Legends of sport
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Jesse Owens

Jesse Owens is a famous athlete known for his incredible achievements in track and field. He was born
on September 12, 1913, in Oakville, Alabama, USA. His real name is James Cleveland Owens, but he was
called Jesse by a teacher who misunderstood his name because of his accent.

Jesse Owens grew up in a big family with six brothers and three sisters. In 1922, his family moved to
Cleveland, Ohio, for better opportunities. Owens discovered his love for running in school where his
coach supported him to practice before classes.

Owens attended Ohio State University and became known as the "Buckeye Bullet." He set multiple world
records in 1935 during a Big Ten track event. His most remarkable achievement came in the 1936 Berlin
Olympics where he won four gold medals in the 100 meters, 200 meters, long jump, and 4x100 meters
relay. This performance shattered Adolf Hitler's belief in Aryan supremacy.

Despite his Olympic success, Owens faced racial discrimination back home in the USA. He worked various
jobs to support his family and later became a public speaker and goodwill ambassador. Jesse Owens
passed away on March 31, 1980, but his legacy as a track and field legend continues to inspire many.
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Jesse Owens was born in Alabama and moved with his family to Cleveland, Ohio, when he was young. He found
his love for running in school with the support of a coach.
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Owens attended Ohio State University where he earned the nickname "Buckeye Bullet."
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In the 1936 Berlin Olympics, he won four gold medals in the 100 meters, 200 meters, long jump, and 4x100
meters relay, challenging the idea of Aryan supremacy. Even though he was successful, he faced racial
discrimination in the USA and later worked various jobs, becoming a public speaker and goodwill ambassador.
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Answer the questions

What nickname was Jesse Owens given during his time at Ohio State University?
O The Alabama Flash O The Buckeye Bullet O The Ohio Sprinter O The Cleveland Flyer

What event was a significant turning point in Owens' athletic career, setting multiple world
records in 1935?

O The national championships OA high school track meet O The Big Ten track event
O The Olympic Trials

How did Jesse Owens' performance at the 1936 Berlin Olympics challenge Adolf Hitler's ideology?

O By winning four gold medals and defying the concept of Aryan supremacy
O By competing in the 800 meters race O By refusing to shake hands with German officials

O By breaking the world record in the long jump
How did Jesse Owens support his family after his Olympic success?

O By working as a university professor O By becoming a coach for a major league baseball team

O By working various jobs and becoming a public speaker O By investing in real estate



