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•	 Fine-tooth carbide-tipped saw blade
•	 Nail gun or hammer
•	 8d galvanized nails (minimum 0.113” shank, 0.270” head)
•	 Measuring tape
•	 Level

•	 Caulking gun
•	 Paintbrush or applicator
•	 Shims
•	 Color-matched thermoplastic caulking
•	 Flashing and drip caps (as needed)

•	 Store trim off the ground on a flat surface or pallet
•	 Keep it covered and dry with a water-resistant cover

•	 Avoid contact with dirt, moisture,  
	 or the elements

•	Inspect the framing: Make sure it’s dry, straight, and not swollen.
•	Maintain at least 6 inches between the trim and the ground.
•	Avoid direct contact with masonry, concrete, brick, stone, stucco,  
	 or mortar.

•	Install trim 1 inch above any surface where water may collect.

•	Nail trim directly to siding or structural membrane, spaced no more than 16” O.C apart.

•	Nails must penetrate at least 1¼” into into framing or siding.

IMPORTANT: Do not use staples.

•	Start nailing from one end and work toward the other end to avoid rippling.

•	Leave 3/8” from the edge of the board for nails.

•	Do not countersink nail heads.

•	Leave a 3/16” gap at joints and where trim meets other materials (windows, doors, siding).  
	 Provide increased spacing along the trim if specified by the siding installation instructions.

•	 Measure the area where the trim will be installed.
IMPORTANT: Cut using a fine-tooth carbide-tipped saw blade.
•	 Prime and seal all cut edges with high-quality exterior paint (100% acrylic latex).
•	 Mitered cuts (angled edges) are  acceptable around doors and windows.
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•	Ensure all openings are sealed and flashed to prevent moisture.
•  Increase spacing as specified by window or door manufacturer.
•	Leave 3/16” gaps between trim and other materials.
•	Space nails no more than 16” O.C. apart using at least 2 nails per  
	 stud 3/8” from the edge of the trim board.

IMPORTANT: Seal all joints with color-matched thermoplastic caulking.

•	Trim is not structural—do not use it to support roof assemblies.
•	Install fascia on sub-fascia when possible.
•	Use drip edge and drip cap flashing to prevent water buildup.
•	Nail before alternating 3/8” from edge of trim, no more than  
	 12” O.C apart.
•	Leave 3/16” gap where trim meets other materials.
•	For horizontal trim over masonry, leave at least 3/16 air space or  
	 flashing between trim and brick.

IMPORTANT: Seal all joints with color-matched thermoplastic caulking.

•	Ends should lightly touch.
•	Use 4 nails—2 on each side of the joint at each end.
•	Overlap ends with a 3/16” gap.
•	Seal with color-matched thermoplastic caulking.
•	For vertical trim, install joints so they shed water.

Visit wwww.metrie.com/corevanatage  
for installation videos,  
FAQs and care instructions.  
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AROUND WINDOWS & DOORS

RAKE, CORNER, FASCIA & BAND BOARDS
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FINISHING4

IMPORTANT:  Paint all exposed faces and edges with 100% acrylic 
latex exterior paint. Exposure longer than 180 days without full 
finishing may void the warranty.
•	Follow the paint manufacturer’s instructions.
•	Paint must be applied within 180 days of purchase.

Important Installation Notice: It is the responsibility of the purchaser, general contractor, 
installer and others who are using or installing this product to assure that the product is 
installed properly and that all building codes and industry standards regarding the installation 
and use of composite wood trim products are followed.

• For small areas (nail heads, minor scratches), use Valspar® Ultra  
   White for any on‑site touch ups or visit your local paint shop for a  
   precise color match.  
• Do not use on areas larger than ¾” in diameter.  • Replace the board if a larger repair is needed. 
IMPORTANT:  Paint all cut ends before installation to ensure full 
compliance with warranty requirements.
• Only paint when temperatures are above 50°F.
• Store paint between 40°F and 100°F.
• Shake paint for 60 seconds before use.
IMPORTANT:  Do not paint wet trim, and avoid painting late in the
day or before rain/dew.

TOUCH-UP FOR PRE-FINISHED TRIM


