
TRAUMA RADIOLOGY 2024

Fausto Labruto
Associate Professor
Director of Emergency Radiology

Trauma:
From the Past to the Future

















Nestor son of Neleus (…) mount your chariot at once; take Machaon with 

you and drive your horses to the ships as fast as you can. A physician is 

worth more than many other men put together, for he can cut out arrows 

and spread healing herbs.

Iliad Book XVI verse 516



“There is a golden hour between life and death. If 

you are critically injured you have less than 60 

minutes to survive.”

R. Adams Cowley
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If you encounter a man having a wound in his breast, penetrating to the bone with 

perforation of the manubrium of the sternum, you should press the manubrium of 

the sternum with your fingers, even though he shudders exceedingly

Case 40, Edwin-Smith papyrus



There lay a man pierced through, with his blood 

rushing inward (...)

”He is not mortally wounded. The blood is only 

pressing on his heart.”. 

He grasped a branch of the linden tree, slipped 

the bark off like a tube (...) and inserted it into 

the body through the wound.  

Then he bade the woman to suck on it until blood 

flowed toward her. The hero’s strength revived so 

that he could speak and talk again. 

Von Eschenbach, Parzival
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χειρὶ δ᾽ ἑλὼν ἐπίεζε βραχίονα

”... And holding with his hand he pressed on the arm”

Homer, Iliad, Book XVI verse 510
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