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Overview

 Basic ED principles

 Pattern recognition

 Uncommon patterns
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Computed tomography

 Gastro-intestinal tract injury  ?

 Diaphragmatic injuries ?

 Intra-peritoneal bladder injuries ?

 Path of the projectile: is the GIT threatened somehow?
 Tangential vs. peritoneal penetration ?
 Proximity to retroperitoneal viscera ?

 Solid organs: destructive injuries (devascularization)

 Solid organs: extra-vascular contrast ? 

 Vascular injuries: intimal defects, extraluminal contrast
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A word on plain films
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Blunt:

 Fractures rib 1 & 2 / scapula

 Mediastinal vascular injuries

 Chance fracture L1

 Posterior knee dislocations

 Floating knees

Penetrating

 Cardiac box

 Between nipple & costal margin





Cranial impalement injuries
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Blunt cerebrovascular injuries



Seatbelts
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Lap belts



Thoracic gunshots



Abdominal gunshots









Double Jeopardy



Diaphragm



Urinary bladder
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CT after emergent surgery



Conclusion
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