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Providing Accommodation for 
Looked After Children 

• Stockport’s Restorative Approach is a key driver in the Borough. The 
aim is to support families, so that children can remain at home.

• In early May 2019, our LAC population was 352 children.
• The vast majority are placed with SMBC foster carers or friends and 

family.
• 32 were placed with IFAs
• 43 were in residential or 16+ care placements (this includes in-house 

Dial Park and Broadfields ). 
• Of the 43 young people, 35 were placed with independent providers.



Where do we search?

North West Framework Contracts co-ordinated by PNW

• 2018 North West Foster Care FPS 
• 2018 North West Residential Placements FPS 
• 2016 North West Care Leaver and Young Homeless Supported 

Accommodation DPS  (16+)

If nothing is identified on Regional Contracts, then we use our off-
contract IFA lists.  Our off-contract lists are UK-wide lists which we 
create, built from provision which are not on the NW frameworks. 



Fostering Profile 

In May 2019 32 Stockport Children were placed with IFA foster carers

IFA capacity in Stockport reduced by 12% in 2017 and again by 22% in 
2018.  

Across Greater Manchester, there are not enough IFA carers to meet 
the needs for Greater Manchester children. 

For children who we couldn’t find IFA placements initially, we continue 
to search for step-down placements from residential placement.  



Residential Profile
In May 2019, the total number of residential and 16+ semi independent 
placements by Stockport was 35
Of these: 

21 placements are Residential Children’s homes 
Of these: 9 are in Stockport (42%)

14 placements are in 16+ semi-independent settings
Of these: 6 are in Stockport (42%)

Where it is not possible to place within Stockport, we aim for 
placements close by in the Greater Manchester Region



Why do we place outside Stockport or GM 
Region?

• Safeguarding needs, such as breaking negative social influences. 
• Complex health needs, through our Disability team 
• Secure accommodation, through a national network 
• Young person’s choice, eg near the City Centre or relatives.

By far the largest factor which can’t be matched with Stockport 
residential providers is challenging behaviours. This is a significant 
factor in around 50% of our out-of-area placements.



Residential over-provision in Stockport  
We have far more residential & 16+ settings than we need

Within Stockport there are 31 independent children’s homes with 153 beds available
• 21 homes (in R1 mainstream category) with 96 beds available
• 6 homes (in R2 Therapeutic category) with 16 beds available
• 4 homes (in R2 Disability category) with 41 beds available. (this includes 28 beds 

provided by Seashell Trust. The setting is split into 7 homes, but we have included it, 
here, as a single setting).

Stockport Council also has two children’s homes, Dial Park and Broadfields. These 
provisions offer 10 beds in total.

There are also five 16-18 semi-independent settings within Stockport, with a total of 26 
beds available. (One setting specialises in mental health and is CQC registered).
In addition, Stockport manages three semi-independent flats at Broadfields, which can 
offer 3 beds in total.



What do we need in Stockport?

• We need more local IFA foster carers who can provide a wide range 
of foster placements including support to step young people down 
from residential settings.

• We are also looking for IFA foster carers who can provide care for 
children with disabilities. 

• We need flexible options where a young person can step-down from 
high intensity support, perhaps to move settings, but remain with the 
same provider, or a foster carer.

• We need settings where aggression can be reduced and substance 
abuse can be disrupted. 



Benefits of supporting a Stockport child

• School placement likely to be local to the home. In many cases, the 
school place will be stable and staff will be able to share approaches 
with the setting.

• Established relationships with local health professionals, who can 
support at a local level.

• Where appropriate, family contact can be easier to co-ordinate.
• A team of social workers who can attend local meetings.
• Reduced travelling distance for providers, to attend meetings.
• Local support on hand, from a well-organised, established Social Care 

team. Rated Good by OFSTED.



The Future
In the future we need : 

• Stockport placements for Stockport young people

• To work closely with local IFA providers, encouraging recruitment of 
new foster carers in Stockport and plan for new placements where 
future matches can be made.

• Good communication with existing residential and 16+ semi-
independent providers about forth-coming vacancies in Stockport, so 
we can align with the needs of Stockport young people.
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