orted and en.oura-ed the use op the Male 
Gaze to 9oost sales and readershi,H Fhara.ters like >onder >omanT while a peminist i.onT were also 
drawn with a po.us on ,hysi.al attra.tifeness to .ater to male readersH
Lhe ,ortrayal op women in .omi. stri,s as ,assifeT de.oratifeT and opten hel,less ?-ures had lastin- 
ege.tsH It incuen.ed su9se0uent -enerations op .omi.sT where pemale .hara.ters .ontinued to 9e de1
,i.ted throu-h a lens that ,rioritized their fisual a,,eal ofer their narratife de,th or a-en.yH Lhis trend 
.an 9e seen in su,erhero .omi.s op the mid1EAth .enturyT where pemale heroes opten wore refealin- 
.ostumes and were pre0uently ,la.ed in situations that re0uired res.ue 9y their male .ounter,artsH
In summaryT the Male Gaze in .omi. stri,s has its ori-ins in the early days op the mediumT drifen 9y 
male .reators and institutional ,ressures to attra.t a male audien.eH Lhe resultin- ,ortrayal op women 
as o9qe.ts op desire and their rele-ation to se.ondary roles hafe had a lon-1standin- incuen.e on the 
.omi. industryT sha,in- the re,resentation op pemale .hara.ters por de.adesH



  Research the character Daisy Mae from Al Capp's 'Li'l Abner' comic strip and describe her 
appearance and role in the series.
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  Here you will Und information to help you recognize the characteristics of the Male Gaze. Fse 
it for the next task.

Exaggerated Pemale Porms

>omen are opten de,i.ted with unrealisti.T eCa--erated 9ody ,ro,ortionsT em,hasizin- their 
seCual a,,ealH
Tip: 7ook por .hara.ters with unnaturally small waistsT lar-e 9reastsT and ,ronoun.ed hi,sH

Nrovocative Noses

'emale .hara.ters are pre0uently drawn in su--estife or refealin- ,oses to attra.t male readersH
Tip: Noti.e ip the ,oses po.us on hi-hli-htin- .ertain 9ody ,arts or su--estife an-lesH

Traditional Gender Roles

>omen are opten ,ortrayed ,rimarily in relation to menT em,hasizin- roles like lofe interests or 
damsels in distressH
Tip: R9serfe ip the pemale .hara.ter4s storyline refolfes around her relationshi, with a male 
.hara.terH

Lack of Warrative Depth

'emale .hara.ters may la.k ,ersonal defelo,ment or a-en.yT serfin- more as fisual elements 
than as inte-ral ,arts op the storyH
Tip: Fhe.k ip the .hara.ter has a 9a.k-roundT motifationsT or si-ni?.ant im,a.t on the ,lotH

Revealing Costumes

>omen in .omi. stri,s are opten dressed in skim,y or ti-ht1?ttin- out?ts that em,hasize their 
,hysi.al a,,earan.eH
Tip: 7ook at the ,ra.ti.ality op the .ostumes and whether they serfe a pun.tional ,ur,ose or merely 
hi-hli-ht the .hara.ter4s 9odyH



 Analyze the portrayal of women in the work using the information in the info box.

 0hat impact does the male gaze have on the image of women?
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The Pemale Gaze in Comic Strips
Lhe term S'emale GazeTS rooted in peminist theoryT repers to the ,ers,e.tife op the pemale s,e.tatorT 
.hara.terT or .reator in artisti. worksH ?nlike the Male GazeT whi.h o9qe.ti?es women por a heteroseCual 
male audien.eT the 'emale Gaze em,hasizes women4s a-en.y and su9qe.tifityH Lhis ,ers,e.tife allows 
por the ,ortrayal op women as .om,leC indifiduals with their own desiresT thou-htsT and eC,erien.esH
In the realm op .omi. stri,sT the 'emale Gaze would transporm the ,ortrayal op pemale .hara.tersH @ather 
than 9ein- de,i.ted as ,assifeT de.oratife ?-ures desi-ned to attra.t a male readershi,T women in 
.omi.s would 9e shown as a.tife ,rota-onists with ri.h inner lifes and ,ersonal a-en.yH Lhe po.us would 
shipt prom their ,hysi.al a,,earan.e to their narratife de,th and .hara.ter defelo,mentH
'emale .reators and artists would 9rin- authenti.ity to the re,resentation op pemale eC,erien.esT 
afoidin- stereoty,i.al and seCualized ima-eryH 'emale .hara.ters .ould 9e de,i.ted in a fariety op rolesT 
,ropessionsT and emotional statesT rece.tin- the difersity op women4s lifesH Lheir relationshi,sT whether 
romanti. or ,latoni.T would 9e ,ortrayed with nuan.e and res,e.tT hi-hli-htin- mutual su,,ort and 
-rowth rather than de,enden.y on male .hara.tersH
3dditionallyT the 'emale Gaze in .omi. stri,s would en.oura-e the in.lusion op women op digerent a-esT 
9ody ty,esT and 9a.k-roundsT .ele9ratin- their indifiduality and reqe.tin- narrow 9eauty standardsH Lhis 
a,,roa.h would not only enri.h the storytellin- 9ut also resonate with a 9roader audien.eT posterin- 
em,athy and understandin-H
In summaryT a,,lyin- the 'emale Gaze to .omi. stri,s would refolutionize the medium 9y ,resentin- 
women as multipa.eted indifiduals with their own storiesT there9y .hallen-in- traditional -ender norms 
and ogerin- a more in.lusife and realisti. ,ortrayal op pemale .hara.tersH

  Can you think of any other characteristics that would correspond to female gauze 
instead of male gaze? 0rite down your ideas. 
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  Create a drawing of the example from the perspective of the female gaze.

  Describe which features of the female gaze are included in your drawing and what e1ect they 
are intended to achieve.


