
 
Out of School Clubs  
Information Sheet 

 
Do I need to register my club with Ofsted? 
 
Although there are a few exceptions, most out of school clubs which provide childcare (as 
opposed to clubs providing coaching in specific activities such as football, chess or French) will 
need to be registered with Ofsted. However, if the club is run directly by a school (ie the club's 
staff are employed by the school governors) and at least one child from the school attends the 
club, in most cases it will come under the school's own Ofsted registration and does not need to 
register separately. 
 
Exemptions to compulsory registration 
 
There are a few exceptions to compulsory registration, for example if your setting is a holiday 
club that operates for 14 days or fewer in a calendar year; if children attend your club for less 
than two hours per day; or if you are running a club for a particular activity such as karate, piano 
or chess. Ofsted provides a full list of the exemptions to registration in Annex A: Registration 
not required of the Registration Handbook.  
 
Early Years Providers (children younger than reception) 
 
If any child younger than reception age attends your out of school club, then your staffing 
arrangements must meet the standard EYFS qualification requirements in respect of those 
children. 
 
This means that at every session you must have: 
 

• A first aider holding the 12 Hour Paediatric Care First Aid qualification 
• At least one member of staff must hold a full and relevant Level 3 qualification 
• At least half of the remaining staff must hold a full and relevant Level 2 qualification 
• All your staff must have been trained to understand your safeguarding policy and 

procedures and have received training in recognising signs of abuse and neglect 
• All your staff must have received training in recognising the signs of radicalisation and 

know how to respond to concerns 
• All staff involved in food preparation and handling must have had training in food hygiene 

 
Among your staff — and ideally at every session — you should have: 
 

• A designated child protection person, to take lead responsibility for safeguarding 
children in every setting.  The lead person must hold a Child Protection Level 1 or Basic 
qualification, and have attended a Child Protection Designated Person training course. 

 
Among your staff you must have: 
 

• A designated SENCO (special educational needs coordinator) 
• A designated ENCO (equalities named coordinator) [required by many local authorities 

but not a statutory requirement] 
• A fire safety officer is not a statutory requirement but it is good practice to have a named 

person taking responsibility for fire drills and record keeping 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-registered-early-years-or-childcare-provider-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#firstaid
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#level3
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#level2
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#protection
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#prevent
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#prevent
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#food
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#protection
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#protection
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#senco
http://www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/essential-training#senco


Staffing Ratios 
 
Nursery age children  

• For children aged 3 & 4 in after school provision 
• If a person with QTS ratios 1:13 
• If level 3 qualified ratios 1:8 

 
Premises 
 
Space requirements - Children aged three to five years: 2.3m2 per child. 
 
Providers must provide access to outdoor play area or ensure that outdoor activities are planned 
and taken on a daily basis (unless circumstances make this inappropriate eg unsafe weather 
conditions) 
 
Charges for Wraparound Care 
 
Schools can set their own charges for wrap around care.  These should be reasonable and should 
be in line with the funding received from the local authority. 
 
Averages across Stockport borough (sufficiency assessment 2016) that are charged in private 
provision range from £3.50-£4.50 per hour. 
 
It would be beneficial to consult with other local providers to see what they are charging and 
inform them of your intentions. 
 
Contracts and Invoicing 
 
You would need to have a simple agreement in place with parents outlining the additional hours 
and costs.  You would need to have a simple way of invoicing parents and showing school income.  
Invoice each term/half term in advance.  
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