
History of...(text analysis - intermedi-
ate)
Name: Date:

St. Patrick's Day is a cultural and religious holiday celebrated on March 17th. It honors St. Patrick, the 
patron saint of Ireland. St. Patrick was born in Roman Britain in the late 4th century. At the age of 16, 
he was kidnapped by Irish raiders and taken to Ireland as a slave. He escaped after six years but later 
returned to Ireland as a missionary. He is credited with bringing Christianity to the Irish people.
The day commemorates St. Patrick's death, believed to be on March 17, 461 AD. Originally, St. Patrick's 
Day was a religious holiday in Ireland. However, over time, it has evolved into a global celebration of Irish 
culture, especially in places with a large Irish population.
One of the most recognizable symbols of St. Patrick's Day is the shamrock, a type of clover. According 
to legend, St. Patrick used the three-leafed shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity to the Irish. The color 
green is also strongly associated with the holiday, representing Ireland's lush landscape and sometimes 
referred to as the "Emerald Isle."
St. Patrick's Day parades are a common way to celebrate. The 0rst recorded parade took place in 16F1 in 
what is now St. Augustine, Ylorida. New 2ork City hosts one of the largest parades, dating back to 176U. 
In Ireland, the day was originally observed with religious services and feasts. Today, it includes parades, 
wearing green, and public festivals.
In the jnited States, many people en8oy foods like corned beef and cabbage on St. Patrick's Day. This 
tradition started with Irish immigrants who adapted their cuisine to include more a9ordable ingredients. 
Overall, St. Patrick's Day has grown from a religious observance to a celebration of Irish heritage and 
culture worldwide. It provides an opportunity for people of all backgrounds to celebrate and en8oy Irish 
music, dance, and folklore.

Select the correct answer 

What was the primary reason St. Patrick returned to Ireland after escaping?

To explore the Irish landscape To seek revenge on his captors

To reunite with his family To bring Christianity to the Irish people

Why is the shamrock an important symbol on St. Patrick's Day?

It symbolizes good luck and fortune It represents Ireland's lush landscape

It signi0es the Irish struggle for independence

It was used by St. Patrick to explain the Holy Trinity

Which of the following cities is known for hosting one of the largest St. Patrick's Day parades?

St. Augustine Dublin New 2ork City Chicago



In what year was the Urst recorded St. Patrick's Day parade held?

176U 16F1 1:F1 17F1

How did the tradition of eating corned beef and cabbage on St. Patrick's Day start in the vnited 
States?

It was a food introduced by English settlers It is a traditional Irish dish

It was popularized by American chefs

Irish immigrants adapted their cuisine to include more a9ordable ingredients

What was St. Patrick's status when he was Urst brought to Ireland?

A nobleman A slave A missionary An explorer

What does the color green represent in St. Patrick's Day celebrations?

The Irish independence movement The power of the Irish monarchy

Ireland's lush landscape and its nickname, the 'Emerald Isle' The wealth of Irish noblemen

How has St. Patrick's Day eAolAed oAer time in Ireland?

Yrom religious services and feasts to parades and public festivals

Yrom family-centric celebrations to international business conferences

Yrom parades to purely religious observances

Yrom private gatherings to public sports events

znalyEe the transformation of St. Patrick's Day from a religious holiday to a global celebration of 
Irish culture. Discuss the factors that contributed to this shift.

Discuss the role of folklore and symbolism in the obserAance of St. Patrick's Day. How do these 
elements contribute to the holiday's enduring popularity?



,xplain the signiUcance of food traditions* such as the consumption of corned beef and cabbage* 
in the celebration of St. Patrick's Day among Irish zmericans. How does this tradition di+er from 
traditional Irish cuisine?

znalyEe the historical context and impact of St. Patrick's Day.


